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Message from MeBHS Director
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Law enforcement
agencies across Maine
are participating in 3
major enforcement
programs geared toward
reducing speeding,
impaired driving and to
increase the use of seat
belts.

Prevention is the key. From May to mid September
you will see an increased presence of law
enforcement details, so if you speed, drive impaired
or don’t wear your seat belt, the chances are good
you will be caught.

The goal is to make Maine’s roadways a safer
place for Maine people.
Lauren V. Stewart, Director

Cops are cracking down.

Buckle Up.
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Speed Shz;tters Life

At G sho's hir™ At 35 she's dead.

Drive 25 mph in neighborhoods &...or

It's all about physics. There is a reason the speed

limit is low in residential areas, human bodies don’t

do well when competing with large metal vehicles.
Do you speed in your neighborhood?

Share the Road

Farm machinery has a legal right to use public
roads just as other motor vehicles. Farm machinery
can unexpectedly turn onto a
public road from a field or
driveway.

NORWAY 14
PARIS 15
DENMARK 23

Farm machinery travels slower
than normal traffic, often at
speeds of 25 miles per hour or
less.

Farm machinery operators
may not be able to see you, if
you can'’t see the driver, the
driver can’t see you.

Slow moving farm machinery
traveling less than 25 miles per
hour should display a slow

moving vehicle
emblem on the -~ |

back of the e il
equipment. This is a quickly
identifiable sign to other motorists.

Machinery that is half on the road and half on the
shoulder may suddenly move completely onto the
road.

Extra-wide farm machinery may take up more than
one lane to avoid hitting obstacles such as
mailboxes and road signs.

Before passing farm machinery:

Check to be sure the machinery is not turning left.
Look for left turn lights or hand signals. If the
machinery slows and pulls toward the right side of
the road, the operator is likely preparing to make a
wide left turn. Likewise, sometimes to make a right
turn with wide equipment, the driver must fade to
the left. Determine if the road is wide enough for
you and the machinery to safely share.

Look for roadside obstacles such as mailboxes,
bridges, or road signs that may cause the
machinery to move to the center of the road.

Be sure there is adequate distance for you to safely
pass and Share the Road. *
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Maine Motorcycle Safety

Spring is here and Governor John Baldacci has
proclaimed May as Maine’s Motorcycle Safety and
Awareness Month in Maine.

The Governor welcomed the United Bikers of
Maine to the Blaine
House earlier in the
month for a tea
reception and to
make the
proclamation.

Maine has a
number of
wonderful rides,
from the coast to
the western
mountains and
Maine Motorcycle
Rides is a map of
Maine that includes
a number of
suggested rides,
accommodations,
public events and
safety related
information.

Copies of the
Motorcycle Rides are available from the Me Bureau
of Motor Vehicles, Me Tourism, United Bikers of
Me, and local motorcycle dealers or Me Bureau of
Highway Safety @ 626-3840.

Did you know that during 2003-2006, 2,340
motorcycle operators and 288 passengers were
involved in motorcycle crashes in Maine? If you

want to know more you can read Maine

Motorcycle Crashes: Causes and Injury

Outcomes , a report prepared by the Maine Health
Information Center for the Maine CODES Advisory
Committee May 2009 and is available at:

www.maine.gov/dps/bhs/crash-data/index.html

*

Save A Brain-Wear A Helmet

The Brain Injury Association of Maine’s Save A
Brain-Wear A Helmet campaign held on April 18",
was a huge success! Despite cool temps and
threatening rain clouds, approximately 1,600
children received properly fitted bicycle helmet free
thanks to a grant from the Maine Bureau of
Highway Safety.

Shannon Moss, News 8, joined the BIAME and the
Bureau of Highway Safety in their effort to protect
Maine children from traumatic brain injuries.

Shannon remarks, “I have two little boys at home
who love to ride their bikes, so as a parent safety is
my number one priority.”

An 8 year old girl in
Portland told BIAME
staff that she
received a new bike
for Easter, but the
family didn’t have
enough money to
purchase a helmet so
her bike had to be
parked until they
could afford one.
Once fitted for her
new bike helmet, this 3" grader promptly grabbed
her mother’s hand and headed for the exit. At last
she was ready to ride!

The BIAME and its campaign sponsors include
Bureau of Highway Safety and WMTW 8. Partner
locations include the following police departments:
Augusta, Biddeford, Lewiston, Portland, Sanford,

Topsham, Waterville plus the Biddeford YMCA.

Volunteers from Spectrum Medical, Westside
Neuro Rehab, the International Order of Rainbow
for Girls and UNE helped with the days helmet
fittings.

For more information on how you can help protect
Maine children from traumatic brain injuries, contact
the Brain Injury Association of Maine by calling
861-9900 or email denise@delorie.com.
PREVENTION is the only cure for traumatic brain
injures! *
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Car Size is Important Freedom on the 4 ™ of July

The Insurance Institute for
Highway Safety has published
a number reports which
strongly suggests the size,
type and even color of your car

makes a difference in, if, and . .
how damaging a crash can be. Almost 6000 people were co_nwcted of Op?ratlng
This recent article is about Under the Influence (OU_I) in 2007. Tha_lt san
size. average of 16 per day. Drinking and driving can

take away your freedom.

For more information

http://www.iihs.org/sr/default.aspx

Safety Belts

Knox County Sheriffs is
just one of 69 Maine law
enforcement agencies
actively participating in the
state wide campaign to
increase safety belt usage.

According to the National
Highway Traffic Safety
Administration, if the seat
belt usage rate in the US
hypothetically rose to at
least 90%, 1,652 additional
lives would be saved. In
Maine’s the seat belt usage
rate is 83%. If that rate
increased to 90% an
additional 13 lives of Maine
citizens could be saved.
The numbers for minor and
major injury prevention are

even higher. Safety Belts
save lives and prevent injuries.

For more information on the real costs;
www.maine.qov/dps/bhs

*

*
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Teen Drivers & the Safety and Health
Council of Northern New England

Insurance companies may not have known the
psychology or physiology of young people, but they
knew the math. Drivers under 25 have the highest
violation rate in distracted driving, speeding, driving

while intoxicated and ignoring traffic control
devices. Most people drive safer at age 25, and
that’s when they lowered the premiums.

The National Safety Council has a program based
on that basic premise, keep them alive till 25. They
also know the most important factor in keeping
young drivers safe is parental involvement. With
that idea in mind, they have a special program for
parents called

“Alive at 25 Parents Program”
and it's free during National Safety Month’s Teen
Driving week, June 1-7.
Accessible June 1-7 only at

http://www.parentprogram25.com/NSM

The council is also sponsoring an instructors
program and those interested should contact them
at the number below.
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Teen Drivers

Recent article from

the Insurance

Institute for Highway

Safety suggests

monitoring devices

can help reduce teen

risky driving and

perhaps ease some

of the worry parents

face when their kids

start to drive.

Findings also suggest

that technology can’t

substitute for parents

getting involved. Parental involvement is the key to
teen driver safety. For more info;

http://www.iihs.org/sr/default.aspx

*

Always Looking for a Good Safety
Article, Idea or Project!

Call us at the Maine
Bureau of Highway Safety
office @ 207- 626-3840
with your article, idea or
project.

Partnership is published by the
Maine Bureau of Highway Safety
164 State House Station
Augusta Maine 04333
This newsletter is published in digital format only
and no funds were used for printing.
To submit articles for publication contact the
Bureau of Highway Safety’s office at 207-626-3840
or email johnny.male@maine.gov
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