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Message from MeBHS Director

Many crashes happen
when roads are snow,
slush or ice covered.
To keep safe
SLOW DOWN
Think ahead
Don’t go if you don’t
have to
Plan extra time, Use your headlights
Increase following distance
Clean off your vehicle completely
Turn off cruise control, Use your brakes
carefully
Weather conditions change rapidly in Maine so
be ready to
Adjust, Adjust, Adjust

Lauren V. Stewart, Director MeBHS
*

Waterville PD OUI Details

During the 2008 Holiday Enforcement officers
of Waterville Police Department wrote 105 seat
belt citations and 5 OUI tickets. A recent

press release stated “the officers are
committed to detecting, arresting, and
removing intoxicated drivers from our streets —
without exception or hesitation.” For more
information contact: Waterville Police
Department 207-680-4700

*

St. Patrick’s Day

dé#%ﬁQ*.

driving

Designate a sober driver this St. Patricks Day.

Whether you're attending a parade or
making a trip to the local pub, don't rely
on the luck of the Irish to keep you safe.
Designate a sober driver before the
party begins - Friends Don'’t Let Friends
Drive Drunk.

Driving while impaired during the St.
Patrick’s Day holiday puts everyone on
the roads at risk.

Whether you're meeting a few friends at
the pub or attending the local parade, if
you plan on drinking, don’t drive. If you
notice your friend is showing signs of
impairment, don’t let him or her get
behind the wheel.

Impaired driving has dire consequences.
Don't rely on the luck of the Irish this St.
Patrick’s Day.

Remember on St. Patrick’s Day,

Friends
Don’t Let

~ Friends
Drive Drunk.
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Mobilizations News

The Bureau of Highway Safety’s Holiday
Enforcement Campaign began on October 15
and ended January 4, 2009. There were 33
local law enforcement agencies and 7 Sheriffs’
departments, as well as the Maine State
Police, participating in this first-year program.
Over $262,000 has been awarded to those
departments to conduct dedicated safety belt
and OUI enforcement details. All departments
participated in the 2-week national safety belt
crackdown November 17-30.

According to the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration, in a four year period,
thirty-eight percent of all traffic fatalities during
the Christmas period occurred in crashes
involving a drunk driver or motorcycle rider and
41 percent during the New Year’s period. This
compares with 31 percent for the year as a
whole.

The Bureau of Highway Safety is anticipating
great results from this year’s Holiday
Enforcement Program, including a reduced
number of alcohol-related crashes and
fatalities on Maine’s roadways.

For additional information, go to
www.maine.gov/dps/bhs

The Argument for the Drinking
Age of 21 is...

To read more about how the drinking age and fatal crashes are
related go to:

http://www.iihs.org/

Augusta PD Conducts Speed Detalils

Augusta Police Department Lt. Kevin Lully, above,
tracks the speed of vehicles crossing Memorial
Bridge in Augusta as Patrolman Chris Shaw waits
to pursue a driver. Officers stopped almost 100

speeders crossing the bridge.
*
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Keeping Kids Safe: Inside & Out

You place your children's safety at the top of
your priority list. You shopped for the safest car
when you started a family. You read up on car
seats for kids and figured out which one worked
best for you and your family. You even took your
car and car seat to a seat-checking station to let
an expert check and approve of your handiwork.

But did you know there are other dangers in and
around your vehicle that could seriously harm or
even Kill your child?

We have identified six common dangers that
even the most careful parents can overlook, and
some tips on how to avoid them, for more info
about backover, heatstroke, power windows,
rollaway, seatbelt entanglement and trunk
entrapment go to;

http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov/

Large Animal/Vehicle Collisions

Duane Brunell of Maine DOT reports the new
maps will be available soon. His phone is
207-624-3278

*
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2007 Law Enforcement Challenge

The Maine Bureau of Highway Safety
sponsored the 2007 Maine Law Enforcement
Challenge this year. The Maine Law
Enforcement Challenge (MLEC) is an
opportunity to showcase a law enforcement
agency’s community traffic safety programs. A
successful traffic safety program reduces
injuries and saves lives. A winning program
combines policy, training, public information
and education, incentives and recognition, and
enforcement to reduce crashes, death and
injuries as well as economic loss. LE
agencies are broken into two categories for
Maine judging purposes: large and small
departments, based on the size of a
department’s patrolmen. Once winners are
selected, their Challenge submission is
forwarded to the International Association of
Chiefs of Police Law Enforcement Challenge,
which is a nationwide competition.

This year 10 departments participated in the
Challenge, which showcased each
department’s traffic safety programs during the
2007 year.

York PD, Rockland PD, Presque Isle PD,
Sagadahoc County SO, Farmington PD, and
Bath PD submitted applications for the small
department category. York PD came in first
place, winning a Watchguard DV-1 in-cruiser
overhead video unit. Rockland PD took second
place, winning a MPH laser radar. Presque Isle
PD won third place, and earned a Decatur
radar.

