MINUTES FROM THE 2nd SPRINKLER TAG
3/23/2010
Saco Train Station Conference Room
6:30 p.m.
Meeting opened at 6:40 p.m. Introductions were done.
TAG members present: Jeff Twitchell, Rob Baker, Gerry Leach, Peter Cutrer, Tim Travers, Lee DeVito, Mark Cummings, Eric Ellis, Andrew Grant and Barbara Berry
Building Codes Board members present: Dick Tarr, Rich McCarthy, Barry Chase and Roger Rossignol

DPS Staff present:  Dir. Dick Dolby and Kathy Chamberlain

Roger Rossignol, Board member addressed the group and suggested that the folks who are “for” putting in a sprinkler system in the adopted 2009 IRC Code as well as the folks who are “against” could perhaps give the Sprinkler Board members 10 “talking points” on why they feel the way they do. The regular Board will then go through the analysis matrix they have created to make a final decision as to putting the requirement of sprinkler systems for new construction one and two family homes or not. He would like to see these suggestions condensed to being a smaller working document instead of many pages, to make it easier for the Board to consider. 

The Maine Realtors Association conducted a survey of 600 people. 

Question 1. Should sprinklers be mandatory? 19% said yes.

Question 2. Should sprinklers be an option?   77% said yes.

1. Should sprinklers be mandatory? 19% of the 600 said yes.

2. Should sprinklers be an option 77% of the 600 said yes.
At the end of the survey, the questions were asked again, 16 % now favored mandatory sprinklers and 80 % did not favor mandatory sprinklers. 

Gorham Fire Chief, Bob Lefebvre advised the board that Gorham has had a mandatory sprinkler requirement for new construction in place since 1987. They are given two options in order to comply: build a fire pond within 2000’ of a subdivision or….install sprinklers in the homes. (It seems that the average cost per home for a sprinkler system is approximately $5,000 - $5,100 as reported by Rob Baker, Bridgton CEO, but others had echoed that approximately amount.)  Rob got this average from the new home construction in Bridgton in 2007. He recommended to wait on adopting sprinklers. 
Eric Ellis, SFMO, advised that if the board puts in sprinklers as written or required – there will be anti-legislation filed against it and there will be a huge outcry. If the Board does nothing about it, we will be in the dark ages. Sanford, Gorham and Falmouth each have about 50-60 houses sprinklered. Gorham doesn’t mandate this, but they do try to work with the folks who are building by offering economic advantages such as letting subdivisions go in further on dead end roads, if they sprinkler, for example. 
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Peter Cutrer, Sanford Fire Marshal is in favor of the tiered approach to sprinklers, because it is a cost issue. 

The “State” can’t give concessions like extending dead end roads or smaller turnouts. Those are municipal decisions.

Possibilities:
1. Would it be possible to extend the time limit to maybe 2012 for the next adoption cycle for the codes? 

2. Could a footage requirement be put in i.e over a certain footage of a residence be sprinklered only or perhaps encapsulate it with sheetrock? 

3. Seasonable properties could be exempt.

4. Perhaps the egress windows size in basement bedrooms could be smaller if it was sprinklered. 

Gorham’s mandatory sprinkler code is a Life/safety code under the Land use and Planning Board, it’s not a building code. Perhaps it won’t have to go away if that is so. It will be considered. 

Barbara Berry, Maine Realtor’s Association still stressing that affordability is the huge issue, if it is mandated. She knows that some legislation will be submitted for sure, if the Board requires sprinklers in the adopted codes. 

Rich McCarthy, board member offered that maybe we could treat this question as a conflict between NFPA 2009 which requires sprinklers and the MUBEC that might not. The Board might have more latitude to treat it as a conflict. 

Can we reach a compromise with this issue?

Next meeting will be on 3/29 at 6:30 p.m. at the Scarborough Town Hall.
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Chamberlain

