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10/17/2013
Florian Hall Conference Room
Dept of Public Safety - Augusta


Board members present: Mike Pullen, Roger Rossignol, Dick Tarr, Stephen Wintle, Marc Veilleux, dick Lambert, Shiloh Lafreniere and Russ Martin

Excused:  Barry Chase, Paul Becker and Jeff Ohler

Staff present:  Rich McCarthy and Secretary Kathy Chamberlain-Robitaille

REVIEW OF THE 9/12/2013 MINUTES

Motion: Mike Pullen motioned to accept minutes as presented
Seconded: Marc Veilleux 
Unanimous vote with 2 abstentions

FINANCIAL UPDATE

As of this date, there is $290,593.00 in the building codes surcharge account not including $5100.00 submitted yesterday. 

CHAIR REPORT – RICH MCCARTHY

The Fire Marshal’s Office are receiving plans for new construction projects at a better rate than it has been previously. This financial update amount doesn’t include the MOU with DECD for CEO training. What comes out of the surcharge account now is:
1. To pay the MOU with DECD for $35,948 annual paid in four installments
2. Kathy’s salary
3. Part of Rich’s salary
MUBEC calls have died down somewhat – the growing pains are somewhat done. On Moose Chat which is the list-serve of MBOIA for members, a lot of info between CEOS and new CEOS which is very helpful. The requirement of 90% energy efficient homes by July 2013 or give the money back? Nobody has asked for it. 

LEGISLATIVE/RULEMAKING 

There is a placeholder for a cleanup bill in the next session. Every year the LCRED letter has been sent. No items have been dealt with yet by the LCRED Committee contained in our letter. 
Rulemaking – the Board can/do have verbage we can put into Rulemaking which can be submitted in the cleanup bill or submitted separately to Legislature. All of our Rulemaking has just been sitting over there. The FMO Chief is looking into this for us to get it moving. Chapters 1-6 have been submitted again. Rich can send an attachment of the 6 Chapters to the board members. All the changes are in blue. On 2/23/12, the newly created definition of “seasonal” buildings was sent to Sen. Rector and Prescott of LCRED. There’s nothing currently in statute that addresses seasonal and it was excluded in the original statute with no definition of it. Russ Martin inquired if the seasonal rental definition can be put into this next session’s rulemaking. 
Motion: by Dick Lambert to do this.
Seconded: by Stephen Wintle
Unanimous vote
What else is in the update bill? Submitted by Sarah Gideon of the Energy (EUT) Committee. 
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REPORT FROM THE TRAINING COMMITTEE MEETING 10/10/13 – DICK LAMBERT

The Training Committee met and went through the Rules that govern CEO and TPI training. Looking to reorganize and reconcile current statute the way it’s written. Update as well i.e. if pass a test, don’t need to take a class etc. Taking the grandfathering out. There will be two parts: Training committee and (CEO and TPI) and then Land use etc. Drew will be drafting the Rules as a result of the last meeting and get these out to the board. 

Training November 19-21st by MBOIA, FMO, DECD and the Governor’s Office on Energy
Two trainings being held: 19th and 20th – IECC Fundamentals, held in Portland and Brewer
21st – 2009 IECC Advanced Fundamentals for designers – held in Waterville at the Elks Club

Next training topic considered for some spring 2014 classes – possibly International Residential Code (IRC); then looking at perhaps the last one to be done to be the International Building Code sometime in 2014. 


UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A draft memo from State Fire Marshal Joe Thomas was provided to the Board for their consideration on the subject of existing egress windows:

	Effective November 1, 2013, the following will be the policy for egress windows within existing buildings. Any building constructed after 1976 shall be required to comply with the requirement to provide 5.7 sq. ft. of net clear opening with a minimum width of 20” and minimum height of 24” The window shall also meet all other requirements for egress windows contained in the NFPA 101 Life Safety Code. Any replacement windows installed in a building constructed after 1976 shall be required to meet the net clear opening of 5.7 sq. ft. This shall be measured with the window in its natural open position. 
	Any window constructed before 1976 will be allowed to meet the following specifications. The net clear opening would be allowed to meet the minimum 20” in width and 24” in height with a total net clear opening of 3.3 sq. ft.; if the window is constructed of wood or vinyl and the overall window sash size meets a minimum of 5.0 sq. ft. The window shall meet all other requirements for an egress window as specified in the NFPA 101 Life Safety Code as adopted by the Office of State Fire Marshal. Any replacement window installed in a building constructed prior to 1976 shall meet the same requirements as the existing windows and shall not reduce the existing net clear opening below the minimum requirements.
	Any existing window that has been previously approved will be allowed to continue in use. This policy does not prevent a local jurisdiction from adopting a more restrictive policy under an ordinance or life safety policy. 

Per discussion and decision by the Board – make the following language changes”  Change “window size” to “Sash opening” and add graphic of open position of window. 
Motion: by Marc Veilleux to make changes as suggested.
Seconded: by Dick Tarr
Unanimous vote
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NEW BUSINESS

1.  Conflict Resolution form on Fire Dampers

IBC 2009 Chap 716 Ducts and Air Transfer Openings and Section 716.5 where required 
VS NFPA 90A Chapter 5 – Installation Integration of a Ventilation and Air Conditioning System(s) with Building Construction Section 5.3.1.1 – Penetrations/Protection of openings
Submitted by Guy Labrecque, Jr. Vice-President of CWS Architects from Portland

Explanation of Conflict:
NFPA 90A – Section 5.3.1.1 states that fire dampers are only required in fire rated walls having a fire rating of 2 hours or greater.

IBC Section 716.5 Establishes  and differentiates between various types of fire rated wall assemblies and essentially requires fire dampers for wall assemblies having ratings less than 2 hours unless an applicable exception is met. 

Discussion by Board – Dick Lambert will look at proposed ICC code changes on this. 
ANSI 119 – test of entire wall assembly and UL 263 – similar tests.  
**The board asked Rich to contact the ICC for their sense on this Conflict. 

**Rich was also asked to check on the status of the set of Building codes CDs for the Board.

2.  Russ Martin advised that as the new chair of the Maine ASHRAE Chapter who have put together a grassroots governmental affairs committee. Reaching out to any groups with common interests, especially ASHRAE standards. Interested in seminars coming up on IECC. ASHRAE is an international society, not just national. On November 14th, the Society President is coming to Maine for a meeting in Portland. Russ could arrange probably a private meeting with him and any board members who would like to attend.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

None received.

Next meeting date:  December 12, 2013 at 9:00 a.m. 

Adjourned at 11:25 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Robitaille
