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Overview

This lesson is a basic overview intended to stress the importance of crime scene management and the collection of evidence.  One area that is often overlooked is the fact that all evidence belongs to someone and eventually likely will be returned. In some cases the collected evidence has no real value, the owner does not want it returned, or no owner can be established.  Officers must take every precaution possible when collecting and marking evidence to ensure that the collection, processing, storage and return of the evidence does not diminish the property’s value.  As an example: the permanent marking of a valuable antique would certainly reduce the value of the property when other means of marking could be utilized.  In cases involving serious crimes the diminished value of the evidence collection or marking of the evidence may be reasonable and therefore acceptable.  In less serious crimes, efforts should be made to advise the complainant of the potential for damaging evidence before it is collected and marked.  You may consider contacting the Crime Lab for advice on the best method to collect, preserve and submit the item for analysis.

Another consideration in the collection and storage of evidence exists when an officer receives a firearm pursuant to a court order for protection from abuse under 19-A MRSA 4006 subsection or 19-A MRSA 4007 subsection 1 paragraph A-1. (attached to this lesson plan)  The officer shall communicate to the parties involved the prohibitions on the purchase or possession of a firearm when a protection order has been issued. 

Federal law prohibits the possession of firearms or ammunition by anyone subject to a protection order (as does Maine state law), as well as anyone previously convicted of a misdemeanor crime of domestic violence.  If you encounter such an individual or seize firearms pursuant to a court order which involves these prohibitions, please contact ATF or the U.S. Attorney’s office.

 The officer shall exercise reasonable care to avoid loss, damage or reduction in value of the firearm or firearm accessory and may not permanently mark the firearm or fire the firearm unless there is a reasonable suspicion that the firearm has been used in the commission of a crime.  Any liability for damage or reduction in value to such firearm is governed by Title 14 MRSA chapter 741. 

Instructional Goal
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Material & Equipment
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Student outside assignments:
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Criterion Test Questions

1.   T or  F.   Biological evidence is defined as having human or animal origin, such as blood,               

                     semen, or saliva.

2.   The first task of the first responder at a scene is to:

A. Take Photos

B. Contact the Medical Examiner

C. Evaluate the scene

D. Take detailed notes  

3.   T or F.   Photographs provide accurate documentation to allow investigators to reconstruct the  

                   scene.

4.  The  __________ is crucial to document the location of photos taken.  Ans. =  Photo Log 

5.    T or F.   A comparison scale is not needed when taking photos of evidence.

6.    A scene diagram provides accurate spatial relationships of evidence that compliment details of 

       the scene provided by _______________.  Ans. =  Photographs
7.   T or F.   You do not need to include personal protection materials in your scene kit as not all 

      scenes will have bio-hazards.

8.    T or F.  A cotton tip applicator containing blood evidence should be submitted after air dried? 

9.    T or F.   Tape sealing a druggist fold is the preferred method of sealing it.

10.   T or F.   Never submit a loaded firearm to the lab for processing.

11.   Which section of law outlines the provisions for liability for damages or reduction in value  to a firearm or firearm accessory when an officer does not use reasonable care in the collection, marking or storage of the item.  _______________.  Ans. = Title 14 MRSA Chapter 741

12.   T or F.  The evidence tag may be the actual container the evidence is in.

13. The documentation of evidence collection and possession throughout the   

         investigation process, to include the trial and post trial process is referred to as the _________________________.   Ans. = Chain of Custody
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Attachment #1

During the 123rd session of the Maine Legislature, Title 25 MRSA 2804-C-2-C was enacted outlining the process for law enforcement officers in the collection of firearms evidence. 

Title 25 MRSA 2804-C-2-C.  Receipt of firearms; training; procedure; liability.  Beginning January 1, 2008, the Maine Criminal Justice Academy shall provide training for municipal, county and state law enforcement officers regarding the proper handling, storage, safekeeping and return of firearms and firearm accessories received pursuant to a court order under Title 19-A, section 4006, subsection 2-A or Title 19-A, section 4007, subsection 1, paragraph A-1. Such training must include education concerning the prohibitions on the purchase or possession of a firearm when a protection order has been obtained and communication with parties to protection orders concerning such prohibitions. 

In developing materials for training in domestic violence issues, the Maine Criminal Justice Academy may consult with a statewide organization involved in advocacy for victims of domestic violence and with an organization having statewide membership representing the interests of firearms owners. 

