[bookmark: _GoBack]MAINE FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
Monday, March 2, 2015
(Unanimously Approved on June 1, 2015)

Chair Kevin Guimond called the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission to order at 9:02am in Room 438, State House.  Members attending today’s meeting included John Arsenault, Jay Bradshaw, Chief Daniel Brooks, Stephan Bunker, Senator Scott Cyrway, Senator David Dutremble, Representative Lori Fowle, Gerry Gay, Ron Green, William Guindon, Alan Hammond, Mark Hyman (for Bruce Fitzgerald), Michael LaPlante (for Steven Greeley),Representative Michel Lajoie, Alex McPhedran, Harty Norris, Vicki Schmidt, Charles Soltan, Representative Timothy Theriault and Susan Pinette (staff). Members excused include Geoffrey Maker and Chief Michael Thurlow. Attending as guests of the Fire Commission were Chief Jeffrey Cammack, Executive Director of the Maine Fire Chiefs’ Association, and Matt Gomes, a  Forest Ranger with the Maine Forest Service.

The Maine Fire Protection Services Commission is pleased to report the appointments of the five Legislative members for the next two years. Senator Scott Cyrway and Senator David Dutremble were appointed by Senate President Michael Thiboudeau. Representative Lori Fowle, Representative Michel Lajoie and Representative Timothy Theriault were appointed by Speaker of the House Mark Eves. The Fire Commission welcomes its five newest members!

A motion by John Arsenault, seconded by Gerry Gay, that the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission accepts the January 12, 2015 and the February 3, 2015 meeting minutes. The motion passed unanimously.

Committee Reports

	The 2015 Spring Joint Conference Committee reminded members that the Joint Conference is scheduled for March 25-27 at the Sunday River Grand Summit Resort Hotel and Conference Center in Newry. The Committee reported that registration has been extended to accommodate late registrants. The Joint Meeting is on Wednesday, March 25th at 3:00pm and will include the popular “Open Forum” which will include legislative issues. Please note that the April Fire Commission meeting will not be held due to the late date of the Spring Joint Conference.
	The Best Practices Committee reported no new nominations for Best Practices Awards. The Best Practices Awards from the past year will be presented at the 2015 Spring Joint Conference.
At the March 2nd Fire Commission meeting, the Elections Committee was tasked with finding candidates for the five Fire Commission officer positions- Chair, First Vice Chair, Second Vice Chair, Secretary and Treasurer. The Fire Commission bylaws state:
ARTICLE III-   OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES
Section 1        Officers
The Fire Commission shall select new officers annually. Elections of officers shall be held at the regularly scheduled meeting in April, which shall be deemed the Fire Commission’s Annual Meeting, or if no regularly scheduled meeting is held in April, then the election shall be held at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Fire Commission.  The elective term of any officer shall be for the duration of twelve (12) calendar months, or the next annual meeting, whichever is sooner.  It shall be possible for a person to be re-nominated and to serve for more than one term, subject only to the election process of the Fire Commission.
The Elections Committee recommended the following slate of names to Fire Commission members for their consideration, and further recommended the Fire Commission accepts this slate of officer candidates at the Annual Meeting. 
Chair- Chief Kevin Guimond
First Vice Chair- Gerry Gay
Second Vice Chair- John Arsenault
Secretary- Ron Green
Treasurer- Chief Dan Brooks

Old Business
	Fire Commission members received and reviewed the updated “Bills of Interest” list. Several bills were added to the list, including LD 626 “An Act Regarding Community Paramedicine Pilot Projects” sponsored by Senator David Dutremble and referred to the Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety. 
	A motion by John Arsenault, seconded by Alex McPhedran, that the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission send a letter of support on LD 629 “An Act Regarding Community Paramedicine Pilot Projects”to the Joint Standing Committee on Criminal Justice and Public Safety. The motion passed unanimously with five abstentions (Jay Bradshaw, Alan Hammond, Mark Hyman, Michael LaPlant, and Chief Joseph Thomas).


	Fire Commission members discussed the Legislative Breakfast held on February 5th at the Senator Inn and hosted by the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission, the Maine Fire Chiefs’ Association, the Maine Federation of Fire Fighters and the Professional Fire Fighters of Maine. Over thirty five Legislators and/or staff members attended the Legislative Breakfast representing House Districts from 1-151, five Senate Districts and a representative from the Houlton Band of Maliseets.
	Members were updated on the progress of the Sprinkler Initiative Coalition. The Coalition is very excited about their goals which include educating homeowners, community leaders, legislators and others in order to make the best decisions regarding fire safety. The Coalition has partnered with State Farm Insurance who is focusing on rural fire loss. Coalition members will be working to make presentations to local officials and educate them with real facts, including the science behind fire behavior, and to gain acceptance of fire sprinklers in the home. The Coalition is also working with the Maine Municipal Association (MMA) on “community risk reduction” and plans to make a presentation at MMA’s fall convention.

	With no further business to come before the Maine Fire protection services Commission, Chair Guimond adjourned the meeting at 9:40am.

	Respectfully submitted,


	Susan M. Pinette








MEETING SCHEDULE
		

Monday, June 1st		ANNUAL MEETING		State House		10:00am

Monday, July 6th		MEETING			Public Safety		TBD

Monday, August 3rd		MEETING			Public Safety		TBD

Monday, September 14th	MEETING			Public Safety		TBD

Monday, October 5th		MEETING			Public Safety		TBD

Monday, November 2nd	MEETING			Public Safety		TBD

Monday, December 7th	MEETING			Public Safety		TBD
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