Draft of the Technical Building Code Board Meeting Minutes
10/20/2011
De Champlain Conference Room
Augusta

Meeting opened at 9:10 am

Board members present:  Roger Rossignol, Shiloh LaFreniere, Dick Tarr, Mike Pullen, Rich McCarthy, Dick Lambert, Barry Chase and Russ Martin
Members excused:  Paul Becker, Rick Karg and Jeff Ohler
Board Chair Commissioner John Morris came in at a later time
Staff present:  Secretary Kathy Chamberlain-Robitaille 
Introductions
Review of the minutes of 9/29/2011
Motion: by Mike Pullen to accept the minutes as amended with one change
Seconded by Dick Lambert
Unanimous vote with one abstention
Financial Update

$209,545, 37. This is down from the last meeting because some of Rich’s salary was taken out of this from last month’s financial balance. The Fire Marshal’s budget is being discussed currently and they will find out about layoffs on 11/1/11. Layoffs will be effective 11/30/11. 
Energy TAG Report – Russ Martin
The Energy TAG met after last month’s regular board meeting. Outside industry/technology folks were invited to the meeting. Discussion was in reference to the letter received by the Board on LD 699, asking for the board’s recommendations on systems that would turn off lights or otherwise conserve energy in unoccupied rooms in hotels, motels and inns and systems such as motion sensors that may consume energy by escalators in commercial buildings. 

Devices that turn off lights etc.: Matt Fagan from Inncom International reported they are the largest company in the US that installs this type of technology; they have international clients as well i.e. Marriott and some other large companies. When these places are building new facilities, it is the norm for them to have this type of technology installed in these new facilities so he was very knowledgeable about this. The base option is a wireless unit/thermostat that is battery powered. A receiver also has to go somewhere. They use it to control the heating and air conditioning in the room. Typically in a room, there is a small unit under the window (PTAC). Essentially the thermostat/sensor on the wall senses occupancy in the room and tells the unit to either heat or cool according to the occupied set point or to the unoccupied set point. The cost and savings for this type of unit is appropriate on a room by room basis.  This does not tie into any type of a central system, so you do not have that general infrastructure type cost. These can also be integrated to control lighting, but lighting would have to be retrofit by a controller. Therefore it might be something that plugs into an outlet that controls or switches it off and on. The primary savings comes from the heating and air conditioning.  They do have a more comprehensive higher end unit that utilizes network technology so controlling is possible from the front desk, such as when you 
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check in, room can be set for appropriate temperature before you get to the room. When you check out, they can reset it from the front desk. Apparently LD 699 was brought about by an individual who had been to Europe and seen the key card system used there that you would swipe when you come into the room that turns it to the occupied set point. We were advised that the key card system though available in the US, is not a good system. It can be “fooled” into making it utilize heating and/or cooling. Network systems are more conducive to the lighting control and in installing them in new buildings: they can ship the controllers to the lighting manufacture who will actually build them into their lamps. Unfortunately if people see some kind of controller on the lamp, they might tend to take it home with them. These units can be installed in meeting rooms as well. The existing codes do a good job of regulating energy use in these meeting rooms i.e. ASHRAE 90. ASHRAE 62 would speak to the ventilation in a room like a meeting room. 
Greg Dugal, Maine Innkeepers Association and present at today’s meeting, advised that Matt Fagan works with the Marriott Hotels installing these, and that the Hampton Inn doesn’t use the key card system, they do more a motion sensor thing. Greg advised the Board about a new program called Environmental Leader and a lot of the newer hotel/motel people are subscribing to that program and seems to be doing a great job in conserving energy. General consensus is that the industry has their arms around this pretty well; we heard that payback is as little as 3-4 years. 
Escalators – there are only 20 in Maine. Of those only 25% are new – the recent Jetport expansion has approximately 4 going in there. Codes deal with issues that the intent that they don’t sit and run if nobody is using them, so some kind of sensor you would trip that would turn them off or on. Current codes do not allow that for safety reasons. If you were to approach an escalator, and it’s in an “off position” and you step on it and it all of a sudden starts up, that would be dangerous. The new code (2010) that will be coming in, does allow that with certain restrictions. Obviously you would need some advance sensing to bring it up to speed before somebody can actually get there and step on it. There are other types of technology that controls the motor, (torque related), so it senses how many people it is moving and adjusts the motor somehow accordingly. New escalators are apparently coming with this new type of technology installed. Older escalators can be retrofit to some extent. If you retrofit one, code would require it to be brought up to current code, so there’s not much retrofit going on because it’s usually cheaper to just replace it with a new one. 
These are governed by the Elevator/Tramway Board, so this would be outside our purview to change any rules. Stan Quinn, an elevator inspector was also in attendance at the TAG meeting.

