MEA 2007-2008

English Language Arts: Writing Grade 5

Test Design

The MEA writing test design consists of one narrative essay. The writing prompt measures English Language
Arts content standards G and F from Maine’s 1997 Learning Results.

Scoring Information and Guide

The Writing Scoring Guide on pages 2 and 3 is used in tandem with samples of student work to score student
writing. Each student’s paper is scored first by one reader for up to 6 points for Stylistic and Rhetorical Aspects
of Writing and up to 4 points for Standard English Conventions. Next, a second reader independently scores
the student paper on the same criteria. The two readers’ scores are added together and the response can be
awarded a total maximum score of 20 points. A sample student response is provided for each score point with
annotations that explain the reasoning behind the score.

Student Work

Student work samples to supplement these scoring guides are found in the file labeled “Student Work.”

Writing Prompt
While hiking on a trail with your friends, you discover a hidden cave.

Write a story about what happens next.
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