A law enforcement officer who receives custody of a firearm pursuant to Title 19-A, section 4006, subsection 2-A or Title 19-A, section 4007, subsection 1, paragraph A-1 shall exercise reasonable care to avoid loss, damage or reduction in value of the firearm and may not permanently mark the firearm or fire the firearm unless there is reasonable suspicion that the firearm has been used in the commission of a crime. Any liability for damage or reduction in value to such a firearm is governed by Title 14, chapter 741. 

Attachment #2

MRSA Title 19-A  4006. Hearings 

 2-A. Temporary orders; possession of dangerous weapons.   The court may direct the  

        defendant not to possess a firearm or other dangerous weapon for the duration of the 

         temporary order if the complaint demonstrates: 
       A.  Abuse that involves a firearm or other dangerous weapon; or [2003, c. 372, §2 (NEW).]
B. A heightened risk of immediate abuse to the plaintiff or a minor child. In determining 

      whether a heightened risk of immediate abuse is present, the court shall consider, but is  

      not limited to consideration of, whether: 

(1) The temporary order of protection is not likely to achieve its purpose in the absence of    

      such a condition;

             (2) The defendant has violated orders of protection;

             (3) Past or present abuse to a victim resulted in injury;

             (4) The abuse occurred in public; and

             (5) The abuse includes:

                     (a) Threats of suicide or homicide;

                     (b) Killing or threatening to kill pets;

                     (c) An escalation of violence;

                     (d) Stalking behavior or extreme obsession;

                     (e) Sexual violence;

                     ( f) Excessive alcohol or drug use; and

                     (g) Abuse against a pregnant victim. [2003, c. 372, §2 (NEW).]
If the court prohibits the defendant from possessing a firearm or other dangerous weapon in a temporary order and if the defendant moves for dissolution or modification of an order pursuant to subsection 7, the court must hear and decide the motion as expeditiously as possible and must issue a written decision on the motion within 24 hours after a hearing on that motion. 

If the court prohibits the defendant from possessing a dangerous weapon other than a firearm in a temporary order, the court shall specify the type of weapon the defendant is prohibited from possessing. 

If the court prohibits the defendant from possessing a firearm or other dangerous weapon in a temporary order, the court shall direct the defendant to relinquish, within 24 hours after service of the order on the defendant or such earlier time as the court specifies in the order, all firearms and specified dangerous weapons in the possession of the defendant to a law enforcement officer or other individual for the duration of the order. If the weapons are relinquished to an individual other than a law enforcement officer, the defendant must file, within 24 hours after such relinquishment, with the court or local law enforcement agency designated in the order a written statement that contains the name and address of the individual holding the weapons and a description of all weapons held by that individual. The court may subsequently issue a search warrant authorizing a law enforcement officer to seize any firearms and other dangerous weapons at any location if there is probable cause to believe such firearms or dangerous weapons have not been relinquished by the defendant. 

[ 2003, c. 372, §2 (NEW) .] 

Attachment #3

 MRSA Title 19-A  4007. Relief

Subsection 1, paragraph A-1. Protection order; consent agreement.   The court, after a hearing and upon finding that the defendant has committed the alleged abuse or engaged in the alleged conduct described in section 4005, subsection 1, may grant a protective order or, upon making that finding, approve a consent agreement to bring about a cessation of abuse or the alleged conduct. This subsection does not preclude the parties from voluntarily requesting a consent agreement without a finding of abuse. The court may enter a finding that the defendant represents a credible threat to the physical safety of the plaintiff or a minor child residing in the plaintiff's household. Relief granted under this section may include: 

If the court enjoins the defendant under this subsection and the enjoined conduct constitutes harassment under Title 17-A, section 506-A, the court shall include in the order a warning in conformity with Title 17-A, section 506-A. (Harassment) 

A-1.  Directing the defendant not to possess a firearm or other dangerous weapon for the duration of the order; [1997, c. 334, §5 (NEW).]
Attachment #4


Attachment #5
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This unit of instruction is an overview of the basics of crime scene investigation and evidence collection.  Emphasis on securing and managing the scene, types of physical evidence, photographing of evidence, the importance of collecting and preserving evidence, documenting and securing an evidentiary chain of custody, and ultimately the return of evidence to the proper owner.  Proper evidence collection and preservation is vital in establishing the innocence or guilt of a person and the veracity of witness and suspect statements.  Keep in mind that you should never underestimate the results that can be obtained through expert analysis of seemingly unimportant clues and traces left at the crime scene.








