Technical Building Code Board Meeting Minutes
6/28/2012
Florian Conference Room
Dept of Public Safety - Augusta

Meeting opened at 9:08 am

Board members present: new member Marc Veilleux, Jeff Ohler, Barry Chase, Dick Lambert, Dick Tarr, Rick Karg and Roger Rossignol
Members excused: Shiloh Ring, Russ Martin, Paul Becker and Mike Pullen
Staff present:  Commissioner Morris, Rich McCarthy and Secretary Kathy Chamberlain-Robitaille
Introductions and welcome to Marc Veilleux, replacing Rich McCarthy as the Fire Chiefs Association designee. Rich will be representing the Building Codes division, as of August when the bill goes into effect, putting the building codes under the Fire Marshal’s Office. 
Guests in attendance:  Dave Johnston, builder and representing Maine Air Quality Council; Bob Stilwell, Radon program, DHHS; Eric Ellis, FMO and Linda Gifford, Maine Real Estate Association.
Review of the minutes of 5/10/2012
Motion: Dick Tarr to accept the minutes 
Seconded: Jeff Ohler
Unanimous vote with two abstentions
Financial Update

$211,384.74  in the surcharge account as of 6/27/2012. $12,000+ was just sent down for deposit, not recorded yet in this amount. 
Chair Report – Rich McCarthy

Rich has stepped down as a board member, however Commissioner Morris asked Rich if he would still Chair our meetings. Notice was sent out to the board members to see if anyone else wanted to “chair,” with no response received, so Rich will continue as chair. 
Update on Legislation – Rich
The bill to put MUBEC within the Fire Marshal’s Office takes effect in August. Rich contacted Sen. Rector about our statute that states we can’t be behind in the adoption of codes two cycles (versions). Right now 2012 is out, 2009 is adopted, we will be looking at 2015 when the time comes for adoption. ASHRAE standards were not version driven in the law, so we are ok with the 2007 we are using for now. Rich is still waiting to hear on our Rules from the Governor’s office. Commissioner Morris acknowledged that he could help with getting a response on the Rules. When we know of any bills coming up on building codes, Rich will let the board know ASAP. The LCRED Committee letter we received with six questions on it including one that asked if radon and ASHRAE standards should be mandatory? Today’s vote is just an advisory to the LCRED Committee who will take it under advisement – they just want the opinion of the Board.
-2-

Presentation by David Johnston, builder and Rep of Maine Air Quality Council
Mr. Johnston addressed the board and presented materials that represent the opinion of MIAQC in terms of making radon standards mandatory for new construction. He pointed out that testing has been done on tight houses as well as “loose” houses and the results are about the same. 165 people annually are diagnosed with lung cancer and only 15% will survive it each year. It is their opinion that it is critical to make putting radon systems into new housing mandatory as a public safety issue. Bob Stilwell, radon program at DHHS and present advised that during new construction, anyone can put the system in as long as it follows the guidelines from his office. 
Board members’ Shiloh LaFreniere and Russ Martin had emailed their thoughts and opinions on this issue and vote today on making the standards mandatory. Both letters were passed out to the board members for them to read. Rich advised that a packet will be put together in response back to the LCRED committee’s letter that will include: Russ and Shiloh’s letters; the letter sent on 3/28/12 from the Maine Realtors Association; materials from Maine Indoor Air Quality Council and a letter to the board today from Paul Demers, CEO and President of the Maine Building Officials (MBOIA). The AG’s office was asked if we could use the letters submitted, if the board members can’t be here to vote? The letters can be included in the packet, but not considered for vote. 

Question as to the urgency of a vote today? Rich advised that bills put forth by Agencies were due in about two weeks. The Committee’s bills can be anytime. This would not be an Agency bill, rather a Committee bill so if we want to wait until the whole board can be at a meeting, we can. The Board’s position is the last piece of this response back to the Committee. 
Motion: Barry Chase requested we take a poll and forward that to the Committee and include Shiloh and Russ’ letters. 
Seconded by Dick Lambert for discussion

Straw poll at March meeting was:  ASHRAE - 5 for making them mandatory, 1 against and 2 undecided. RADON – 4 for making it mandatory, 2 against and 1 undecided

Rick Karg expressed his feelings that we should vote today rather than straw poll. 

Barry Chase withdrew his motion.

Is the Board interested in voting today? The Committee has asked for the board’s opinion. Once they get our opinion, they will discuss it. They then might do nothing or look for verbiage from the Fire Marshal’s Office and submit it as an Amendment. 

Motion: Jeff Ohler motioned to delay the vote until an August meeting when hopefully all board members could be there. 

Seconded: by Roger Rossignol  

Rich will write it up and break it down for ease for the August vote. 

Vote: - 6 yes and 1 no to delay the vote 

Possible August meeting date of the 16th…..Rich will check his calendar and other board members polled. 
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Conflict Resolution – submitted by Inspector Mike Hangge of Ellsworth

Code section in conflict: IBC Chp 903 – 903.3.1.2.1 and NFPA 3R 2007 – Chp 6 - 6.9.5/6.9.7
Conflict: Buildings permitted to be protected by 13R sprinkler systems with balconies, porches, decks etc. are required to be protected by the sprinkler system under Chp 903 of the IBC, if the building is a type V construction, and that balconies, porches, decks etc are not required to be protected under Chp 6 of NFPA 13R. 
Suggested Resolution: balconies, porches, decks, etc. in multiple family occupancies, apartments, townhouses should be required to be protected by 13R sprinkler systems. 
Board discussion and follow through with the “conflict tree.” Eric Ellis offered that NFPA 2013 will match the IBC, so it will be a moot point. 

Motion: Rick Karg to accept 903.3.1.2.1 and request FMO to amend 13R 

Seconded: by Barry Chase

Unanimous Vote 
Conflict Resolution – submitted by John Hansen, Architect of South Thomaston
Code section in conflict: IBC, Chp 10 – 1018.1 construction and NFPA 101 38.3.6 Corridors

Conflict:  Without a sprinkler system, there are conflicts between the requirements for corridor fire ratings in Business Occupancies between the two codes. IBC is much more restrictive than Life Safety. 

NFPA requires a one hour fire rated corridor in Business Occupancies unless one of the following conditions exist:  1. Where exits are available from an open floor area; 2. Within a space occupied by a single tenant; 3. Within buildings protected throughout by an approved, supervised automatic sprinkler system in accordance with 9.7.1.1 (1). 

IBC states that Corridor walls shall be fire resistance rated in accordance with Table 1018.1 which states that a Business Occupancy corridor serving more than 30 occupants must be 1-hour rated if not provided with a sprinkler system. Exceptions:  a fire resistance rating it not required for corridors 

Board discussion and follow through with “conflict tree.” 

Motion: Rick Karg motioned to change Table 1018.1 to eliminate “business occupancies” and refer to NFPA 38.3.6 Corridors.

Seconded: by Roger Rossignol

Unanimous Vote
Discussion on new Flak jacket TJI Joists

Due to some board members needing to leave due to time, we lost the quorem, so no vote taken. Discussion at next meeting on these new types of Joists. 

Unfinished Business:

Discussion on timber-frame construction? Yes, we will do this next meeting also. 
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New Business: 

None
Public Comment:

Bob Stilwell inquired if his materials can be part of the packet to Legislature? Yes they will. 

Adjournment at 11:10 am

Next meeting on August 16, 2012
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Chamberlain-Robitaille, Secretary
