Technical Building Code Board Meeting Minutes
5/10/2012
Florian Conference Room
Dept of Public Safety - Augusta

Meeting opened at 9:08 am

Board members present: Dick Tarr, Shiloh Ring, Roger Rossignol, Paul Becker, Rich McCarthy, Dick Lambert, Mike Pullen, Jeff Ohler, Barry Chase and Russ Martin
Members excused: Rick Karg
Board Chair: Commissioner Morris absent
Staff present:  Secretary Kathy Chamberlain-Robitaille
Introductions
Review of the minutes of 3/29/2012
Motion: Roger Rossignol to accept the minutes 
Seconded: Shiloh LaFreniere
Unanimous vote with two abstentions
Rich submitted his board resignation letter to the Governor’s office as the Fire Marshal/Fire Chiefs designee, due to the fact that he is going to be the Supervisor of the Building Codes within the Fire Marshal’s Office and cannot remain as a board member, but rather staff to the Board. The Fire Chiefs Association have a new candidate to submit to the Governor’s office for consideration as Rich’s replacement. He will notify the board when he hears something on this.
Financial Update

$244, 295.06  in the surcharge account as of 5/8/2012
General discussion by board members who are code enforcement officers and builders, are seeing improvement in the number of plans coming in. The Fire Marshal’s Office commercial plans are also up in numbers from last year. Things seem to be improving slightly in the building world. 

Update on Legislation – LDs 1619 & 1787 – Rich

LD 1619 and 1787 were signed by the Governor approximately on 4/16/2012. These bills will be in effect 90 days after signed, so July 2012 would be the time. The LCRED committee will be acting upon our letter to them at some point. Seasonal cottages won’t be in effect until after the season, so they are sun-setted until then. Rich will check with Senator Rector about making provisions for that in the meantime. Information should be added to the Building Codes website under LD 1619, to advise that towns over 2,000 in population who don’t have building codes, still have to have someone inspect for the prevention of the spread of fires/fire safety. Kathy will take care of adding this. Russ advised that Acton has opted in to have the building code and Richmond is out. Discussion about towns that grow a lot in population during summer months who don’t have the building code should consider it for safety reasons. 
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Amendment filed by James Mason, AG structures

Mr. Mason proposes the adoption of Appendix C to the 2009 IBC to extend the size limits of unprotected agricultural buildings. (Appendices are not mandatory and more of a guide; hence not adopted as part of the building codes original adoption.) Discussion included giving this Amendment to the IBC TAG, and perhaps the IRC TAG to look at all appendices. In LD 1253, livestock portion did not get added in. 

Motion: Mike Pullen motioned to defer this Amendment to the IBC TAG for their input.

Seconded: Dick Lambert

Unanimous Vote
*Notify those listed in the Amendment to attend the meeting when planned. 

None of this will still apply to those towns under 4,000 in population. 

Email request from Ben Johnson, Hampden CEO re: Stamped Construction Drawings etc.
Mr. Johnson suggesting that there be a standardized guideline for construction documents that have to be submitted for commercial building permits and perhaps a committee can be put together to include some of the MUBEC board members to address this. Something should be drawn up for statewide use as to the “when and what” for minimal requirements needed.  Mike Pullen is a member of the Architect Licensing Board and would be willing to be on this committee. He feels it would be good to pursue this meeting with the participants to get this clarified and the information out to code enforcement officers. Rich will contact Ben Johnson, CEO. Russ Martin also volunteered to be at this meeting as a board member and other participants would be George Ames and Rich McCarthy. It will be pursued to get this meeting set up. 

Attic Insulation Discussion – IECC 402.2
Question that has frequently been asked lately re: ceilings with attic spaces:

If required to do R-49 insulation, can I use R-38? Do I put R-38 over the wall plate only or for the whole attic or go back to R-49? 

Discussion and answer: R-38 could cover. The ICC interpretation is that the R-value from 49 to 38 is applied to the entire attic field; not just at the “eave-wall-line interface,” but only where “raised-heel” truss construction is utilized in accordance with Section 402.2.1. This is designed to improve attic ventilation and avoid compression of R-49 at the “eave-wall-line interface” which could lead to ice-damming. This interpretation came from Darren Meyers, ICC, on January 31, 2011. Dick Tarr commented that if the ICC practice will allow R-38, that should be good enough for the board. *Have Rich type this up and add air barrier for blocking of soffits etc. The Board agrees with the ICC interpretation – unanimous showing of hands. 
Unfinished Business:

Funding for the Building Codes: The Stimulus monies were extended to December 2012 that pays half of Briane Hasty’s position and all of Kathy’s. The Surcharge account is paying half of Rich’s salary with the rest of his from the FMO. In July, Legislature is giving the FMO back $700,000.00. FMO has made up $600,000 of that so far so they are building some cash flow, things are looking better. Rich will send out options that he came up with five years ago. There’s no “sunset” on the surcharge right now. 
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New Business: 

Mike Pullen inquired if the 2012 code is to be adopted? The LCRED Committee has been notified of language changes for the 2015 code. 

Timberframe construction could mean a barn used for public assembly? Did the Legislature mean frame only or everything? *Put this on the Agenda for June 28th. 
Public Comment:

Dana Tuttle, Richmond, inquiring if they have to adopt all code? It was explained to Mr. Tuttle about the town’s options per LD 1416 in this past year’s Legislative session. 

Adjournment at 11:10 am

Next meeting on June 28, 2012

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Chamberlain-Robitaille, Secretary
