DRAFT - Technical Building Code Board Meeting Minutes
8/16/2012
Florian Conference Room
Dept of Public Safety - Augusta

Meeting opened at 9:15 am

Board members present: Russ Martin, Rick Karg, Barry Chase, Dick Tarr, Shiloh LaFreniere, Dick Lambert, Mike Pullen, Jeff Ohler, Marc Veilleux and Paul Becker
Staff present:  Commissioner Morris, Rich McCarthy and Secretary Kathy Chamberlain-Robitaille
Board member excused: Roger Rossignol due to a death in his family

Introductions and welcome to Marc Veilleux, replacing Rich McCarthy as the Fire Chiefs Association designee. Rich will be representing the Building Codes division, as of August when the bill goes into effect, putting the building codes under the Fire Marshal’s Office. 
Guests in attendance:  Dave Johnston, builder and representing Maine Air Quality Council; Bob Stilwell, Radon program, DHHS; Eric Ellis, FMO and Linda Gifford, Maine Real Estate Association.
REVIEW OF THE 6/28/12 MINUTES
Motion: Rick Karg motioned to add in to the packet for the LCRED Committee, the materials received from Maine Indoor Air Quality Council.  Kathy will add this in. 
Seconded: Dick Lambert 
Unanimous vote with three abstentions
FINANCIAL UPDATE
$219,758.49  in the surcharge account as of 8/15/2012. $4,000 was just sent down for deposit, not recorded yet in this amount. $40,000 was taken out of this for the general fund. This amount was arrived at by Rich, who figured out what the costs would have been for Kathy’s salary and half of Brianne’s, that currently comes out of the ARRA funding. That amount was offered and accepted. 
Legislature DID give money back to the Fire Marshal’s Office (where the Building Codes is housed now). This brought the budget to zero – so it’s now comfortable to move ahead. 

CHAIR REPORT – RICH MCCARTHY
Around August 23rd, the Building Codes unit will officially be housed in the Fire Marshal’s Office according to this last session of rule-making. After two years have gone by, there’s a requirement to see if the Building Codes can survive again as a separate Bureau. Plans are in the making for a combined MBOIA/FMO/Building Codes training class to be held separately in Saco, Augusta, Bangor and Presque Isle. Request made to ask Brianne Hasty to add the board members to her mailouts for the CEO/TPIs. Question also about Board members receiving questions on building codes and should they go through Rich? Any advice from the board members is considered advisory and non-binding. If Kathy refers any questions to board members – they can respond and send it back to Rich. Then Rich will send it out. This keeps it under the Building Codes purview. We can keep responses and use it in the future for other requests for information. Questions received from the public – responses to those could be either sent out to the Board or somehow recorded so we know the responses given. These again are non-binding, but someone sent in a formal interpretation sheet – that would be the way they would receive a more official answer. 
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UPDATE ON LEGISLATION - RICH
Rich never heard back from the Governor’s Office with the Rule-Making (six chapters) he sent over, so we have to re-submit. Sept 7th is the deadline for new submissions. Rich will send out, to the Board,  the final documents he is sending to the Governor’s Office. In response to the vote today (codes vs standards), Rich will craft a letter to the LCRED Committee and put in the change of dates in the MUBEC. We wil have a whole new LCRED Committee in January when Legislature reconvenes. We will have to educate them on the MUBEC. 
DISCUSSION/VOTE ON CODES VS STANDARDS
Roger Rossignol, board member, is absent today due to a death in his family. The board extends their condolences to Roger and his family. 

In preparation for this discussion, Jeff Ohler offered the following:

There are two issues today as he sees them:

1. What was the original Legislative intent (with these standards and codes)? 

Should the Standards been part of the Code?

2. How do board members feel about that? 

Russ reminded the Board that Legislature is asking what do we recommend? (in a letter dated 7/15/11 from LCRED on LD 1253). The letter is asking for proposed recommendations – should the standards be mandatory or remain voluntary standards? If LCRED chooses to do something with this, they will probably look to us for verbage. Rick Karg wanted to keep the four together and not separate them for voting. Whatever is done today goes back to LCRED and they have to decide to do something with it. 
Motion: by Russ Martin to address these standards individually and vote on them separately

Seconded: by Barry Chase

Vote: 8 for and 2 opposed

#1. ASHRAE – 62.1 – 2007 
 It is the opinion of the Technical Board that ASHRAE 62.1 – 2007 standard should be mandatory and part of the MUBEC. 

Motion: Russ Martin motioned that ASHRAE 62.1 latest version as adopted by the board be considered a mandatory part of the code. 

Seconded: by Jeff Ohler

Add: 62.1 be mandatory by statute or by code reference.

Vote: 9 for and 1 opposed

#2 ASHRAE – 90.1 – 2007 
Motion: by Dick Lambert that it is the recommendation of the Board that the current standard is satisfactory and should not be changed. 90.1 is a path to compliance as indicated by the IECC, Chapter 5, Section 501 general. 
Seconded: by Mike Pullen
Vote: Unanimous 

#3 ASHRAE – 62.2 – 2007  (ventilation in low rise – 3 stories or lower buildings)
Motion: Rick Karg motioned that we substitute the language used from 62.1 and add: to supercede/replace Sec M 1507 of the IRC. 

Seconded: Paul Becker

Vote: 8 for and 2 opposed
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#4 – Radon Standard – ASTM-1465-06
Comment made that the 2008 version is simpler to comply with, than the 2006 which was put in original legislation.

Motion: Mike Pullen motioned that the radon standard become adopted as mandatory by statute or code reference, similar to the IRC and upgrade the version adopted from the 2006 to the 2008 version. 

Seconded: by Rick Karg

Vote: 6 for and 4 opposed

DISCUSSION ON NEW FLAK JACKET TJI JOISTS
According to IRC, Chapter 4.17, a residential builder can go back to using an I-Joist – allowing TJI to sell this product and use it in place of the 2x10 is allowable and it’s here now for sale. 

Bob McCue, from Weyerhaeuser who sells these FLAK jackets was present and addressed the Board. He allowed that it will give builders more options and it meets the intent of the code as a product. 

Motion: Dick Lambert motioned that we accept any product that has the equivalency in the ICC, in 501.3. This should be allowed in construction – products that shown through the ICC construction that shows 501.3 compliance. 

Seconded: by Dick Tarr

Unanimous vote 
(The IEBC TAG recommendations will be taken up at the next meeting due to time restraints today). 

TIMBER FRAME CONSTRUCTION/LOG HOMES & COMPLIANCE WITH MUBEC 
Motion: by Dick Lambert to ask the LCRED Committee to take a 2nd look at this and reconsider their exemptions to comply on timber frame construction and log cabins. 
Seconded: by Rick Karg

Unanimous vote
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
All board members have reapplied for the Board positions to the Governor’s Office. 

**Defer the IBC TAG’s recommendations from the meeting they held to our next meeting in October. Get a read on their recommendations from the ICC and SEAM, and present it at the next meeting. Rich will get the interpretation from ICC. 

**Next agenda – discussion on Special Investigations – Chapter 17.

NEW BUSINESS
None.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
None.

Next meeting date – Thursday, October 18, 2012 at 9:00 am
Submitted by Kathy Robitaille, Secretary 
