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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

WATERVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT (207) 680-4700

This morning at approximately 0815 hours, the Waterville Police Department and the Maine Drug Enforcement Agency executed 5 search warrants as part of an investigation into drug trafficking at the Bob-In bar on Temple Street in Waterville.  Police allege that numerous individuals, to include at least one employee of the bar, have been responsible for the sale of over 100 grams of cocaine in past months.  "Because of the long-term, extremely thorough investigation by our officers and agents of the Maine Drug Enforcement Agency, the evidence necessary to charge at least 7 individuals with numerous drug offenses had been gathered prior to this morning," according to Waterville Police Chief Joseph Massey.  He added, "the intent of the warrants served today was to gather additional evidence, to include records and other documentation, as well as to locate and arrest those responsible for trafficking a substantial amount of drugs in our community."  Chief Massey listed the locations searched today as:

1.  The Bob-In bar, located on Temple Street in Waterville.

2.  2 Leighton Street, Apartment 1, in Waterville.  2 Leighton Street, Apartment 1 is the residence of Jamie Barker, Laurie Labonte, and Kelly Eno.

3.  17 Elmwood Avenue, Apartment 2, in Waterville.  17 Elmwood Avenue, Apartment 2 is the residence of Jason Lombardo.

4.  11 Eaton Drive, in Waterville.  11 Eaton Drive is the residence of Gibryne Karter, owner of the Bob-In. 
5.  7 Oak Street, in Madison.  7 Oak Street is the residence of Michael Pedini.
The investigation of what police are calling a substantial drug-trafficking ring was made difficult by the fact that much of the illegal activity was taking place inside the Bob-In bar.  "Today, we searched not only the Bob-In, but the residence of Gibryne Karter, the bar's owner, in an attempt to find any evidence, including video surveillance, which will serve to strengthen this case," stated Massey.  Massey added that at this time, Karter has not been charged with any crime, although police anticipate issuing him summonses for a number of administrative liquor law violations discovered during the course of the search.

At this time, the following subjects have been arrested:

Michael Pedini, 39 years of age, charged with 4 counts of Class A Felony Aggravated Trafficking in Schedule W Drugs (cocaine) and 1 count of Class B Felony Conspiracy to Traffick in Schedule W Drugs (cocaine).  Bail has been set on Pedini at $110,000 cash.  Pedini is likely to be arraigned in the Augusta Superior Court on Wednesday morning.  Police allege Pedini, who is a member of the Outlaws motorcycle gang, is the leader of the drug trafficking ring they disrupted today.  Pedini was unable to make bail and was transported to the Kennebec County Jail.

Jamie Barker, male, 32 years of age, is charged with 5 counts of Class A Felony Aggravated Trafficking in Schedule W Drugs (cocaine) and 1 count of Class B Felony Conspiracy to Traffick in Schedule W Drugs (cocaine).  As of 4:00PM this evening, Barker is in custody at the Waterville PD and bail has not yet been set.  Barker is also likely to be arraigned in Augusta on Wednesday.  

Laurie Labonte, 31, a bartender at the Bob-In, has been charged with one count of Class A Felony Aggravated Trafficking in Schedule W Drugs (cocaine), and 1 count of Class B Felony Conspiracy to Traffick in Schedule W Drugs (cocaine).  Bail was set on Labonte at $25,500 unsecured, and she was able to make bail from the Waterville Police Department.  She has a court date established of 01/26/2010 at 8:00AM in the Augusta Superior Court.

Kelly Eno, female 27, has been charged with 1 count of Class C Felony Possession of Schedule W Drugs.  Eno was bailed from the Waterville Police Department on $1,000 unsecured bail and has a court date of 01/26/2010 at 8:00AM in the Augusta Superior Court.

Jason Lombardo, 38, has been charged with 1 count of Class A Felony Aggravated Trafficking in Schedule W Drugs (cocaine) and 1 count of Class B Felony Conspiracy to Traffick Schedule W Drugs (cocaine).  As of 4:00PM, Lombardo is also under arrest at the Waterville Police Department, and bail has not yet been set.
In Maine, Class A crimes are punishable by up to 30 years in prison and fines of up to $50,000.  Class B crimes are punishable by up to 10 years in prison and fines of up to $20,000.

Police say that additional arrests in this case will be coming in the next few days, as more of those responsible for cocaine trafficking in the area are located. 
Seized in today's warrants were large amounts of documentation, both paperwork, records, and electronic storage media, that police will be sifting through in the coming weeks.  Police also say they located evidence that some of the residences searched had been used for the processing and packaging of illegal drugs.  

"Without question, there are two reasons this investigation has become so successful, and those reasons are the skills brought to bear by the investigators from the Waterville Police Department and the Maine Drug Enforcement Agency, and the high level of cooperation between our two agencies.  Our officers have worked closely with MDEA's agents over the past months and this close working relationship has again resulted in the successful disruption of a large-scale drug trafficking operation," stated Massey.  Chief Massey also mentioned the importance of working closely and cooperating with other agencies, to include the District Attorney's Office, whose prosecutors were involved from the very beginning; the Madison Police and State Police, whose officers assisted at search locations; and members of the Maine Computer Crimes Task Force, who assisted with the seizure of numerous computers that will be searched for records and evidence.  
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