Draft of the Maine Building Codes and Standards Board Meeting Minutes
December 2, 2010
9:00 a.m.

Department of Public Safety

45 Commerce Drive, Augusta, Maine 

Meeting opened at:  9:12 a.m.
Introductions of Board and Staff
Board members present:  Dick Lambert, Barry Chase, Jeff Ohler, Rich McCarthy, Paul Becker, Mike Pullen, Dick Tarr, Russ Martin and Rick Karg
Board members excused: Roger Rossignol and Shiloh Ring
DPS Staff present:  Commissioner Jordan, Dir. Dick Dolby and Kathy Chamberlain

REVIEW OF THE 11/4/10 MINUTES
Motion: Rich McCarthy motioned to accept the minutes as modified with word changes to pg 3
Seconded: Mike Pullen
Vote: Unanimous with four abstentions
FINANCIAL UPDATE – Kathy
Current amount in the surcharge account is $235,179.64.
Commissioner Jordan advised that a financial analysis is being done right now by her staff. With the Stimulus/ARRA funding ending (in March 2011), there will not be enough finances to cover all three of the current staff members in the Building Codes Bureau. Janet Joyeux is still crunching the numbers to see where the crossover will occur between stimulus ending and surcharge money beginning. The state has a $680 million shortfall statewide right now plus owing $1 million to retirement. There will be no general funding available for the Building Codes. 

Rich advised that the Fire Marshal’s Office commercial plans revenue submitted was generating approximately 8-9 million previously to this economic downturn. At the end of 2009, FMO ended with about five million in revenue. The end of 2010 will be about 550 million. 

Commissioner Jordan advised that any new titles to bills submitted for the 2011 Legislature have to be in by January 7, 2011. She further advised the Board had a couple of options to consider for funding sources: wait for the Supplemental Budget request to be put in for the short session or put in a bill to sustain the MUBEC unit – that could be amended. If the FMO surcharge for commercial plans was considered, it would have to be statutorily done. Suggestion made to look at how PFR deals with plumbing permits: when a person goes to the town for a permit, 25% of the scheduled fee goes to the state. Perhaps put a $5.00 surcharge on building permits? Discussion on what fees third party inspectors may have for the various inspections to be done: energy, plan review, foundation, radon layout, framing and at least one maybe two insulation inspections and a final inspection. A hope by the Board that these fees will be reasonable for the homeowners. Discussion on third-party inspectors having to get insurance and the costs. Dick Dolby had checked into it with his insurance company and could get a $100,000,000 worth of insurance for $4400 a year. Towns can opt to have a homeowner pay the third-party inspector costs, not the town. CEOS can’t also be third-party inspectors for other towns currently. Something we maybe be taking a look at for the next Legislative session. 
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REPORT TO BRED DUE 1/31/2011 – PROPOSALS to IMPROVE THE EFFICIENCY AND EFFECTIVENESS OF THOSE CODES AND STANDARDS
Dir. Dolby passed out a document to the Board entitled Areas of Concern for Consideration which includes all the areas that need to be perhaps addressed by the Board and ultimately by the next Legislative Session. 

1. Prohibition of CEO/BO acting as a TPI – there is currently a lack of sufficient TPIs and it’s a restriction of valuable resources. Maine Municipal Association is submitting language to Legislature and hoping to remove the prohibition

2. Permit system – would provide administrative control within the municipality, would provide standards of appeal/variances and provide a funding source to sustain municipal costs. 

Municipalities are not currently required to have a permit system. 

3. Organizational staff – Initial conversations about the MUBEC unit also included perhaps putting it under the Fire Marshals Office (FMO). The next Governor’s administration will be looking at everything. Ideas were brought forth, including that maybe towns that don’t have a residential or commercial inspector; might have the FMO review the plans for a fee. A permit fee would cover expense of a review. To be considered: organization cohesion with the Dept of Public Safety (DPS), personnel requirements within the DPS/BBCS ) Bureau of Building Codes and Standards) and recommended functions of DPS/BBCS. 

Commissioner Jordan and Dir. Dolby will work on drafting the report to BRED and email it to the board for consideration, prior to the next board meeting. In a preamble letter to the BRED report, could advise that we’ve come a long way, the history of MUBEC, the layout and # of public hearings, TAG meetings, experts on the TAGS and Board, hours donated, the progress, the economic benefits, etc. The report should contain the question about funding the BBCS unit, organizational staffing, contractor educational outreach, and future inclusion of the mechanical code being adopted. 

**Kathy will submit a list to Commissioner Jordan of all the groups/stakeholders that are represented on the TAGS (Technical Advisory Groups), plus the groups that Dick Dolby has spoken to in the past months. 

Legislators who will be carried over on the BRED committee from last year’s committee:

Sen Schneider, Sen Sullivan, Rep Hunt, Rep McDonald and Rep Prescott, but  new to this committee: Rep. Chris Rector. Legislature is coming in the week of December 14th for caucuses. They are coming into session the 16th and 17th for assignments on committees. The Commissioner suggests that the BRED report be on their desks before their Christmas break. Commissioner will approach Rep. Rector on the BRED to be our contact for our Report. 

**Maybe do a one page info sheet for all the new Legislators about where we’ve been, what we’ve done and where we’re going. If the new administration is going to work on making Maine more business friendly, then a uniform building code is needed. How about submitting an article to the Maine Municipal Association newsletter? MaineBiz also did a very nice article on the Building Codes and interview with Dick Dolby. Could we get permission to post the article they did on our website? 

January 1, 2012 is the date for towns over 2,000 who do not have a code to be compliant. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS
Barbara Berry, Maine Realtors Association, addressed the board with the Association’s concerns about contractor licensing. As amendments to the code are made, how is that communicated to everyone? 
She wants to make sure the contractors get the word, especially if any amendments to the code are more stringent than the code. 

Next meeting date:  12/22/10 at 9:00 a.m.
Meeting ended at 11:00 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Chamberlain

Secretary 



































