After this unit of instruction the student will be able to accomplish the following objectives as outlined in this lesson:








6.4.1    Identify common evidence collection terms and definitions


List responsibilities of the first responder at the scene


6.4.3    Explain why photographing of evidence is important


6.4.4    Explain the importance of knowing where and when photographing of evidence is          


            needed


6.4.5    List equipment needed for photographing of evidence


6.4.6	 Explain the importance of a scene diagram


List materials used in the packaging of evidence


List techniques used in the collection and packaging of biological materials


List techniques used in the collection and packaging of trace materials


List techniques used in the collection and packaging of firearms evidence


List considerations when receiving firearms from a defendant pursuant to a court order for protection from abuse


List procedures for the tagging or marking of evidence


Explain the importance of chain of custody of evidence







































































2 hours





HO#1     25 MRSA 2804-C-2-C 


HO#2     19-A MRSA 4006 sub 2-A


HO#3     19-A MRSA 4007 sub 1-         


               A-1


HO#4      Sample Druggist / Paper   


                Fold


HO#5      Revolver marking  


               diagram


      











Interactive Discussion
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I.    Overview 





      Discuss with the class the fact that this class is a mandatory   


      training topic for the 2008 training year and read the highlights of 


      25 MRSA 2804-C-2-C which are attached to this lesson plan.  The 


      overview on pg. 2 of this lesson plan also highlights these issues.


   





II.   Terms / Definitions





Evidence= A thing, a document, or the testimony of a person                


                        that bears on the truth or falsity of an assertion  


                        made in litigation.





Scene = A scene is a location wherein evidence of an event                               


                      may be located. It is not necessarily the location the 


                      event took place. 





Spatial = relating to, occupying, or having the character of 


                     space.





Biological Materials = Materials that have human or animal         


                                        origin, such as blood, semen, saliva, etc.





Trace Materials =  Small pieces of evidence left at the scene     


                                     that are not biological in nature. 


  


Bindle / Druggist fold =  Also referred to as a Paperfold, A     


                                             piece of paper folded to hold trace               


                                             evidence.





Cartridges = Unfired rounds or ammunition not yet fired which consist of bullet, case, powder and primer (complete unit).





Casing = the ammunition casing after it has been fired.





       I.   Bullet = the projectile or lead that has been fired.





      





III.  First Responder Responsibilities





Respond


 


Make observations on the way to the scene


Take mental notes of those observations


Be mindful of officer safety





Evaluate





Officer safety (crime in progress ?)





First aid,  


Bio/Chemical hazard, 


Weapons


Fire, Gas, Electric 


 


Determine and limit the number of officers needed to        


   control the scene





Evaluate nature of Incident


 


           a.  Determine what specialties are needed.  K-9, ERT, Lab,  


          Medical Examiner, etc. and request assistance


Personal protection gear





Notes:   Time to take initial notes on factual observations (all notes are discoverable).


   


Secure


                 


Clearing a house for officer safety (see section III-H)


Preliminary assessment of scene to determine scene              


       perimeter and extend to ensure boundary encompasses         


       entire scene 


3.    Secure the entire scene   


4.    Limit and record those accessing the scene and document                           officials function within the scene 





Rule of Thumb: Extend the scene beyond the scene boundary to enable preservation of evidence that may not be appreciated or realized at the preliminary stage.


                       


Protect:  Safeguard the scene from weather, animals, traffic





Observe and note the basic factors:





Time of call, arrival, narrative/description


Basic sketch


Weather/temperature


Doors open or locked


Lights on or off


Thermostat setting





Notify:  Supervisors, M.E., D.A., Next of Kin





Documentation





Attendance log


Narrative


Sketch


Photographs with log


Evidence log


Reports


               


       H.  Right to Search the Scene


             


             Do you have a legal right to be here?


   


          1.  Consent search


          2.  Exigent circumstances


Public property


Medical Examiner authority to determine cause and 


          manner of death





 IV.    Photographing Evidence


        


         A.   Why photograph the scene





Scene preservation





To document the condition of the scene as close to it’s  original state as possible


Photographs provide accurate documentation to allow investigators to reconstruct the scene    


Photographs taken during all steps of the scene        


      examination provide a complete overview   


d.   Photographs provide detail of the scene and           


      compliment the scene diagram which provides   


      accurate spatial relationship of evidence 


           


Will assist investigator in determination of the sequence 


      of events


                


                    a.   While writing the incident report or reviewing the 


                          scene


                    b.   May reveal information or evidence originally not  


                          observed or later determined to be important


Used to interrogate a suspect to refute or                  


      corroborate a statement


                    d.   Paints the picture for an investigator that is assigned 


                          the case after processing has been completed (Cold 


                          Cases)


                    e.   Enables reconstruction of the scene 





	   3.    Preserves Integrity of Scene


		


Digital Stills/Video ideal method of describing scene  


     information to investigators


	          b.  Reduces number of personnel within scene which limits               


                          chances of evidence contamination by being displaced, 


                          destroyed or artifacts being created.





