Technical Building Code Board Meeting Minutes
3/14/13
Fallen Heroes Conference Room
Dept of Public Safety - Augusta

Meeting opened at 9:10 am – Introductions of Board members

Board members present: Shiloh LaFreniere, Dick Tarr, Mike Pullen, Dick Lambert, Marc Veilleux, Rick Karg, Jeff Ohler and Russ Martin

Staff present:  Commissioner Morris, Rich McCarthy and Secretary Kathy Chamberlain-Robitaille

Board member excused: Paul Becker, Barry Chase and Roger Rossignol

REVIEW OF THE 2/14/2013 MINUTES

Motion: Dick Lambert motioned to accept the minutes with one change needed
Seconded: Rick Karg 
Unanimous vote 

FINANCIAL UPDATE

As of this date, there is $247,239.27 in the building codes surcharge account. Rich reports from the Plans Review section of the Fire Marshal’s Office that they are up 35 permits from last year and $9,000 - $10,000 in fees up from last year. 

CHAIR REPORT – RICH MCCARTHY

The report for the LCRED Committee has been mailed over to it may prompt some questions from them back to the Board. Rich has emailed all of the LCRED Committee offering them any assistance from him and the Board as well as emailed the Legislative Aides and Analysts. Rich cannot represent the Board, but he can report/discuss the Board’s actions with the Committee.

LEGISLATIVE/RULEMAKING UPDATE

There are six MUBEC related bills to date:

LD 175 – An Act to Update the Laws Governing Energy Efficiency Building Performance Standards
		(clean up bill getting rid of former language)

*LD 1041/LR 899 – An Act to Modify the Mandatory Enforcement of the MUBEC for a Municipality without a Building Code History allows municipalities of more than 4000 to take a vote to the residents to decide if they want it if they did not have a code prior to 8/1/08. Commissioner Morris advised that the Governor’s office is hearing that TPI’s are charging all different amounts for their fees. There is nothing in the law that says what they can charge. Code dictates a minimum of six inspections in new construction. 

LR1724 – An act to Update References Contained in the MUBEC (not printed yet)

*LD 977/LR 1593 – An Act to Restore Uniformity to the MUBEC – takes us back to 2000 in population beginning 7/1/14 and puts it out two years for enforcement. This would not be statewide however. Commissioner Morris advised that we will probably testify neither or against with a flavor to not. We don’t know MMA’s weigh in on this yet. Where are the four options to adopt under this bill? *Rich will check on. 
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LR 763 – An Act to Return to Building Code Requirements in Effect Prior to the Adoption of the MUBEC (returns it back to non-statewide code – just a local code if you choose to enforce)

*LD 328 – Radon bill – landlords are not required to test for radon, but if they know of a test result – it has to be disclosed to tenants and future tenants. We will be monitoring this only, neither for or against. This legislation would replace current statute Title 14 Rental property. This is a separate entity from the Radon Standard that was adopted. It has been assigned to the Dept of Public Safety, probably because it deals with apartment houses. 

NON-MUBEC bill – LD 593 assigned to Criminal Justice Committee and so given to the Fire Marshal’s Office – that requires carbon monoxide detectors to be installed in all educational facilities in three different places. FMO will be monitoring only. The Fiscal note is way too expensive for schools.

DRAFT – SUBMISSION OF CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS – Mike Pullen & Russ Martin

Continued discussion from last meeting on this Draft Document for CEOS to utilize when processing building permits for commercial buildings. CEOS receive incomplete applications for permits quite often. This document is intended as a clarification – “what do I have to do and when do I have to do it?” This deals with the IBC (commercial code) only, but the Board could use something like this for the IRC (residential code). If the board did – it would be a different group like CEOS to consider this type of checklist. Some CEOs do have this kind of list, but are different from town to town. It was a general feeling of Board members that is a good idea to also do one for the IRC, IEBC, IECC etc. Brianne Hasty could send this to the CEOs and all TPIs as a Guideline in the interest of more uniformity. Let’s wait until we hear from MBOIA who were going to weigh in on this list. 
Motion: Mike Pullen motioned that the Board approves this document after any grammatical fixes and after MBOIA weighs in to be put on the MUBEC website.
Second: Russ Martin
Vote: Unanimous vote
*Suggestion to change the title of the document to include that this does not include one and two family dwellings and to refer to the IRC. Mike made note. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

IBC Weld Inspection Interpretation submitted by Paul Becker at the last Board meeting.
Motion: by Jeff Ohler to refer these documents to the IBC TAG
Seconded: by Dick Lambert
Vote: unanimous

NEW BUSINESS

Rick Karg sent an email to Senator Patrick (LCRED Committee) and attached the letter from 1/19/2011 done by former Commissioner Anne Jordan which gives Sen. Patrick the background of MUBEC. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Russ met with his Rep Gideon, Energy Committee and in discussion advised that he was on this Board and offered the Board’s assistance in any way. Rep. Herbig advised that she would pass that on to the Republic Chairman of the LCRED Committee. She also told Russ that LCRED is inundated with bills and doing a lot of Ought Not To Pass just to get through them. 
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CONFLICTS TO BE DISCUSSED

IBC 2009 Chapter 9, Section 903.3.1.3/903.3.1.2 vs NFPA 101 2009 Chapter 26, Section 26.3.6.3.3

NFPA allows for the installation of a 13D sprinkler system in Rooming and Lodging occupancies. The IBC only allows a 13R system to be installed which is a larger cost issue. A true Bed & Breakfast goes up in size to 16 people or 8 rooms. 13D exception allows closets etc. in the space. 

The Board went through the “Decision Tree” and concluded that the less restrictive would be ruling to go with i.e. the NFPA. Under 903.3.1.3 add in the R-1 occupancy (R-1 transient boarding homes), up to 16 people be sprinklered with the 13-D system. Change the definition of R-3 (one and two family) to include Bed and Breakfast establishments with sleeping accommodations of up to 16. Decision to send this to the IBC TAG for further discussion.

IBC 2009 Chapter 10, Section 1022.1 vs NFPA 101 2009 Chapter 26, Section 26.3.1.1.3

NFPA 101 allows for a two story or less building to have an unenclosed stair. IBC does not allow for this exception. The Board decided not to do the Decision tree and to pass it directly to the IBC TAG.
Motion: Jeff Ohler moved to send this to the IBC TAG with appropriate notice to the TAG members.
Seconded: by Rick Karg
Unanimous vote

PUBLIC COMMENTS

None

Adjourn at 11:05 am

Next meeting date:  5/9/13 at 9:00 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Robitaille
