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Criterion Test

1. Define “Gang” – A Gang is: A group of youngsters or adolescents who associate closely, often exclusively, for social reasons, especially such a group engaging in delinquent behavior. Or Any organized group having identifiable leadership and characteristics, and whose association is significantly dependant on criminal conduct. Or, A group of persons associated for some criminal or other antisocial purpose
2. List three street gangs that exist in Maine: True Somali Bloods, Tiny Rascal Gang, Latin Kings,

3. List three motorcycle gangs that operate in the Northeast- Hells Angels, Outlaws, Pagans, Sons Of Silence, Bandidos, and Warlocks

4. List three visual indicators of OMG membership- Tattoos, white supremacist markings, patches, and OMG colors
5. Discuss tactics for dealing with OMG members during patrol-  Ensure adequate back up, speak directly with OMG leadership, Do not try to intimidate, Acknowledge membership, Do not “disrespect” , Be aware of prospects and support/surveillance vehicles.
6. List  three strategies that can be used to slow gang activity- Gang Injunctions granted by court, Community policing strategies, enlisting neighborhood watches, and gang interdiction patrols.
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The purpose of this lesson is to provide law enforcement officers with information about street gangs, their operations, beliefs and growth. This lesson will also provide information on Outlaw Motorcycle Gangs, their operations, history and culture. This lesson will further provide information to law enforcement on tactics that can be used when dealing with these groups, as well as strategies that can be used to slow their growth, and share information about gang activity.








At the end of this unit of instruction, the student will be able to accomplish the following objectives as outlined in the lesson:�At the end of this unit of instruction, the student will be able to accomplish the following objectives as outlined in the lesson:





Define “Gang” 





Discuss the history of “Street Gangs”





Identify Gangs that exist in Maine





List three motorcycle gangs that operate in the Northeast





List three visual indicators of OMG membership





Discuss tactics for dealing with OMG members during patrol





List  three strategies that can be used to slow gang activity
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Harrah’s Casino Video- http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QaX4mshdLvA





Gangs in Maine Handout, BDN 





Handout: “Gang Run Information”





Handout: “OMG Card”
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Definition of Gangs





A group of youngsters or adolescents who associate closely, often exclusively, for social reasons, especially such a group engaging in delinquent behavior.





Any organized group having identifiable leadership and characteristics, and whose association is significantly dependant on criminal conduct.





A group of persons associated for some criminal or other antisocial purpose





Gang Member- any person who shares a common characteristic with an organized group and engages in criminal conduct as a consequence of their group association. 





Street Gang vs. Outlaw Motorcycle Gang- While both groups meet with an above definition of a “gang”, each has their own priorities and motivations which can be similar or different, depending on the group value system and organizational goal.





Street Gang History in the United States “The history of street gangs in the United States begins with their emergence on the East Coast around1783, as the American Revolution ended. (Sante,1991) But there is considerable justification for questioning the seriousness of these early gangs. The best available evidence suggests that the more serious street gangs did not emerge until the early part of the 19th century” – US DOJ 





Gang emergence was initially fueled by immigration and poverty.





Gangs in the Northeast were originally composed of poor, white immigrant members who lived in poverty and had few marketable skills.





Gangs in the western regions grew out of, and were fueled heavily, by Mexican immigration. These areas include Los Angeles, Albuquerque, and the El Paso areas of the west.





Gang culture, as it is known now has evolved and most resembled what we see now by the late 1940’s-1980’s, however, gang ideology continues to change to this day. 





From the 1940’s through the 1960’s, there was an influx of African-American population in the urban areas of the northeast. Urban Planners built high-rise public housing units across the country. These housing areas provided gangs with cohesion, because they provided members with an identifiable, secure home base.





By the 1960’s, more than 2/3 of New York gangs were Puerto Rican, or Black.





“Street Gangs”,  primarily in the west, originated from the “Zoot Suit” era as well as the “Cholo Youth Culture” which, In modern usage is mixed with the “Low rider” culture and the “Hip Hop” scene. Used in the 1960’s following the pachuco tradition. The term was first used to describe a lower class Mexican migrant, but recently used as a symbol of pride and ethnic power movement. These groups were identified by Khaki pants, white tee shirts or “wife beaters”, plaid and flannel. Cholo’s are known for starching their pants and shirts, often in military style. Hair sometimes buzzed short, but the slick back hair is returning. Tattoos are displayed and usually involve calligraphy and art. These tattoos are usually written in black ink.





