American Recovery and Reinvestment Act

Maine Department of Public Safety

Internet Crimes Against Children Grant


The Department of Public Safety is using the grant funds to expand the Computer Crime Lab’s ability to find and investigate cases of child pornography.

The Department has contracted with AH Associates for a 20-hour per week computer forensic analyst.  This contract totals $25,500.80.  The Department also contacts with the South Portland and Belfast Police Departments for the full-time use of one officer from each department for two years.  These officers enhance our internet crimes against children capacity by conducting proactive Peer to Peer investigations and investigations initiated by referral from National Center for Missing and Exploited Children (NCMEC).  The detectives are capable of drafting and serving search warrants and performing field investigations using various forensic computer toolkits such as EnCase and FTK (to be provided by the Computer Crimes Unit).  The value of these contracts is $189,646 each.

The total of these initiatives is $404,792.80.  The remaining amount of the $455,239 grant will be expended on vehicles and fuel with accompanying equipment to include cell phones, computers, cameras and varied technology needs.

