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2009-2010 Changes to Maine’s Personalized Alternate Assessment Portfolio (PAAP) 
 
Maine has joined with three other New England states in producing a common yearly assessment for the 
general education population – the New England Common Assessment Program (NECAP) in reading, 
mathematics and writing. We will continue with the current MEA program in science and the MHSA 
program. What does this mean for the alternate assessment program?  
 
• The 2008-09 PAAP Rubrics is now called the Alternate Assessment Grade Level Expectations (AGLEs) 

for Maine’s Personalized Alternate Assessment Portfolio. These AGLEs are developmentally backed 
down from Maine’s Accountability Standards Chapter 131 in reading, mathematics and science and 
should be incorporated as part of a student’s curriculum.  

• NECAP assesses learning from the prior school year (teaching year) at the beginning of the next school 
year (testing year). Since reading and math NECAP assessments occur in general education during the 
fall of grades 3-8, the reading and math PAAP assessments will be administered during the teaching 
grades 2-7. NECAP writing is assessed during the fall in grades 5 and 8; therefore, the PAAP for 
writing will be assessed during the teaching grades 4, 7 and 3rd year high school. 

• MEA science for both the general and alternate assessment will continue in its present format and be 
assessed during the spring of the teaching year in grades 5, 8 and 3rd year high school. 

• The Maine High School Assessment (PSAT, SAT and science) will continue in its present format. This 
will require the PAAP to be given to students requiring an alternate assessment in grade 10 and 11.  

 
 

PAAP Administration by Grade and Content Area(s) 
 

 Grade 2: Reading and Math   Grade 6: Reading and Math   
Grade 3: Reading and Math   Grade 7: Reading, Writing and Math 
Grade 4: Reading, Writing and Math  Grade 8: Science 

 Grade 5: Reading, Math and Science 2nd Year High School: Reading and Math 
       3rd Year High School: Reading, Math, Writing, Science 
 

 
 
• Four PAAP training sessions will occur during the month of November. Due to the number of changes 

to this year’s assessment, we strongly recommend that you attend training. Registration information will 
be mailed to principals/schools in early October and be posted on the PAAP website. 

 
o Presque Isle:  November 9~Introduction to PAAP  November 10~Updates 
o Bangor:  November 12~Introduction to PAAP  November 13~Updates 
o Augusta: November 16~Introduction to PAAP  November 17~Updates 
o Portland: November 18~Introduction to PAAP  November 19~Updates 

 
• The new PAAP administration window is December 1-April 30, with a UPS mandatory PAAP pickup 

date of May 3, 2010. The administration window remains a 5-month window, although it occurs later in 
the year to mirror the NECAP, MEA and MHSA programs. 

• The task bank will remain closed until December 1 to allow for the development of additional tasks 
aligned to the AGLEs. A new task bank password will be mailed to principals in late November.  

• Task tryouts or field testing of tasks has begun. It’s not too late to sign-up to participate in the task 
tryout program and help out with this very important step in the assessment process. Please log on to 
the PAAP website for more information at http://www.maine.gov/education/lsalt/paap/index.html .  

 
Questions can be forwarded to: 
 
Sue Fossett, PAAP Coordinator: (207)624-6774 / susan.fossett@maine.gov 
Peter Bernard, PAAP Assistant: (207)624-6678 / peter.bernard@maine.gov 
 


