Maine Criminal Justice Academy

Board of Trustees Minimum Standards

HATE OR BIAS CRIMES POLICY

Date Board Adopted: 09/09/2011

Effective Date: 12/31/2011

The agency must have a written policy to address Hate or Bias Crimes by its officers, to include, at a minimum, provisions for the following:

                        1.
A policy statement that recognizes the importance of investigating all bias motivated complaints.

                        2.
A policy statement that prohibits the stops, detentions, searches, or asset seizures and forfeitures efforts based on race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, religion, economic status, age, or cultural group by members of this agency; and which states individuals shall only be stopped or detained when legal authority exist to do so; and that members of this agency must base their enforcement actions solely on an individual’s conduct and behavior or specific suspect information.

3.
Officers are responsible for being familiar with the Maine Civil Rights Act and applicable criminal statutes.


4.
Definition of a hate or bias crime, and a bias motivated incident.


5.
Definition of bias-based  profiling:  Targeting an individual(s) based on a trait common to a group for enforcement action to include, but is not limited to race, ethnic background, gender, sexual orientation, religion, economic status, age, or cultural group.


6.
Dispatching procedures regarding receipt and response to a bias motivated complaint.


7.
Establish an investigative procedure to be used for bias motivated incidents.


8.
Requirement to notify the Office of the District Attorney of any bias motivated crime(s) discovered through investigation.


9.
Requirement to establish notification and reporting procedures to the Office of the Attorney General of any bias motivated crime or incident.


10.
Procedure for identifying the agency’s civil rights officer.


11.
Description of the duties of the agency’s civil rights officer.


12.
Officers must abide by their agency policy as it applies to all standards of the Maine Criminal Justice Academy Board of Trustees.



Note:
Any violation of these standards may result in action by the Board of Trustees.
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