MAINE FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
ANNUAL MEETING
May 5, 2014
[bookmark: _GoBack](Unanimously Approved on June 9, 2014)

Chair Kevin Guimond called the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission to order at 10:03am in Florian Hall, Maine Department of Public Safety Building, 45 Commerce Drive, Augusta. Members attending today’s meeting included John Arsenault, Jay Bradshaw, Chief Dan Brooks, Stephen Bunker, Senator David Dutremble, Gerry Gay, Ron Green, William Guindon, Alan Hammond, Mark Hyland ( for Bruce Fitzgerald) Representative Michel Lajoie, Mike LaPointe (for Steven Greeley), Geoffrey Maker, Alex McPhedran, Harty Norris, Vicki Schmidt, Charles Soltan, Chief Joseph Thomas, Representative Wayne Werts and Susan Pinette (staff). Members absent were Senator David Burns and Representative Dean Cray. William Vickerson, Counsel for the Maine State Federation of Fire Fighters, attended as guest of the Fire Commission.
Committee Reports
The Spring 2014 Joint Conference Committee reported the Joint Conference held on March 27th and 28th at the Grand Summit Hotel and Resort in Sunday River was successful and well attended. Comments were generally positive and evaluation forms are still being collected. On Wednesday, March 26th, the Joint Meeting was held and discussion was described as “lively”. The Spring 2014 Committee added that the 2015 Spring Joint Conference will also be held at Sunday River but will be pursuing other options for future conferences. 
The Best Practices Award Committee reported that Auburn Fire Chief Frank Roma received a Best Practices Award at the 2014 Spring Joint Conference. The Committee continues to encourage Fire Commission members to submit their Best Practices Award nominations to the Committee.
The Elections Committee was tasked by the Chair to seek nominations for Fire Commission officers and to offer candidates at the Annual Meeting. The Elections Committee reported they had emailed members seeking candidates for the five positions. The Committee recommended nominating the current slate of Fire Commission officers to serve for another one year term.

A motion by John Arsenault, seconded by Bill Guindon, that the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission nominate the following slate of candidates – 
Chief Kevin Guimond-Chair
Gerry Gay- First Vice Chair
Ron Green- Second Vice Chair
Alex McPhedran- Secretary
Chief Dan Brooks- Treasurer


The motion passed unanimously.
Old Business
	Fire Commission members discussed the conclusion of the Second Regular Session of the 126th Legislature and the final disposition of legislation the Fire Commission had been tracking. Members received copies of the Governor’s letter explaining his reasons for vetoing LD 1154- An Act To Establish the Maine Length of Service Award Program. Members discussed plans to reintroduce LOSAP legislation, citing the need to identify a funding component in any future legislation and educating new legislators following the November elections. Members also discussed reaching out to potential partners. Fire Commission members also complimented Representative Joyce Maker of Calais for her sponsorship of LD 1154 and her tireless efforts to pass a LOSAP bill in the 126th Legislature.
	Members were updated on the progress of the NFPA 1917 Standards for Automobile Ambulances and the specifications for the purchase of ambulances. The process is ongoing with May 16th as the close of the comment period. A second draft of the revisions of the standards is expected this fall. Members were encouraged to go to www@NFPA.org  for additional information and to read or make comments.

New Business
	Members discussed the upcoming summer meeting schedule and whether to cancel the July and August meetings. Members decided to schedule a discussion on potential legislation at the June meeting and to defer the decision to meet in July and August until June. Suggestions for discussion at the June meeting included petroleum trains and related issues such as education, safety, evacuation and environmental concerns. Other topics for discussion include CO detectors in hotels and college dorms and the safety concerns regarding the use of alternative heating sources (solar panels, pellet stoves).

With no further business to come before the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission, Chair Guimond adjourned the meeting at 11:26am.

Respectfully submitted,


Susan M. Pinette
Staff
	
	


	
MEETING SCHEDULE



Monday, June 9th 		MEETING		DPS			10:00am

Monday, July 7th		TBD

Monday, August 4th		TBD

Monday, September 8th	MEETING		DPS			10:00am

Monday, October 6th		MEETING		DPS			10:00am

Monday, November 3rd	MEETING		DPS			10:00am

Monday, December 1st		MEETING		DPS			10:00am		
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