MINUTES FROM THE 1ST SPRINKLER TAG
2/24/2010
Saco Town Hall
6:30 p.m.
TAG members present: Jeff Twitchell, Maurice Pilette, Rob Baker, Gerry Leach, Jeff Emerson, Peter Cutrer, Tim Travers, Lee DeVito, Mike Nugent, Carl Chretien, Rich Cromwell, Mark Cummings, Eric Ellis and Barbara Berry
Building Codes Board members present: Dick Tarr, Rich McCarthy, Barry Chase and Roger Rossignol

DPS Staff present:  Dir. Dick Dolby and Kathy Chamberlain

Introduction: Rich McCarthy (FMO) advised that the 2006 NFPA 101 did ask for residential homes to be sprinkled. When the Fire Marshal’s Office (FMO) adopted NFPA 101, that requirement was removed. The 2009 IRC is calling for sprinklers in 2010 for one and two family new construction. 

Discussion points:

$4-$5 sq ft to sprinkler with all the costs figured in, using well water. 11 states have bills currently in, to ban mandatory sprinklers right now. Other states are looking at it. 

Rich Cromwell advised he thought it wasn’t right to force the costs of $11,000 - $12,000 on homeowners, but rather we should be looking to enforce that all homes had working smoke detectors. THAT is what saves lives, he feels, not forcing this mandatory sprinkler law on homeowners. Rich submitted to the Board his information as well as invoices where sprinkler systems had been installed in homes, that did cost this much.
Maine has about 500,000 homes – how many are sprinkled? How many have had fires? 

Suggestion made that if the new code requires sprinklers – may it have any conflicts with the State Plumbing Code? 

Manufactured homes – modulars are governed by IRC. Trailers and doublewides are governed by HUD, and not covered under the Building Code. 

Of 470 communities in the state, only 83 currently have a code. 

Maurice Pilette advised the group about NFPA 13-D basic sprinkler systems. If these are installed, there’s no maintenance required. Once you start adding MORE to the system, that makes it much less maintenance free and costs more. He insists this would be the way to go as he has dealt with them for 25+ years and stands by what he advised the group. 

Eric Ellis, FMO, submitted a Change to the 2009 IRC, to the Board. He would like to add the following, after the section that addresses one & two family dwellings to be sprinkled:

“This only applies to new subdivisions of five or more homes where none of the following options are available for a water source for fire protection:”
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1. Hydrants off of the town water supply where there is at least one hydrant within 1,000 feet of every home within the subdivision.

2. Hydrants off of a fire pond where there is at least one hydrant within 1,000 feet of every home within the subdivision.

a. The fire pond must have at least 120,000 gallons of water available under a maximum projected thickness of ice.

b. The fire pond and hydrants must be maintained at owner’s expense.

c. The town will be free of any liability regarding the fire pond.

3. Hydrant(s) off of a cistern where there is at least one hydrant within 1,000 feet of every home within the subdivision:

a. The cistern and hydrant(s) must be maintained at owner’s expense.

b. The cistern must be protected from freezing and maintain a volume of at least 30,000 gallons of water.

c. The town will be free of any liability regarding the cistern.

Where the fire sprinkler option is used, then construction trade-offs shall be given, such as allowing longer dead-end roads, smaller turn-arounds, narrow roads, and tighter cluster housing.

Smoke detectors combined with sprinklers reduce fatalities 80%, it was reported.

Instead of making a major change to the Code – perhaps options could be considered such as:

Pulling it out of the code; perhaps put it in slowly – like Eric’s proposal; or wait and make it in effect in 2012 for example. Points to be considered.

Three towns in Maine currently that require sprinklers in new construction: Randolph, Rockland and Westbrook.

Conclusion:

The Sprinkler Board members will put together a list of questions for which the TAG to respond – and take those to the full board; have the TAG members get the information back to Kathy; and then have another Sprinkler TAG meeting. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 