Groups formed from common identifying goals and characteristics to achieve those goals. Means of attaining those goals developed into criminal activity.





By mid 1970’s, Chicago area gangs of Caucasian, Hispanic (Latino) and Black gangs formed two major competing alliances, both thought to have originated in the Chicago-area prison systems.





People nation gangs- Mostly Vice Lords and Latin Kings-Use the five pointed star-reference to Black P. Stone (said to be a civil rights movement in Chicago; 1950’s) also identify with the left side of the body. The People Nation Gangs wear all identifiers to the left. An earring in the left, a right pants leg rolled up, and a cap tilted to the left may all indicate affiliation to the alliance. The gang's hand sign is thrown to the left shoulder. The gang members fold their arms in a manner that is pointed to the left.





Folk nation gangs- Formed on November 11 1978 in the Illinois Department of Corrections. Both African American and Hispanic’s are represented. Alliances existed thru 70’s and 80’s but began to break apart in the 90’s.  Gangs Identify with the six point star, pitchforks, and identify to the right side. The six pointed Star of David, a Jewish religious symbol in honor of King of David, is used frequently by the gang in its graffiti.    





A common theme throughout the development of gangs in the country is that all were formed out of (what the groups deemed as) necessity as ways to deal with poverty, racial inequality/battles, and an opportunity to belong to a group with which they had common traits and goals.





Most Recognizable National Street Gangs- Of gangs that exist in the US there are several that are the most recognizable. These gang units often are divided into sub-groups, or cliques, depending on what area of the country, or city they are based in.





Latin Kings- The Latin Kings formed in Chicago in the mid-1960s with the goal of helping Puerto Rican immigrants overcome racial prejudice by forming an organization of "Kings". 





The Latin Kings are highly organized and gang leadership exists at the national, regional, and local levels. Membership is governed by a constitution with established rules and by-laws. 





The gang consists predominately of Puerto Rican males; however, the gang has begun to accept other nationalities, such as Spanish, Portuguese, Italian, Caribbean, and South Americans. Some Latin King chapters also have female associates, commonly referred to as Latin Queens.





Latin King chapters are present nationwide with an estimated 25,000 to 50,000 members residing in 34 states. Chicago police estimate that nearly 25,000 Latin King members reside within the Chicago area alone. While active in 34 states, the Latin Kings can be found primarily in Chicago (where they are the largest street gang), New York, Texas, and Florida. Open source reporting indicates that Latin King chapters exist in Central America and Spain.





MS-13- also known as Mara Salvatrucha. Mara Salvatrucha (MS-13), a Hispanic, Central American gang, is believed to have formed in the Rampart area of Los Angeles during the mid-late 1980s. Immigrants, fleeing war-torn El Salvador, settled into the Hispanic communities of Los Angeles and formed MS as a method of protection from other Hispanic gangs, particularly the 18th Street Gang. 





The 13 was added to the name later to show their alliance to the prison gang La Eme (Mexican Mafia). 





In the early 1990s, law enforcement agencies began to target the Hispanic community’s violent areas and began deporting MS-13 members who were living in the United States illegally. These deported members established their own local cliques and continued their gang activities in El Salvador. These cliques spread into other areas of Central America, Mexico, and throughout the United States. The gang has become recognized for their violent activity, and their ability to adapt to new areas and law enforcement efforts. 





Initially, all members of MS-13 were El Salvadoran Nationals, but the gang is now known to accept individuals that simply share the Hispanic heritage and culture. While there is no identified international or national leadership, there is a hierarchy within individual cliques based on "member status".





The most common gang hand-sign is created with the index and pinky fingers extended with the middle and ring fingers folded into the palm and the thumb covering the folded fingers. This hand sign is commonly referred to as the "Devil's Pitchfork”





Bloods- The Bloods gang was formed during the 1970s in the Compton area of California. According to NDIC reporting, Silver Scott is credited with forming the Piru Street gang and Benson Owens established the Westide Pirus. Both groups aligned with several neighborhood gangs in an attempt to unite against the Crips. The group subsequently became known as the West Coast Bloods.