              4.  Will assist with prosecution


                  


                    a.   Can have a positive impact on a jury!!


                    b.   Can show seriousness of a crime, injuries, property 


                          damage, weapons used, etc.


                    c.   Can assist both officers and witnesses recall when 


                          testifying


Corroborates or refutes witness testimony.  Gives      


      weight to officers testimony


                              


              5.  Use for training purposes 





                    a.  To review scene to correct deficiencies


                    b.  Ties topic to visual learners


                    c.   Good examples of pros and cons to photography    





         B.   Where and when to photograph





Photos are a must and should be taken at every scene


Photos must be taken before, during and after scene    


      processing is conducted


              3.   Proper methodology of scene photography


                 


                   a.  Overall photos (document entire scene)


                   b.  Mid range photos (establishment photos to establish 


                        interrelationship of evidence of the scene)  Be sure to  


                        link your photos so each shot leads into the next with a 


                        common item


                   c.  Close up photos (specific detail of individual                   


                        evidence/aspects of the scene


                   d.  Comparison photos ( technical photos of evidence, ie:        


     prints or footwear for comparison)       


 


                4.  When the photos are taken is crucial. Photo logs of 


                      the time the photos are taken is paramount for an 


                      accurate report.


                5.   As investigation continues photos of new evidence 


                      should be taken. Photograph throughout all stages of the            


                      scene investigation to document evidence as it is  


                      discovered.


                6.   Photograph evidence in place before moving. 


                      Never replace items that have been moved


                7.   Comparison photos need a scale


                8.   When in doubt take a picture!!! 





         C.    Required Equipment 





Digital / 35mm camera / digital video


                 2.   Extra Batteries / flash / lenses


                 3.  Tripod


                 4.   Scale for comparison (ft/mm)


Sticky notes-Used to note item #  (evidence markers)


Assistant to hold lighting, record evidence, note taking.


  


        








      D.    Limitations: 





             1.   Photos only provide a two dimensional observation


             2.   Depth perception limitations (e.g. photo of RR tracks  


           where rails appear to converge in the distance).


             3.  Spatial distortion may occur with wide angle lense and is     


           common when camera is not perpendicular/90 degrees  


           to object(s) in photo creating false perception of distance, 


           depth, and height of objects within the scene (e.g. photo 


           taken of two sides of building from corner)


          


V.    Scene Diagrams





       A well documented scene ensures the integrity of the investigation  


       and provides a permanent record for later evaluation as well as to 


       refresh your memory when the case goes to trial one to two years 


       later.


 


       A.   Scene diagrams provide accurate spatial relationships of   


              evidence that compliment details of the scene provided by 


              photographs.





       B.   Sketch the entire location including the general layout,       


              furniture, sinks, windows, doors, and the location of evidence 


              recovered


  


       C.   Provide measurements on the sketch and           


              triangulate / coordinate distances to recovered objects. Also   


              note the distance to adjacent buildings and other landmarks.








Prioritization of the scene provides for a timely and methodical preservation and collection of evidence.


       


VI.   Materials used for Packaging and Collection of Evidence





        A.    Packaging material used in collecting physical evidence





 Paper and plastic bags 


 Paper wrapping 


 Cotton swabs (cotton tip applicator/swab shields)


 Druggist Fold / Bindle 


 Evidence tape


 Pill boxes/evidence tins


 Boxes (long gun, hand gun, knife boxes)


 Paint cans (for fire debris)


 Jars


 Sharps containers


 Zip ties


 Test tubes


 Distilled water





         B.    Personal protection material used for Biohazard (body fluids) 


                collection are;





     1.  Latex or nitrite gloves


     2.  Universal protection plastic gown /Tyvex suit, disposable


     3.  Face shield /mask, eye protection


  4.  Tyvex booties


  5.  Red Plastic biohazard bags





         C.   Remember with any body fluid there are risks of Blood Borne 


                Pathogens and potential chemical hazards encountered at  


                the scene





Be aware HIV or Hepatitis


Non air borne/ blood borne contaminants


Consider head lice





Officers processing scenes should have a kit pre-assembled with the above listed items included.


