Maine EMS Education Committee Minutes

January 14, 2009

Present: Liz Delano, Leah Mitchell, Eric Wellman, Kevin Gurney, Tiffany Stebbins, Joanne LeBrun, Jeff Regis, John Brady, Butch
Russell, Dan Batsie — Chair (joined at 1130 hrs.), Jan Brinkman.

TOPIC DISCUSSION/ACTIONS TAKEN FUTURE ACTION
1. Meeting called to order at | Introductions n/a
0930
2. Acceptance of Minutes Motion to accept October 2008 minutes n/a
(Stebbins, Gurney) — passed.
Motion to accept December 2008 minutes n/a

(Gurney, Wellman) — passed.

3. Unfinished Business:
Training Center Approval
Process

Review of MCJA and
Fire Academy
Instructor programs

The Committee was informed that the TCAP was not
approved by the Board last week. The Board meeting was
held via teleconference and it was felt that this discussion
would be best to do live at the February Board meeting.

It was recommended that a preface be added to this document
to address the need for a regular review of this process to be
done by ? the Ed. Comm., OPS Comm., or the Board?

It was discovered that after the last updates to the document
regarding Appendices B & C that the date on the front cover
was not revised to reflect this.

The Committee had been asked to review the Instructor
programs offered by the Maine Criminal Justice Academy
and the Maine Fire Academy to see if they are equivalent to
the Maine EMS I/C Training Program.

Peter Rines from the Maine Fire Academy and Eric Parker
from MCJA were contacted and asked for their course
curricula and outlines. The MCJA was recently redesigned
and is now a full 2-week program that incorporates an

Dan will be attending the February
Fire Chiefs meeting to answer any
questions related to the TCAP
document/process that they have.

This recommendation will go to
OPS for discussion.

Jan will post the latest revision
date on the document and this
version will go into the February
Board meeting packet.
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NREMT cert.

I/C CEH’s for meetings

equivalent student teaching module. Individuals receiving this
certification must still complete the “Orientation to Maine
EMS materials & agencies” module of the Maine EMS 1/C
Training Program to be considered equivalent. The ME Fire
Academy Instructor programs do not currently meet the
Maine EMS I/C student teaching requirements. An individual
must have both the Fire Instructor | and the Fire Instructor 11
certifications and then must complete the Maine EMS student
teaching module and the “Orientation to Maine EMS
materials & agencies” module to be considered equivalent.
Motion: To accept the MCJA Instructor program and the
ME Fire Academy Instructor program (must have had
both I & I1) to be equivalent to the Maine EMS I/C
Training Program as long as the necessary modules as
mentioned above have been completed.

(Wellman, Brady) — passed.

The Committee has talked in the past about approving the use
of NREMT certification towards Maine EMS license renewal.
Joanne suggested that we bring this proposal up immediately
since the Rules are being considered this Spring.

Motion: Individuals holding a current Maine EMS EMT-
Basic or EMT-Paramedic license who have re-registered
their National Registry certification and can show a
current NREMT card would be eligible for Maine EMS
licensure renewal.

(Delano, Stebbins) — passed.

Over the past couple of months there has been an ongoing
discussion about 1/C’s receiving Category 7 CEH’s for
attending local, regional, or state level meetings pertaining to

n/a

Dan will draft a proposal to go to
Rules by Feb. 5"
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education (Ed. Comm. or Exam Comm. meetings). This
concept was taken to the Board in November. The Board
would like to see how this would be evaluated for CEH
equivalency and wanted a proposal with more specifics.

After discussion here the Committee decided that this should
be considered like any other CEH approval request and would
be dependent on the educational content of a given meeting.

Jan will apply for CEH’s for
Category 7 for Education
Committee meetings with
equitable content.

4. New Business:
AVOC Courses

5. Additions to Agenda:

Statewide pre-course
testing

This fall the OPS Committee requested that the AVOC
programs (both Instructor and provider) be reviewed and
updated. A sub-committee has met once to start this process.
A letter will be going out in February to AVOC Instructors
advising them that the program is currently being reviewed,
asking for comments on current programs, and inquiring
interest in maintaining their AVOC Instructor status.

There was a request from a provider for the Education
Committee to review the statewide pre-course testing
requirements. Currently pre-course requirements may vary by
region based on course needs. Should the state look to
institute statewide pre-course testing standards instead of
letting the regional offices set these standards?

Motion: To continue to let the course sponsor dictate the
pre-course testing methods/standards based on course
needs as long as they are equivalent for each individual
participant for the given course.

(Delano, Wellman) — passed.

Sub-committee members: Brian
Chamberlin, Scott Cook, Ron
Jones, and Jan Brinkman.

n/a
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Specialty Program
Application
Process

Student Handbook

Dr. Busko has asked the Education Committee to review and
approve the draft for the Maine EMS Specialty Program
Application Process. The basis for this document is to set
forth an approval process for specialty programs that exceed
the current scope of practice of Maine EMS licensure and
applies to a limited geographic service area or population (e.g.
island care, industrial EMT team). This would not apply for a
piece of equipment. The application process would give
sponsors a format to follow guidelines for program approval
and, thus, there would be consistency for program approval
for specialty programs.

Discussion about change of title to “Expanded Scope of
Practice Program Application Process”. This would lessen the
confusion with specialty programs like the spinal assessment
or CPAP programs that started as a local or regional pilot
program and then went statewide. Recommendation that lines
e & funder the OPS Committee section be added to the
Education Committee section as well.

Motion: To accept the documents with the above name
change on the documents (Expanded Scope of Practice
Program Application Process).

(Stebbins, Wellman) — passed, 1 abstained.

The Committee reviewed the draft of the Student Handbook.
After discussion, several recommendations were made to
various sections and then it was suggested that sections 3
through 11 and 16 through 18 should be removed from the
Maine EMS handbook and covered in the course sponsor’s
handbook.

These recommendations will go to
OPS Committee.

These recommendations will go to
OPS Committee.

Meeting adjourned at 1242 hrs.

6. Next meeting

Wednesday, December 10, 2008 at 0930 hrs.

Page 4 of 5




Maine EMS Education Committee Minutes
January 14, 2009

Page 5 of 5