The United Blood Nation (UBN) gang was founded by two African-American males (Omar Portee and Leonard Mackenzie) while inmates at Rikers Island Prison, New York in 1993. The gang was initially formed to protect African-American inmates from the threat posed by Netas and Latin Kings gangs who dominated the prison.





Blood gang symbols include but are not limited to the following: a Five-point star (symbolizing the Bloods affiliation with People Nation), "PIRU" (L.A. street name), "DAMU" (Swahili for Blood), "CK" (Crip killer) and various numbers representing Blood street sets. The Bloods primary choice of color is red. Blood members also wear sports apparel such as Chicago Bulls, Philadelphia Phillies and San Francisco Forty-Niners. According to the Federal Gang Task Force in Long Island, New York, East Coast Blood identifiers may include graffiti such as "031" (I have love for you Blood). The letter "S" may be crossed out because it represents Slobs (an offensive expression for Bloods). Tattoos may include the acronym M.O.B. (Member of Blood / Money Over Bitches), a dog paw mark (represented by three dots), a bulldog, and/or the letter "B" (Blood).





Bloods gangs are located in the Southwest (Los Angeles, in particular), West Central, Pacific and, to a lesser extent, the Great Lakes and Southeast regions. The United Blood Nation is heavily concentrated throughout New York City and their presence has expanded to other locations along the East Coast, Mid Atlantic, and Southeast regions. 





Crips- are generally known by their geographical "set" names such as the Inglewood Crips, Hoover Crips, Grape Street Watts Crips, or the Rolling 60s Crips.





The Crips street gang was established in Los Angeles in the early 1970s by Raymond Lee Washington, now deceased. Stanley Tookie Williams, referred to as the Crips’ co-founder, was executed at San-Quetin. The Crips consist primarily of African-American males. There are approximately 35,000 Crips members throughout the United States.





The Crips have no charter or national hierarchy. They are, instead, a loose association of local, self-governing "sets". These sets determine their own name and formal structure. Crip Set structures may vary from no formal leadership, to a hierarchy consisting of a leader, lieutenants, drug coordinators, soldiers, and drug couriers. 





The Crips are most active in the Los Angeles area, though sets can be found in various locations throughout the United States. Crips on the East Coast are loosely aligned with Folk Nation gangs. 





The Crips dominant color is Blue. On the West Coast, however, many of them no longer openly display their gang affiliation. The Grape Street Crips in Watts and New Jersey wear the color purple. Most Crips "represent" to the right by tilting their hats to the right side, wearing blue-colored laces on the right shoe, and rolling up the right pant's leg, etc. The Crips in Minnesota represent to the left. Crips have been known to replace the letter “B” with the letter “C” in writings. Crips’ symbols include the six-pointed star which represents Life, Loyalty, Love, Knowledge, Wisdom, and Understanding. 





Gangs that exist in the Northeast and Maine- Gang activity and culture are not limited to the South, West and New York City areas. The major difference between gang activity in the above areas and our area is that in Maine, there are few specific Barrios, or areas to necessarily provide a “home base” for gang activity.





Tiny Rascal Gang (TRG)- The Tiny Rascal Gang was originally an Asian street gang. TRG was formed in the 1980’s, and since has grown to approximately 45,000 members. They are most active in the Southwest and New England. TRG is now a multi-ethnic gang. 





True Somali Bloods (TSB)- The True Somali Bloods are a Somali street gang with most activity occurring in New England and Minnesota. Gang identifying colors are red. TSB utilize all blood signs and symbols, including a 5 point star, 187, CK (Crip Killer) and “SBG”





Latin Kings- Also known as the Almighty Latin King and Queen Nation (ALKQN) Primarily identified by yellow and gold colors. Common signs include 5 pointed crown, “LK” or a lion wearing a 5 pointed crown. Have been known to have residences in the area of Winslow, Maine.





