[bookmark: _GoBack]MAINE FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
Monday, March 7, 2016
(Unanimously Approved on Monday, May 2, 2016) 

Chair John Arsenault called the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission to order at 9:02 a.m. in Room 438 of the State House, Augusta. Fire Commission members attending today’s meeting included Chief Dan Brooks, Senator Scott Cyrway, Matt Gomes, James Graves, Steven Greeley, Ron Green, Chief Joseph Guyotte, Representative Michel Lajoie, Vicki Schmidt, Charles Soltan, Chief Joseph Thomas, Chief Michael Thurlow, Chief (RET) Larry Willis and Susan Pinette (staff). Members excused included Stephen Bunker, Bruce Fitzgerald, Representative Lori Fowle, Gerry Gay, Harty Norris, Shaun St. Germaine, and Representative Timothy Theriault. Attending as guests of the Fire Commission were Chief Thomas Higgins, Bangor Fire Department; Jeffrey Cammack, Executive Director of the Maine Fire Chiefs’ Association; Peter Rines, Maine Fire Services Institute; Christopher Beaumont, Chair of the Fire Science Program at Eastern Maine Community College; and Chief Marc Veilleux, Sabattus Fire Department.

A motion by Chief (RET) Larry Willis, seconded by Chief Joseph Thomas, that the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission accepts the meeting minutes of December 7, 2015; January 11, 2016; and February 4, 2016 as written. The motion passed unanimously.


Committee Reports

	The 2016 Joint Spring Conference Committee reported that final preparations are underway for the conference scheduled for March 23rd through March 25th at the Sunday River Grand Summit Resort and Conference Center in Newry. The Joint Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday March 23rd. Fire Commission members are encouraged to pre-register for the conference if they have not already sent in their registration forms. Members were also informed that all 75 vendor spaces were sold out.
	The Best Practices Committee reported no new nominations were received this month, but continued to encourage Fire Commission members to forward worthy candidates to the Committee.
	The Training Needs Committee led a discussion on the Fire Commission’s report that was sent to the Maine Community Colleges in January and further action by the Fire Commission on the report’s recommendations. Members agreed that it was important to keep communications open with the Community Colleges and continue to encourage their participation in moving forward with the recommendations in the final report. Three Fire Commission members agreed to act as liaisons with the Community Colleges and to report back to the Fire Commission. 
The Elections Committee presented their proposed slate of candidates for the five Fire Commission officer positions. According to Fire Commission bylaws, the election of officers is held at the Annual Meeting. Prior to the Annual Meeting, the Elections Committee was tasked with selecting candidates for the officer positions and submitting the names to the full membership at the meeting prior to the Annual Meeting. The Elections Committee surveyed members regarding their interest in serving for these positions.  The proposed slate of candidates is as follows-
Chair- Chief Dan Brooks
First Vice Chair- Gerry Gay
Second Vice Chair- John Arsenault
Secretary- Ron Green
Treasurer- Chief Michael Thurlow



	A motion by Ron Green, seconded by Chief Dan Brooks, that the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission accepts the slate of candidates for the five Fire Commission officer positions proposed by the Elections Committee. The motion passed unanimously.



Old Business

	Fire Commission members reviewed the status of several bills still pending before the Maine Legislature as the Second Regular Session entered the last few weeks of the legislative session. Initially members discussed LD 1465 An Act To Require the State To Adequately Pay for Emergency Medical Services; LD 1476 An Act To Improve the Law Concerning Carbon Monoxide Detectors; LD 1535 An Act To Protect Firefighters by Prohibiting the Sale and Distribution of New Upholstered Furniture Containing Certain Flame-retardant Chemicals; and LD 1626 Resolve, Regarding Legislative Review of Portions of Chapter 4: Water-based Fire Protection Systems, a Late-filed Major Substantive Rule of the Department of Public Safety, Office of the State Fire Marshal. In addition, members were updated on LD 500 An Act To Support Municipal Volunteers (became law in 2015) and LD 655 Resolve, To Study the Feasibility of a State Firefighter Training Facility. 

New Business and News From Members

	Chief Marc Veilleux of the Sabattus Fire Department gave a presentation to the Fire Commission regarding emergency responders encountering violent situations. Chief Veilleux described a recent incident involving two Sabattus Fire Department members responding to an emergency medical call. The two emergency responders, after being allowed into the home by the homeowner, were met with a victim holding a gun. Fortunately this situation ended peacefully and no one was injured, but many questions were raised regarding the safety, identification and training of emergency responders. Fire Commission members discussed prior legislation submitted in the 125th Legislature that ultimately was defeated. However many members were interested in pursuing an “after deadline” bill in the 127th Legislature. Members also suggested further discussion on this topic at the Joint Meeting later this month.




	With no further business to come before the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission, Chair Arsenault adjourned the meeting at 10:25 a.m.



	Respectfully submitted,



	Susan M. Pinette
	Staff













MEETING SCHEDULE

	

Monday, May 2nd		ANNUAL MEETING	DPS 			9:00am

Monday, June 6th		MEETING			DPS			9:00am

Monday, July 11th		MEETING			DPS			9:00am	
	
Monday, August 1st		MEETING			DPS			9:00am

Monday, September 12th	MEETING			DPS			9:00am

Monday, October 3rd 	MEETING			DPS			9:00am

Monday, November 7th	MEETING			DPS			9:00am

Monday, December 5th	MEETING			DPS			9:00am	
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