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KENNY MACMASTER AND FRIENDS
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The newest State Fire Marshal investigator sits front and center with present and former co-workers, friends and family at his swearing-in this week.  Kenneth MacMaster served 25 years as a State Police Special Agent, specializing in drugs, homicides, search warrants and other major investigations. He retired at the end of September to join the Fire Marshal’s Office and will work out of their Augusta office.  

The Bureau of Highway Safety said 77.2% of Maine motorists are using their safety belts, compared with 75.8% last year.  Director Lauren Stewart said, "This is the highest seat belt usage in Maine since we started surveying drivers in 1986 when the first survey showed a 23% usage rate.  Maine has tripled its seat belt usage in the past twenty years and our goal is for every Maine driver and passenger to be buckled up."  The latest survey was conducted this summer following a three-week campaign around Memorial Day by 78 Maine police departments.  Commissioner Cantara said, "Much of the credit for increased seat belt usage goes to Maine's police officers who make the safety of motor vehicle occupants a priority.  Seat belts clearly save lives and reduce injuries and we will continue to work with law enforcement, transportation officials and health care providers to encourage and increase seat belt usage." 

Highlights of the seat belt survey –

++ females use their safety belts more often than men (84% females vs. 71% males)

++ pickup truck drivers at the least likely to be buckled up.

++ drivers of SUVs are most likely to be wearing a seat belt.

++ seat belts are used more while driving within cities and towns than in rural areas.

++ Thursdays has the highest use—Sundays the worst

++ more passengers buckle up than drivers
STOLEN TRUCK RECOVERED IN WELLS
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The State Police Dive Team recovered this 1999 Dodge Durango last week from the Millennium Granite quarry in Wells.  The truck had been stolen from Biddeford in April and was found in 65 feet of water recently during a training dive by the team.  Divers floated the truck to the surface using new 2000-pound inflatable bags.
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THE COLEMAN’S
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The new lieutenant from Troop J in Ellsworth, Chris Coleman, with his brother and father. Chris, a 17 year veteran of the State Police, will now oversee the troop which patrols Hancock and Washington counties. With him are his brother, Detective Jerry Coleman from CID 3, and their proud dad, retired State Police Lt. Gerry Coleman. 

 (Jeannie Boomhower photo)

COKE WITH THOSE FRIES
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A 29 year old Sanford man faces cocaine charges after being stopped on the turnpike in Wells by Trooper Roger Teachout.  Found hidden in a MacDonald’s bag inside the car was 2.8 ounces of cocaine. Loudy Munoz was charged with trafficking in cocaine and possessing a concealed weapon. A knife was in the waistband of his pants. Munoz was being held in lieu of $10,000 bail and made his first appearance in York District Court Wednesday.  MDEA is assisting.

Drug agents have joined the investigation into the death of 43 year old Michael Ray of Damariscotta who was found dead at a friend’s house in Waldoboro this week. Investigators say a drug overdose is suspected and now look to the Medical Examiner’s Office for a final cause of death, which will likely be determined following toxicology tests. State and Waldoboro Police are also involved in the investigation. 

TROOP C INSPECTION
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Trooper Hugh Landry shakes hands with Colonel Poulin at Wednesday’s inspection at Troop C in Skowhegan. Looking on is Trooper Joe Chretien and Lt. Col. Dyer.  Landry and Chretien are the troop’s newest members.  CID 2 joined the inspection, which was highlighted by the attendance of nineteen State Police retirees. A photo of the retired troopers will be in next week’s COMMUNICATOR. 

The ten newest state troopers will receive their badges and be sworn in next Friday (10/13) at 12:15 at the Maine Criminal Justice Academy in Vassalboro.  They have completed the seven-week program to update them on State Police policies and procedures, and most of them have prior law enforcement experience. They will now be paired up with a veteran trooper for the next 45 days. Six of the ten troopers will be assigned to Troop A in Gray and Alfred.  They are former South Portland Officer Kristy Morrison; former Falmouth officer Kristopher Kennedy; former Dover-Foxcroft officer Christopher Cookson; former Windham officer Joseph Bureau; former Ohio officer Ronald Turnick and former Virginia officer Corey Smith, who grew up in Washington County.  Heading from Troop D in Thomaston are Jeremiah Wesbrock, a former Army MP, and Christopher Rogers of Gardiner, who was one of the first tuition students to graduate from the academy.  Assigned to Troop C in Skowhegan is Aaron Turcotte, a former Franklin County deputy. Going to Troop J in Ellsworth is Jason Fowler who has 12 years of prior law enforcement experience in Maine and Massachusetts.

There have been three barns destroyed by fire in Albion this week.  Fire Marshals say one was arson, another unknown and the third is still under investigation. Residents are being advised to keep outside lights on at night and report any suspicious activity.  Deputies and troopers have been asked to increase their patrols in the community. 

For the second Friday in a row, a multi car collision in southern Maine has disrupted thousands of motorists. Several cars collided this morning on I-295 in Falmouth in the southbound lane causing a huge traffic tie-up for commuter traffic. Last Friday, about 30 vehicles were involved in several crashes along the turnpike in Scarborough. Troopers said heavy rain was blamed for catching motorists off guard. There were no serious injures from this morning’s wrecks.  Several people were treated from last week’s crash.  ##










