1. Probable Cause #1 - The existence of circumstances that would lead a reasonable and prudent person, to believe in the guilt of the suspect.  (Blacks Law Dictionary).
2. Probable Cause #2 – “facts and circumstances within the knowledge of the officers and of which they have reasonably trustworthy information which would warrant a prudent and cautious person to believe that the arrestee did commit or is committing the offense” (Maine Law Enforcement Officers Manual)
3. Self- defense #1 – An act done in the reasonable belief of immediate danger, and, if an injury was done by a defendant in justifiable self-defense, he can never be punished criminally or held responsible for damages in civil action. (Blacks Law Dictionary)
4. Self-defense #2 – A person is justified in using a reasonable degree of physical force upon another person in order to defend himself or a 3rd party what he reasonably believes to be the imminent use of unlawful force.  (Maine Law Enforcement Officers Manual)
5. Predominant Aggressor: (formally known as Primary Aggressor):  The person who is most responsible for the abuse, uses the highest level of abuse, has an established history of abuse in the relationship, and who represents the more serious present threat of abuse, when both parties have committed some sort of abuse toward each other.

· The DOMINANT or MOST SIGNIFICANT aggressor. 

· Has established history of domestic violence.

· At the scene of a domestic violence crime.

· Both parties have committed some sort of violence toward the other.

· In determining who is the predominant aggressor, officers should consider:

1. Who in the relationship is the overall aggressor in terms of power and control dynamics?

2. Who is at most risk of future harm?

3. Was the amount of force used appropriate and reasonable?

4. What is the relative severity of the injuries inflicted on each person?

5. What is the likelihood of future harm?

6. Did one person act in self-defense?

7. Have there been prior complaints of domestic violence with the involved parties?

6. Defense Wounds – Wounds that can occur on both the victim and the aggressor when defending themselves.  Officers should look to see if the stories match the injuries.