 


VII.  Techniques for collection and packaging of biological   


materials.





Collection procedures for collecting biological materials        


      (blood, semen, etc)


               


Use cotton tip applicator to swab blood and saliva stains concentrating the stain onto the tip of the swab


               2.  Air dry cotton swabs/swab shield


               3.  If a mobile object has blood evidence, collect the  


                    entire object  


              4.  Package most evidence in paper not plastic. Plastic can           


                    facilitate tainting mold and other moisture issues.


              5.  You may use plastic bags for wet items or food items  


                    which should be immediately placed in the freezer.


6.  Use distilled water on dry stains – use 1-2 drops of Distilled  


      water only so as not to overly dilute the blood stain


              7.  Refrigerate whole blood samples (do not freeze)


              8.  Submit to the lab as soon as possible


It is almost always best to submit entire object to the lab     


            10.  Semen should never be swabbed except if it is on a non 


                   porous surface. Always take cuttings or submit the entire        


                   item for semen analysis  





Collection procedures for collecting Stains





Air dry stain


Package stain and item stain is on in paper wrapper


Freeze 





Lab technicians are aware that condensation from


thawing could compromise the sample and will take


precautions.


                       


Techniques for collection and packaging of trace materials.





Hairs should be collected in the following manner.





You can pick up hairs with tweezers.


Place hairs in a druggist fold


Place druggist fold in envelope and label


Collect samples from both victim and suspect.


a.   Collect samples from 5 areas of the head 


      b.  10-15 from each area.





Fibers and Textiles





Picked up with fingers or tweezers


Druggist fold or coin envelope


Never place in plain envelope alone


Always send clothing from which it originated for comparison 





Glass :  Miscellaneous items such as glass and plastic pieces  


                    should be packaged in paper or in boxes. The types 


                    of analysis available for glass evidence is limited and 


                    you should contact the Crime Lab to inquire about 


                    collection, preservation and submittal procedures 





Paint evidence comes in various forms on different items and they require different techniques.





Paint on garments 





Check areas showing pressure glaze, tears, or other contact


Do not remove paint, mark garment, wrap by rolling in paper





Paint Chips from vehicles 





Take paint samples from vehicle for comparison


Place paint chips in paper bindle or druggist fold


Avoid glass vials only as last resort


To obtain paint chips, clean and wash a knife and scrape paint chips into druggist fold then place druggist fold into envelope and seal with tape.


Never tape seal a druggist fold!





IX  Techniques for the Collection of Firearms Evidence





A.   Firearms should be handled as follows.





Never submit a loaded firearm to the lab unless it is hand carried and identified. 





a.   Firearm can be loaded if delivered in person


b.   Cartridges can be left in magazine if removed from the 


      gun


c.   Never clean the weapon, bore, chamber or cylinder 


d.   Never attempt to fire the gun before submitting


e.   Never pick up a weapon by placing a pencil or other 


      object in the end of the barrel


 f.   Never disassemble weapon


g.   Record the following information from firearm


                            (i)     serial number


                            (ii)    make  (be cautious not to confuse with importer) 


                            (iii)   model


      (iv)   caliber of the weapon


                            (v)    document the location of rounds in the cylinder 


                                    or number of rounds in magazine.  Mark the  


                                    cylinder with a Sharpie along the top strap to 


                                    indicate the chamber under the hammer.


                      h.   Place weapon in a sturdy strong box


(i)    cardboard 


                             (ii)   wood


  use zip ties to secure. Do not secure near trigger or inside trigger guard


  use arrow to indicate muzzle direction


  If firearm is found in water, submit it in water.  Use a tin can or zip lock bag and leave it in the water to prevent rust.


  If a firearm is covered in decomposition place in a plastic bag and refrigerate to slow deterioration.    





        B.    Bullets or casings should be handled in the following manner





Never mark the item, only the packaging


Place in a pill box 


Do not attempt to clean recovered bullets.  Rinse bullets gently when removed from animal carcass or deceased as the body fluids may eat away at the copper jackets and may make it more difficult to microscopically identify.