Outlaw Motorcycle Gangs- There are many different sects of outlaw motorcycle gangs throughout Maine, the US and world. Often these groups refer to themselves as “Clubs” representing legitimate social activities, including toy runs, and charity bar-b-que events. Realistically, these groups use publicized activities to camouflage their criminal activities. These criminal activities range from drug sales, to theft, to extortion and prostitution. Several well known groups exist in Maine and New-England. The most notable are:





Bandidos- Founded in San Antonio, TX in 1966 The Bandidos are among the more notorious of American Motorcycle Clubs. The gang’s patch bears a cartoon-ish Mexican wearing a large sombrero and carrying a machete in one hand and a pistol in the other. The colors of gold and red were adopted as the club’s colors due to the fact that their founder was a former Vietnam Marine veteran. 





The Bandidos have around 90 chapters spread across the U.S. alone, but they have also branched out as far as Asia, Germany and Australia.





The Bandidos gang has a long and brutal history of illegal activity. A member of The Bandidos was arrested, tried and convicted of the 2006 murder of a well known flyweight boxer and a member of the rival Hell’s Angels Motorcycle Club was sniped while leaving a restaurant in March of that same year during The Bandidos 40th Anniversary of the clubs annual birthday celebration. Police suspect that members of The Bandidos are responsible for the murder. Other members have been arrested from anything from murder to drugs and illegal weapons possession as well as assault and racketeering charges.





Warlocks- The Warlocks were founded in 1967 in Philadelphia, PA and gained a large number of members after the end of the Vietnam War. Consisting only of white males, The Warlocks have spread through the state of Pennsylvania and a good portion of the northeastern United States and also have chapters in the southeast United States as well as overseas in Germany and England. 





Their club colors are red and white and they use the Greek mythological figure of a winged Harpy as their insignia. Members often adorn themselves and their vests with white supremacy insignia as well.





In 2008, Tommy Zaroff, a former President of the Bucks County, PA chapter was arrested on suspicion of possessing 10 pounds of methamphetamine. In October of the same year four members of The Warlocks were arrested and charged with producing, transporting and distributing methamphetamine throughout Berks and Montgomery Counties in Pennsylvania. It is alleged that they sold over 500 lbs. of methamphetamine worth approximately $9 million.





Sons of Silence- The Sons of Silence are another “1%er” motorcycle gang that was founded in Niwot, Colorado in 1966 and featured in a 2009 episode of Gangland on The History Channel. Since 1966 The Sons of Silence have spread across the United States, with concentrations in the eastern U.S. They also have several chapters spread throughout Germany. 





The Sons of Silence have adopted the motto “Donec Mors Non Seperat”, which is Latin for “Until Death Separates Us”. The club patch has been adopted from the American Eagle logo used by the Budweiser beer company and bears an eagle superimposed over the letter A with their motto underneath. 





In October of 1999, 37 members of the Sons of Silence were arrested on drug trafficking and illegal weapons charges during one of Denver’s largest federal undercover operations. During the raids, The ATF seized 20 lbs. of methamphetamine, 35 firearms, four hand grenades, 2 silencers as well as cash and motorcycles.





The Outlaws Motorcycle Club- one of the more notorious and oldest clubs on this list. The gang started in Matilda’s Bar on old Route 66 in McCook, IL in 1935. Using the insignia on Marlon Brando’s leather jacket in The Wild One as inspiration, the club adopted the skull with cross pistons as their official club patch.





Since the club began over 70 years ago their chapters have spread widely across the United States and have been well established in Australia, Asia, Europe and North and South America.





Harry Joseph Bowman, The World Leader of The American Outlaw Association (A.O.A.), was the international president of The Outlaws Motorcycle Club and presided over 30 chapters in the U.S. and 20 chapters in 4 other countries until he was sent to prison for 3 murders in 1999 after being on the F.B.I’s Top 10 Most Wanted Fugitive list in 1998. Across the globe members of The Outlaws have been suspected, arrested, tried and convicted of countless crimes from prostitution, trafficking in narcotics and stolen goods, arms dealing, extortion and murder





In June 2010, there was a shootout between outlaws members and federal agents in Old Orchard Beach. One gang member was shot and killed.





