[bookmark: _GoBack]MAINE FIRE PROTECTION SERVICES COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, February 3, 2015
( Unanimously Approved on Monday, March 2, 2015 )

Chair Kevin Guimond called the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission to order at 12:10pm in Room 437, State House.  Members attending today’s meeting included John Arsenault, Chief Daniel Brooks, Stephan Bunker, Gerry Gay, Steven Greeley, Ron Green, William Guindon, Alan Hammond, Representative Michel Lajoie, Geoffrey Maker, Alex McPhedran, Chief Michael Thurlow and Susan Pinette (staff). Members excused include Jay Bradshaw, Senator David Burns, Senator David Dutremble, Bruce Fitzgerald, Harty Norris, Vicki Schmidt, Charles Soltan and Chief Joseph Thomas. John Martel, President of the Professional Fire Fighters of Maine, and Matt Gomes, a  Forest Ranger with the Maine Forest Service.

Committee Reports

	The 2015 Spring Joint Conference Committee reminded members that the Joint Conference is scheduled for March 25-27 at the Sunday River Grand Summit Resort Hotel and Conference Center in Newry. The Committee reported the registration forms have been sent to attendees and vendors, with copies on the Fire Commission’s and Maine Chiefs’ web sites. The Committee also reported strong vendor interest. The Joint Meeting will be held Wednesday, March 25th at 3pm. Members discussed their individual registration fees and whether these fees would be waived. 

	A motion by Ron Green, seconded by John Arsenault, authorizing the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission to waive the 2015 Spring Joint Conference registration fees for its members. The motion passed unanimously.

	The Best Practices Committee received a nomination last month for Scarborough Fire Department, Fire Chief Michael Thurlow and Scarborough Town Planner Dan Bacon for their initiative in developing the new position of Fire Inspector/Commercial Code Enforcement Officer. The initiative’s goal was to streamline the review, permitting and inspection process by hiring one individual with experience in both code enforcement and life safety fire inspection. Scarborough’s successful initiative  has been suggested as a model for other Maine communities.



A motion by Steve Bunker, seconded by John Arsenault, to accept the nomination of the Scarborough Fire Department, Scarborough Fire Chief Michael Thurlow and Scarborough Town Planner Dan Bacon for a Maine Fire Protection Best Practices Award. The motion passed unanimously.


Old Business
	
	Fire Commission members discussed the following fire service related bills that have come before the Maine Legislature as of this date.
LD 37 	  An Act Regarding Emergency Lights on a Vehicle Used by a Member of a 
                            Municipal or Volunteer Fire or Emergency Medical Services Department

LD 62	  An Act To Require Notice to Municipal Officers of Violations of Emergency 
                            Medical Services Law and Rule

LD 125  An Act Extending Workers' Compensation Benefits to Certain Employees 
                             of the Office of the State Fire Marshal Who Contract Cancer

LD 152  An Act To Encourage Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation To Be Taught in High 
               School

LD 164    An Act To Establish the Maine Length of Service Award Program

LD 165  An Act Regarding the Funding of Volunteer Fire Departments

LD 166  An Act To Allow York County To Better Provide Rescue and Ambulance
                Services

LD 177	 An Act To Protect Farm Animals from Noise from the Discharge of Fireworks  
             and Explosives

LD 196	 An Act To Ensure the Safety of Stationary Public Utility Emergency Service 
              Vehicles

LD 206 An Act To Clarify Restrictions on Disclosure of E-9-1-1 System Information

LD 246 An Act To Prohibit the Handling of a Mobile Telephone While Operating a
              Motor Vehicle  

	

	Fire Commission members were reminded that the Legislative Breakfast is scheduled for Thursday, February 5th at the Senator Inn on Western Avenue. 


New Business and News From Members

	Chief Guimond will address the Criminal Justice and Public Safety Committee on Wednesday, February 11th on the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission .  
	The Sprinkler Initiative Group will meet on Wednesday, February 25th in Florian Hall, Department of Public Safety Building.


	With no further business to come before the Maine Fire Protection Services Commission, Chief Guimond adjourned the meeting at 12:56pm.



	Respectfully submitted,





	Susan M. Pinette
	Staff
	















MEETING SCHEDULE
		

Thursday, February 5th 	Legislative Breakfast	Senator Inn		TBD

Monday, March 2nd		MEETING		State House		10:00am

Wednesday, March 25th	Joint Meeting		Sunday River		TBD

Thursday, March 26th 		Joint Conference	Sunday River		All Day

Friday, March 27th		Joint Conference	Sunday River		8am-noon

Monday, May 4th		ANNUAL MEETING	State House		TBD

Monday, June 1st		MEETING		State House		TBD










All meetings in the State House are in Room 438 unless otherwise indicated.
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