



            MYTH OR FACT??

1. 11% of all rape victims are males (F)

(1999 National Crime Victimization Survey, Dept. of Justice, Bureau of Just. Stats)

2. Between 1 and 7 and 1 and 8 college women experience completed or attempted rape during their college years  (M)

(The fact is that it is between 1 and 4 and 1 and 5 college age women)  (National College Women Sexual Victimization Study, Dept. of Justice, 2000)

3. 48% of females are raped by strangers compared to 28% of males  (M)

(It is actually 28% of females and 48% of males) (U.S. Dept. of Justice – August 2000)

4. More than half of all rapes of women occur before age 18, 20% occurs before age 12  (F)   

(National Violence Against Women Survey – Nov. 2000)

5. In a recent National Crime Victimization study, women were 16 times more likely than men to experience rape or sexual assault  (F)

(Department of Justice, 2001)

6. 1 in 8 victims of sexual assault under the age of 12 are boys  (M)

(1 in 4 victims under the age of 12 are males)  (National Center for Juvenile Justice, Sept. 1999)

7. Sexual assaults are usually reported to law enforcement  (M)

(26% to 37% are reported to law enforcement)  (Dept. of Justice)

8. Same gender sexual assault means the survivor is gay/lesbian/bisexual/transgender  (M)  (sexual violence is not sexual orientation)
9. The United States has the lowest rate of rape of any country that publishes such

statistics (M)  

(U.S. has the highest rate, 13 x more than Great Britain, 16 x more than Japan)(Dept. of Justice)
10. An estimated 10,000 women and children are trafficked into the U.S. annually for

sexual exploitation or forced labor  (M)

(50,000 women and children are trafficked into the U.S. annually) (U.S. Central Intelligence Agency, 2000)

11. Of the most frequent crimes against people with disabilities, sexual violence was a lower rate than for people without a disability  (M)

(People with developmental disabilities have a 50% greater risk of sexual violence than people without developmental disabilities)  (Sobey, Dick. Violence & Abuse in the Lives of People with Disabilities.  1994)
12. About half of rapes and sexual assaults occur in the lowest third of income distribution  (F)

(U.S Dept. of Justice, 1994)

13. An estimated one million children, mainly females, enter the sex trade each year (F)

(UNICEF)

14. Sexual violence happens only the young and attractive  (M)

(example:  60,000 women age 50 or older raped each year)  (Sexual Assault in Postmenopausal Women, Obstetrics & Gynecology, 1992)

15. Drinking alcohol and taking other drugs are the reason so many sexual assaults

happen (M)

(On average each year about 37% of rapes and sexual assaults involve alcohol use by the offender – the alcohol is not the cause)  (Alcohol and Crime; An Analysis of National Data on the Prevalence of Alcohol Involvement in Crime – US Dept. of Justice, 1998)

16. Sexual violence is spontaneous and not planned, it ‘just happens’  (M)

(It is usually thought of as ‘going to have sex,’ consent of the other person is not considered in the decision)

17. If there weren’t any ‘serious’ physical injuries, survivors will get over the sexual assault quicker (M)  

(Impact of trauma includes physical, social, emotional and psychological)            

Prepared by:

Susan Hall Dreher, MHSA
Executive Director

Sexual Assault Support Services of Midcoast Maine 

207-725-2181

www.sassmm.org
12/07