Pagans- The Pagans formed in Maryland in 1959 and by 1965 had expanded rapidly. Their patch depicts the Norse fire giant Surtr sitting on the sun wielding a sword with the word Pagans in red, white and blue. Members are known to wear their patches on cut-off denim jackets with accompanying white supremacist and Nazi insignia patches. The club’s members have also been seen with tattoos of ARGO (Ar Go Fuck Yourself) and NUNYA (Nun’Ya Fuckin’ Business). Their territory seems to be confined strictly to the eastern coast in the United States.





Aside from their history of violent rivalry with the notorious Hell’s Angels Motorcycle Club, The Pagans have been associated with numerous crimes including murder, arson, drug smuggling and have been linked to organized crime in the upper northeastern United States. In February of 2002, seventy-three members of The Pagans Motorcycle Club were arrested in Long Island, NY after violence erupted at a motorcycle and tattoo ball. The Pagans allegedly went to the ball specifically to confront members of The Hell’s Angels MC resulting in 10 wounded bikers and one murdered Pagan member. Then in 2005, members of The Pagans allegedly shot and killed the Vice-President of the Philadelphia Chapter of The Hell’s Angels.











Hells Angels- Probably the most well known American biker gang, The Hell’s Angels have a long and thorough history on American highways. Much information concerning their origins is hazy due to their long-standing code of secrecy. Sometime within the 1940’s or 1950’s in California Hell’s Angels MC was formed. Their insignia is the “death’s head” logo which is copied from the insignia of the 85th Fighter Squadron and the 552nd Medium Bomber Squadron. Red lettering over white backgrounds stands for the club’s colors. With so much popularity, Hell’s Angels chapters have sprung up across the Untied States as well as Russia and New Zealand and the continents of North America, South America, Europe and Australia.


The Hell’s Angels MC have gained mass notoriety in the U.S. due to their involvement in many highly publicized run-ins with the law and rival biker gangs. 


The most note-worthy of publicized events happened during the Altamont Free Concert at Altamont Speedway in December of 1969 where it is alleged that The Rolling Stones hired members of The Hell’s Angels to stand-in as bodyguards for the band. Violence erupted in the crowd and also onto the performance stage and as a result one male was stabbed to death after brandishing a pistol. 





Another publicized incident occurred in Laughlin, Nevada in Harrah’s Casino and Hotel. A violent confrontation in the casino between rival Mongols MC resulted in one fatally stabbed Mongol gang member and two fatally shot Hell’s Angels members. 





Confirmed in Maine- The OMG groups that are confirmed to have consistent operation in Maine are: Hells Angels, Iron Horsemen, Saracens, Outlaws, Saracens, Exiles, Diablos, and Black Pistons. 





Outlaw Motorcycle Gang Organization and Leadership- Most OMG’s operate as well formed criminal elements, and are often referred to as the 1%ers, meaning, that they represent the 1% of the motorcycle community that actively engages in criminal activity.


Organization- Most OMG’s have clear roles within the club and operate in an organized manner. Most will have a president, vice president, treasurer, secretary, road captains and sergeant at arms. Other full patch members (meaning they have “earned” their colors) and prospects make up the structure of the gang. Prospects can be the most dangerous as they are still trying to “earn” their way into the group. This could be done by committing any various type of activity as demanded. 


Many members of OMG groups will operate apparently legitimate businesses such as motorcycle shops and tattoo parlors, which are often used as money laundering operations to hide criminal activity.





Recognition of OMG groups- As noted above, most OMG groups have particular “Colors” or logos that are attached to their clothing or are tattooed on the members’ bodies. Colors are always the property of the club, not the member. Colors are the responsibility of the member, and if they are lost or stolen, usually the member is punished up to and including loss of membership. A large number of OMG group members will also display white supremacist tattoos as well as club insignias. Larger OMG groups will often have clubhouses that they use for bases of operation. These locations are well observed by members, usually with surveillance cameras, driveway sensors, etc…





Conduct when dealing with OMG’s





If contact is made with an OMG member, or with a group of OMGs, it is extremely important to remember officer safety. Keep in mind that these groups are usually armed, and weapons may be concealed or visible.





Always have adequate back-up!!!





If dealing with a group, do not try to intimidate members. Be firm yet respectful, acknowledging their club membership and taking care not to “disrespect” their colors or club. Always, if safety allows, run all members of the group for warrants. Take time to fill out a “Field Interview” card or call in your computer system. Data collection is important and may lead to crimes being solved, or assisting another agency with an investigation involving one of these groups. Take photographs of identifying marks, colors, etc…if possible.





