[bookmark: _GoBack]MAINE FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
Monday, August 3, 2015
(Unanimously Approved on October 5, 2015)


Chair Kevin Guimond called the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission to order at 9:03am in Florian Hall, Maine Department of Public Safety Building, 45 Commerce Drive, Augusta. Members attending today’s meeting included John Arsenault, Jay Bradshaw, Chief Daniel Brooks, Jeff Currier (for Alan Hammond), Gerry Gay, Steven Greeley, Ron Green, Jim Graves (for William Guindon),  Representative Michel Lajoie, Alex McPhedran, Harty Norris, Vicki Schmidt, Charles Soltan, Chief Joseph Thomas, Chief Michael Thurlow  and Susan Pinette (staff). Members excused included Stephan Bunker, Senator Scott Cyrway, Senator David Dutremble, Bruce Fitzgerald, Representative Lori Fowle, Geoffrey Maker and Representative Timothy Theriault. Attending as guests of the Fire Commission were Peter Rines from the Maine Fire Service Institute and Matt Gomes from the Maine Forest Service.


A motion by John Arsenault, seconded by Gerry Gay, that the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission accept the June 1, 2015 meeting minutes as amended. The motion passed unanimously. 


Committee/ Treasurer’s Reports

	The 2016 Joint Spring Conference Committee announced the 2016 Joint Conference will be held on March 23rd, 24th and 25th (Wednesday-Friday) at the Sunday River Grand Summit Resort Hotel and Conference Center in Newry. The Committee has been discussing potential keynote speakers and expects to make a final decision by December.

	The Best Practices Committee reported no new nominations but continues to encourage members to submit worthy candidates.

	The Treasurer reported on discussions with the State Budget Office on transferring funds to the Fire Commission. 



Old Business

	The Fire Commission reviewed their priorities for the First Session of the 127th Maine Legislature. Members agreed many of their goals were met although there is still more to accomplish. Members cited the well-attended Annual Legislative Breakfast held in February as a successful event.
	The Sprinkler Coalition reported that they will attend the Maine Municipal Association’s Fall Convention on October 7th and 8th. Thanks to a grant from State Farm Insurance, the Sprinkler Coalition will conduct several programs that include community risk reduction, benefits of sprinklers, and the value of sprinklers for fire fighter safety. A demonstration in the parking lot is also planned. On Thursday, October 8th from 9:00am -10:15am, the featured speaker is John Barylick, an attorney who represented many of the families whose loved ones died in the Station Nightclub Fire in West Warwick, Rhode Island in February 2003.


New Business and News From Members

	The Fire Commission has been asked by Southern Maine Community College (SMCC) to host a round table discussion on Thursday, September 17th to examine the state wide strategy of the delivery of education and training to Maine’s fire service by the Community College System. Discussion will include whether SMCC’s programs prepare students to be occupational ready; what are the needs of Maine’s fire service, including Maine’s Emergency Medical Services (MEMS) and the Maine Fire Services Institute (MFSI); and identifying the needs of all Maine’s communities, including fulltime, call and volunteer departments. Fire Commission members discussed additional topics for the September 17th meeting, the list of attendees and cancelling the regular September meeting.

	A motion by Joe Thomas, seconded by Dan Brooks, that the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission cancels the September 7th regular meeting. The motion passed unanimously.

	The Pine Tree Burn Conference will be held on October 30th and 31st at the Ramada Inn in Saco. One topic of interest on the agenda is “Is she a Cinderella or a Wicked Witch?” that discusses the increase of women as fire starters.  
	Maine Forest Service reported that a twenty member crew recently left to assist fire fighters in California. MFS says that Maine is experiencing very dry conditions this month and they are monitoring conditions around the State. 
	Fire Commission members expressed their personal gratitude to Jay Bradshaw, one of the Fire Commission’s charter members, for his service to the Fire Commission and Maine’s fire service. Happy Retirement!

	With no further business to come before the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission, Chair Guimond adjourned the meeting at 10:10am.

	Respectfully submitted,

	Susan M. Pinette
	Staff






























MEETING SCHEDULE
	

Monday, October 5th		MEETING			Public Safety		9:00am

Monday, November 2nd	MEETING			Public Safety		9:00am

Monday, December 7th	MEETING			Public Safety		9:00am

Monday, January 11th		MEETING			State House		9:00am

Monday, February 1st		MEETING			State House		9:00am

Monday, March 7th  		MEETING			State House		9:00am

Dates of Interest
October 3rd- MSFFF Fire Service Memorial, Augusta
October 7th and 8th – MMA Fall Convention, Augusta Civic Center
October 30th and 31st- Pine Tree Burn Conference, Ramada Inn, Saco
March 23rd, 24th and 25th- 2016 Joint Spring Conference, Sunday River, Newry

To Be Determined
Legislative Breakfast- February 2016?
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