        C.   Ammunition should be handled in the following manner





               1.   Always try to recover ammunition for comparison


               2.   Ammunition should not be marked.  Mark the box instead 


                     of individual rounds





Process for the Seizure of Firearms by Court Order





The following procedures must be followed when seizing a  


       firearm or other dangerous weapon from a defendant 


       pursuant to a court order for the protection from abuse under 


       19-A MRSA 4006-2A or 4007 Sub 1 paragraph A-1.


  


  A.  Court Order


           


       1.  The order will identify all firearms and specific other 


            dangerous weapons to be seized.


               2.  The order will require submission within 24 hours of 


    service of the order and may specify sooner. 


3.  The order will require submission to a law enforcement                


     officer or other individual   


     


               a.   If other individual, defendant must forward within 24                               


                     hours the name, address, and inventory of items


               b.   Court may issue search warrant to search for                additional weapons.           





          B.   Seizure Procedure  


 


                1.  The officer must notify the defendant of the following:





                      a.  The prohibitions of purchase of firearms or other                    


                           specific weapons outlined in the order.  


                      b.  The prohibitions of possession of firearms or other                    


                           specific weapons outlined in the order.





                2.   Secure the firearm or accessories as you would other                         evidence


                    


                       a.    Officer must exercise reasonable care to avoid: 


                              (i)    Loss of firearm or accessory


                              (ii)   Damage or reduction in value


                              (iii)  May not permanently mark 


                        b.   May not fire the firearm unless there is reasonable 


                              suspicion that the firearm was used in the 


                              commission of a crime.


  


Liability for Damages - Any liability for damages or  


       reduction in value to a firearm or firearm accessory                             


       is regulated under 14 MRSA chapter 741   





 XI     Marking and tagging evidence.





Evidence Tags should be filled out in the following 


manner:





Description of item seized.  Describe the item briefly


Name, Write name of collecting officer


Date, the date when evidence was collected


Case number, your department’s case number


Location, where you collected the evidence


Reference number / evidence log number, this number should correspond to the evidence log.


Indicate name of individual if collected from individual.


Additional info:  write any special instructions or hazards on this line





           B.   Location of tag on evidence is important





        1.    Document location on evidence control log  


                 2.     Place tag where it is visible


        3.    Place tag where it will remain secured to    


               evidence for transportation to either the evidence   


               lockup or the crime lab


         4.   The tag may be the actual container the evidence   


               is in





 Example.    Officer initials and item number       MAL-1


                    Date and Time                             2-2-08 1300 hrs


                    Description               1-12oz Coors beer can empty


                    Where                       Smith residence office floor


                    Case #                                        SPL08-0025      








XII.   Chain of Custody





Chain of Custody is the documentation of evidence collection and possession of evidence throughout the investigation process to include the trial and post trial process





         A.   Procedures for establishing chain of custody





               1.  Complete chain of custody form


               2.  Complete evidence tags & logs


               3.  Review your agency’s policy on evidence 


                    locker/room and removal/ transport policies





I





 













































































H.O. #4 Diagram for making a druggist fold





(Kapak bags are useful for fire debris and wet items) 





Give examples of when to use:




































































6.4.8





































































































6.4.9




















































































































Tape sealing a druggist fold can potentially destroy trace evidence when removing tape.
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H.O. #5 Diagram of proper marking of revolver



















































































6.4.11





Outline of instructional Unit                                                                               Objectives & Notes





Outline of instructional Unit                                                                Time       Objectives & Notes





7





Outline of instructional Unit                                                                                Objectives & Notes





Outline of instructional Unit                                                                               Objectives & Notes





��
��
�






Outline of instructional Unit                                                                                Objectives & Notes














Review federal provisions in the overview section of this lesson plan
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It is essential not to mark evidence with “victim” or “suspect”. It would appear that you have already formed a conclusion.
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H.O. #1


MRSA 25 2804-C-2-C
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H.O.#4    sample of                             


               Druggist fold
































To preserve the integrity of the scene





6.4.2
















































































It is difficult to enlarge the scene after the public has accessed the perimeter





2 officers can control a small scene until additional assistance arrives.




























































































Photographs may be taken when in plain view.
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Include photos of M/V crashes and recovered property 













































































Bite marks, shoe impressions, comparisons.
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May include Aerial photos





When photographing the scene of a D.V. case, photos of phones ripped from walls or other phone damage is important evidence. 

















Show examples of photos using good/bad techniques. 





Display/diagram sample of scale
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Ensure your equipment is properly charged
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Locard's exchange postulate states that 


“Whenever two objects come into contact with each other traces of each are exchanged”
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HOW TO MAKE A DRUGGIST FOLD
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