MAINE COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM

POLICY BOARD
“The mission of this Board is to ensure the provision of a professional, high-quality, cost-effective, and reliable public safety emergency communications system, that provides our citizens a prompt and appropriate response to calls for service.”

MEETING MINUTES

September 10, 2012

Members present; Bob Devlin, Chief Michael Tracy, Commissioner John Morris, Bob Gasper and Wayne Gallant

Guests present; Karen Curtis and Cliff Wells

With no quorum, Bob Gasper began discussions at 2:00PM, concerning the lack of appointments from the Governor’s Office for the Municipal Representatives. Commission Morris stated that he would check and see if a list had been sent to the Governor for appointment.

The conversation then moved to the usefulness of the Policy Board, and if there was still a need for it to exist. The discussion involved the need for user input, which the Bureau does provided through it “user group” meetings at each of the centers. There was discussion on the methodology for setting rates, and what if a community was not pleased with the rates, or some other aspect of the agency. Their recourse would be through the Commissioner’s Office. 

Commissioner Morris mentioned that Rep Beth O’Connor has submitted a bill that is proposing the reduction of PSAPs from 26 down to 2 centers. There was some discussion on the bill that was submitted in the last session to reduce down to 17, which did not pass.

Cliff briefed the Board on the staffing situation in the four centers. Cliff also distributed the proposed municipal rates for FY 14 & 15.  These will be sent out to the municipalities prior to December 1, 2012.

Bob Gasper reported to the Board that Verizon Wireless is looking to begin testing of “texting to 911” after the first of 2013. DPS Gray and Orono will be the only two sites to receive test 911 calls, and as this is rolled out, it will only be promoted to the hearing impaired community for the initial rollout.

Meeting ended at 2:40 PM

NEXT MEETING, MONDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2012

PROPSED MEETING DATE FOR 2013;

March 4, 2013

June 3, 2013

September 9, 2013

December 2, 2013