When dealing with an OMG group during a “Run”, it is always best to speak with the president, or road captain, whoever is in charge as the ranking member of the group. These “runs” are particularly important to OMG groups and are especially dangerous for law enforcement officers. Pay special attention to prospects that may be looking to earn group membership. Law enforcement are often targets for these individuals. (see attached handout)





Bear in mind that these groups frequently have support vehicles that follow their group during their “runs” these vehicles may be used to transport illegal items, or as counter-surveillance against law-enforcement activity. Be especially aware of vehicles that stop nearby while dealing with an OMG group. You may be videotaped, or audio recorded during your contact with these groups. Always remain aware and keep an eye out for support vehicles.





When a confirmed OMG member is stopped and license run, the officer will receive a “silent” hit indicating that the person is a known OMG member. This information is for LAW ENFORCEMENT ONLY and should not be relayed to the person stopped. Officers should pay particular attention to safety concerns in the event this information is provided.





Weapons- Officers should be aware that often, OMG members carry concealed weapons and possess a legal concealed weapons permit. If the person is not a felon, and has a CWP, they have the legal right to carry concealed.





Strategies that can be used to combat gang activity and growth- There are many tactics that can be used to slow or deter gang activity and or growth in a given area. 





Gang Injunctions- Historically, the most important tool that can be used to slow gang activity is a gang injunction. A gang injunction is a court-order that bans groups from engaging in certain activities. These were first used in California in the 1980’s and were challenged as unconstitutional, but were upheld by the Supreme Court as constitutional, based upon the fact that gangs and gang activity present a “public nuisance”.





Gang Interdiction Patrol- Can be used as a tool to let gang members know that law enforcement is aware of their activities and is taking steps to combat them. During gang interdiction patrols, FI cards, photographs and information regarding gang members locations, nicknames, etc...can be taken. As with any other patrol function, special care must be taken to not violate any person’s Constitutional Rights. There must be a reason for any action that is taken.





Community Policing and Neighborhood Watch- This represents the most significant way to involve the residents of an area in gang prevention. Representing a real partnership between law enforcement and the people, these tactics can result in significant buy-in from community members.





The law enforcement agency may have to adapt its operation to support programs such as these as they represent a significant paradigm shift from “traditional” patrol functions. The agency must be able to adapt and support these type of programs for best effect. 


These tactics focus on problem solving relative to the cause of the gang activity. Citizens who are comfortable with police and feel that they (citizens) are protecting their community are much more likely to share information.





Information Gathering- Special attention must be paid when gathering information on gangs, particularly OMG groups. OMG groups conduct counterintelligence on Law Enforcement. Officers’ information (phone, address, family members’ names etc…) is easily collected through social media sources, or even a telephone directory.  If researching OMG groups, DO NOT use a personal, or department computer, as OMG groups can trace the IP address of computers that have accessed their websites, thus allowing them to access your computer and information. Use a covert computer or one with a filter that does not allow it to be traced back to you or your agency.





Any Gang information that Law Enforcement of Corrections Officers gather should be documented on the attached form and forwarded to the Maine Intelligence and Analysis Center (MIAC) (attn: Tina Plourde) so Gang activity can be documented, validated, and shared with Law Enforcement. 





The information provided to MIAC is LE sensitive, and allows for more efficient information sharing surrounding gang activity and operations.
































Conclusion- The chances of a Law Enforcement Officer in the state of Maine coming in contact with gang members, and or dealing with gang related crime is increasing. It is imperative that when recognizing gang-related activity, a law enforcement officer take the necessary steps to ensure his/her safety and to report, document, and make other LEOs aware of the activity. By recognizing signs of gang activity, whether it be street gang, or Outlaw Motorcycle Gang activity, agencies can take steps to slow gang growth and share information with other agencies and the communities they serve.
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Provide the class “Gang Handout” and allow the class time to read.
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Show Harrah’s Video





http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QaX4mshdLvA
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Instructor should provide students with handout “ Gang Run Formation”
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Instructor should provide handout “OMG Card” and encourage them to share information with the MIAC.
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