MEDIA RELEASE

MAINE DRUG ENFORCEMENT AGENCY

Direct Questions to: Commander Darrell Crandall – 207-557-0510

MDEA Agents partnered with area agencies to arrest two Kennebec County on Friday, and seized nearly 2.5 ounces of cocaine. Larry Bowler, 30, of Winthrop is charged with aggravated trafficking in cocaine (Class A) and Matthew Choate, 23, also of Winthrop is charged with trafficking in cocaine (Class B). Agents had the pair under investigation, and received a tip that they were leaving Maine to get cocaine. Surveillance was done, and when they returned to Augusta, their vehicle was stopped and searched, netting the cocaine which is valued at $7,000. MDEA Agents subsequently searched Choates’ home, seizing a small number of marijuana plants, scales and drug paraphernalia. 

Bail was set for both men at $5,000 cash, and they were taken to the Kennebec County Jail. Their initial appearance in Kennebec County Superior Court is scheduled for August 25. Bowler’s offense is aggravated due to a prior felony drug conviction. 

The following agencies assisted MDEA: Winthrop PD, Augusta PD, Kennebec SO, Maine State Police and the US Marshal’s Service.
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