Augusta PD, South Portland PD, Wells PD,
and Cumberland County SO competed in the
larger department category. Augusta PD and

South Portland PD tied for first place; both
departments earned a Watchguard DV-1 in-
cruiser overhead video unit. Wells PD took
second place, and was awarded an MPH laser
radar.

Additionally, Sagadahoc County SO won third
place in their category in the national
competition.

An awards luncheon was held Monday, July
21, at the Ramada Inn in Lewiston. All 10
participating departments were present for the
luncheon and the awards ceremony that
followed.

Wells Police Chief Jo-Ann Putnam (on the
right) with Officer Kevin Chaput and the
department's new radar speed detection
equipment won as part of their participation in
the Law Enforcement Challenge. With the two
Wells officers are Highway Safety’s Lauren
Stewart (on the left) and Carl Hallman.

*

2008 Law Enforcement Challenge

Want to showcase your community traffic
safety programs for 2008? Enter your
department in the Maine 2008 Law
Enforcement Challenge by contacting Carl
Hallman at 626-3840.

*
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MTSC Presents Achievement
Award

Carl Hallman received an Achievement Award
from Duane Brunell representing the MTSC.
The award recognized Carl’'s outstanding work
with the MTSC as Treasurer, as Chair of the
Data Committee which produced the manual
The Status of Transportation Safety in

Maine and as coordinator of the MTSC Charity
Golf Tournaments. Sharing in the ceremony
are from left to right Duane Brunell, Brad
Foley, Betty Mason, Carl Hallman, Lauren
Stewart, Laura Nichols, Michelle Ward.

*

Administrative Ace Award

Laura Nichols from the Bureau of Highway

Safety is the first recipient of this new honor

started this year. Laura (on the left) is with
Highway Safety Director Lauren Stewart.

Into the Minds of Motorists

Last year the South Carolina Department of Public
Safety attempted something never done before.
They commissioned research that put them inside
the minds of motorists.

They brought in psychologists from Apter
International, Inc. to conduct research to identify
emotional themes and motivations that drive
people.

While safety belt usage was the primary interest
they also had the research teams explore people’s
motivations behind drinking and driving.

The results of the interviews proved provocative,
sometimes humorous and often shocking. They
included comments such as;

| feel like wearing a seat belt is like wearing clothes
that are too tight...| feel trapped.

| would wear it if it wasn’t mandatory.

It takes guts to drink and drive, man, and I’'m going
to take the risk.

I'm a good drunk driver, | slow down.

| can have some water, some fresh air and I'm fine
to drive when I’'m drunk.

They used the findings to craft highway safety
messages that might reach high risk groups. By
highlighting actual responses of real motorists, they
hoped people would either see themselves in the
comments or be outraged. Either way, they hope
the ads, coupled with enforcement, will motivate
more people to drive responsibly.

For more information regarding the Apter study, contact the
Office of Highway Safety, SC Department of Public Safety
at 1-877-349-7187

Condensed from Directions in Highway Safety Fall 2008, A

publication of the Governors Highway Safety Association
*
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Teen Driver Focus Group

Lauren Stewart reports convening a Teen
Driver Focus Group specifically to identify who,
what, where, when and why Maine
experiences so many teen driver related
crashes and deaths. The group consists of
representatives from Injury Prevention, BMV,
DOT, the Safety Council of Northern New
England, Office of Substance Abuse, AAA and
the Maine Drivers Education Association. To
date the meetings have consisted of compiling
all of the crash data available to identify the
specific target audience. We have determined
our target to be males between the ages of 16-
18. Most prominent are late night crashes
(when they should not be driving on GDL),
alcohol and speed related crashes and single
vehicle — run off road crashes. Finally, we
have determined the days of the week and
times of the day most likely to result in crashes.
Our next steps are to identify best-practices
from around the Nation and determine best
potential projects for Maine to address our
issue.

The Focus Group has remained small
purposefully. We will add representatives from
other interested groups (teens, parents and law
enforcement for example) as we make
determinations regarding direction and need to
convene working groups.

*

Always Looking for a Good
Safety Article, Idea or Project!

Call us at the Maine
Bureau of Highway Safety
office @ 207- 626-3840
with your article, idea or
project.

*

Think about it.
Parents have much more
influence than they think

This Think about
It brochure is
presented to the
parents of new
teen drivers in
Maine through a
partnership of:

Maine DOT
Maine Bureau of
Highway Safety
Maine Turnpike

Authority
Maine Secretary
of State

For copies of the
brochure
contact;

Duane Brunell, PE
207-624-3278
or
www.themtsc.org

*

Partnership is published by the
Maine Bureau of Highway Safety
164 State House Station
Augusta Maine 04333
This newsletter is published in digital format only
and no funds were used for printing.
To submit articles for publication contact the
Bureau of Highway Safety’s office at 207-626-3840
or email johnny.male@maine.gov
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