Rich is on the Elevator/Tramway Safety Board with Scott Fraser who was also at the meeting.

General consensus by the group was that there seems to be standard industry standards there. Retrofitting doesn’t make economic sense. Economics makes more sense to make the newer units more energy efficient which is already happening on its own. The group saw no need to have new legislation to do these things. The TAG did not come up with a recommendation of its own. Russ’s general sense of a consensus is that the existing MUBEC covers some of these areas in general and that the current industry standard is sufficient that additional code requirements are not recommended. 
**Rich will draft a letter of response to the Energy, Utilities and Technology Committee re: LD 699 and send it to everyone if anyone has any changes. We’ll get it sent over to Legislature for this next session. The industry seems to be doing a good job with it now – we shouldn’t tell them what to do with these and put another layer on them. To make an international corporation change what they do for energy conservation in Maine seems ludicrous. They have a tried and true system they work with and should continue to do. Rich will include in the letter that the elevator/escalator issues are outside our jurisdiction and should be directed to the Elevator/Tramway Board. 
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Motion: Dick Lambert motioned that we adopt the Energy TAG recommendations, and have Rich draft a letter for the board to adopt what they have come up with conclusions on both re: LD 699.
2nd by Roger Rossignol

Discussion: **Russ would like to poll the attendees and give a memo to the Board of their formal recommendations that would be an attachment to the letter from the Board. 

*Motion withdrawn 
Review of Chapters 1-6 changes for Rule-Making – Rich McCarthy
Rich advised that the AG’s office wants to weigh in on these. Chris Mann has stepped up again to assist us. **He will make the changes discussed today and give them to Chris for review. 

LCRED Letter re: LD 1253 – Seasonal Cottage Definition and Recommendations – Rich

Suggested language was proposed to the board for a definition of the Seasonal Cottage. Changes were made. Agricultural Buildings?  Leave that ruling as is, perhaps there are other state rules beyond our purview on these. Rich will write a proposed letter for the next board meeting. Trainings for Builders/Contractors? We own the Powerpoint program that KVCC produced which can be given out to groups to use for training purposes. Perhaps we can put a link to it on our website that would refer builders to educational opportunities. Radon standards? What is the intent of Legislature on this? It’s still about codes vs standards. If Legislature will put a statute out there that requires new buildings put in a radon system, that’s what Legislature has to do and until they do, we are in a Catch 22. The only thing we can do is put it back on them, advising that all houses need to meet a certain level of radon. **Rich will draft a letter to Legislature explaining the difference between a code and a standard and what is it they want with this? LURC/Tribal land building code requirements?  Well advised to leave those as is. Most are under the 4,000 in population anyway and so not requiring them to have building codes. 
FAQ for the BBCS website – Rich

A few changes were discussed. **Final draft with these changes will be done and put on the website.
Unfinished Business: - None
New Business:
**Rich handed the Board two Conflicts for discussion at the next meeting that have been discovered. First, in reference to fire escapes: IBC states they can be built of wood and go out a door. NFPA wants them to be built out of non-combustible materials and go out a window. Second, under the new fireworks bill that goes into effect January 1, 2012; there are differences in the construction of a consumer fireworks store i.e. a building holding hazardous materials; which is determined to be an H-3; that all H-3 buildings have to be sprinklered, according to the IBC. NFPA 1124 says that all automatic sprinkler systems installed in new buildings greater than 6,000 sq ft or existing buildings greater than 7500 sq ft. 
Mike Pullen asked if we could talk about the appendices and the value of having them included in the rule-making. Appendices are advisory, so they have no teeth to them. They do have value. 
Public Comment: - None

Meeting ended at 11:22 a.m. Next meeting dates:  November 17, 2011 and January 19, 2012 
