Technical Building Code Board Meeting Minutes
9/29/2011
State Planning Conference Room
Augusta

Meeting opened at 9:15 am

Board members present:  Shiloh LaFreniere, Roger Rossignol, Jeff Ohler, Dick Lambert, Rich McCarthy, Rick Karg, Mike Pullen, Paul Becker, Dick Tarr and Russ Martin
Members excused:  Barry Chase
Board Chair Commissioner John Morris absent
Staff present:  Secretary Kathy Chamberlain-Robitaille and SPO Brianne Hasty (CEO program)
Introductions
Review of the minutes of 8/17/2011
Motion: by Rick Karg to accept the minutes as amended
Seconded by Mike Pullen
Unanimous vote with one abstention
Financial Update

$225,353.90 in the surcharge account. Stimulus monies run out in March 2012 that currently pay Kathy’s salary and was paying for Amanda’s. We have some of Amanda’s funding left, given that she left her job a few months back. Possibly looking at that surplus to be used for training. 
Thank you to SPO for letting us use their conference room today. We were booked for the Gambling room but got pre-empted by the Harness Racing Commission. 

FAQ – for Building Codes Website
There are some questions on there about the FMO, but where we are in limbo until the statute is changed to have the building codes division become part of the Fire Marshal’s Office; perhaps it’s best to take those questions out for right now, until things are known down the road. 
Mike Pullen offered that maybe a temporary statement in the meantime could be placed on the FAQ, that this is where we are currently at status wise. 
Rich is sitting in on a roundtable discussion next Wednesday, at a Maine Municipal Association Conference. 

SPO Update – Jody Harris
Jody updated the Board as to the latest findings of the Work Group, who are meeting to discuss State Planning’s future and where each program there, will be proposed to move. It’s been recommended to move the Code Enforcement Program (Brianne Hasty) to the Department of Economic and Community Development. This isn’t in stone yet, there is one more meeting to be held. 
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Because we have a lot to do before January 2012, perhaps we should hold a board meeting in October, instead of just November and finalize our recommendations to the Appropriations Committee. Board in agreement. Kathy will look for meeting space and a date.

LD 1253 – “Seasonal Cottage” discussion
Current statute “sunsets” this until June 2012, which means they do not have to be built to the Energy Code. Looking to establish a definition and parameters for Seasonal Cottages, as assigned to us in the letter from the LCRED committee. Don McGilvery, NEEP, advised that Vermont defines hunting camps as not residential buildings. Look at the character and use of the building to assist in defining it. Don will send us any overview he can as to what other states have done. 

Discussion further on what parameters to set for Seasonal Cottages. 

Restricting size is a good idea. 
Leaving a building unattended for a period of time is a piece of this. Barbara Berry, Maine Realtors Association Lobbyist was asked and will check on banking information on seasonal cottages – might be a secondary market issue. 
Amperage maximum perhaps to 100 amps?

Look at square footage – 750 square feet perhaps? 

Chris Leavitt, CEO for St. George offered that the Subsurface Wastewater programs has a definition for seasonal cottages. 
Not a central heating system or automatically controlled heating, manual heating, not set and forget.

Owner occupied buildings vs rental properties

Does it have a septic system?

Incremental phased construction? 

Define the maximum periods of occupancy at any one time and during the calendar year.

Summer use vs winter use – seasonal definition

LD 1253 LCRED Letter assignments
Agricultural buildings discussion. Paul Becker will look at the civil/structural engineer laws on these types of buildings. Title 32 exempts these from the requirement of done by a design professional under a certain size: not exceeding 3,000 sq ft. Other assignments from the letter including training for builders – decision to give that to the Training and Certification Committee/TAG.  Radon – change the statute so that it’s mandatory and not a standard. 

ASRHAE 62.2 (residential) becomes mandatory for low income housing as of January 2012, required by the U.S. Dept of Energy. Basement wall insulation – has been repealed back to the requirements of the 2006 IECC (not 2009 as previously adopted). The letter asks will it meet the needs of homeowners? How will we know in such a short time to measure that? This takes back the requirement of using 3” insulation to 2”. Question asked about LURC territory/tribal lands. Recommend these go back to Legislature, not the Board’s jurisdiction to discuss or decide. 

Chapters 1-6 changes for Rule-Making
Chapters passed out to board members for review. Asked to take them home and look them over. Rich has sent a Rulemaking Request to the Secretary of State’s Office. 

Unfinished Business:
None
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New Business:
Russ Martin, board member, advised that the webinar for the 2012 I-Codes are out. The ICC splits the commercial from residential. Will we be looking at adopting the 2012 I-Codes? Rich has submitted a language change to address the original statute to say the Board had to adopt the 2009 codes specifically, to the 2012, or not. The Board can decide at the next meeting to look at the 2012 I-Codes. ASHRAE 2010 version is also out. Russ recommended to stay up to date instead of falling behind in the adoption of the codes. Statute does not give a version of ASHRAE or radon to be adopted. 

Paul Becker advised that he attended a seminar on IEBC. Massachusetts has decided not to adopt the 2012 I-Codes, but strive to get everyone up to speed and look at the 2015 Codes. 

Training and Certification Committee meeting – to be held after our November 17, 2011 meeting. Dick Lambert, Jeff Ohler, Dick Tarr, Shiloh LaFreniere and Rick Karg all ok to attend. May decide on that date what trainings we can have. 

The AG’s office has asked Rich to stay on the Board until we know where the Building Codes is going. Once we know, if it’s going to the FMO, then Rich will step down as a board member, and remain as the Supervisor of Building Codes. 
Public Comment:

Meeting ended at 11:10 a.m.
Next meeting dates:  November 17 
Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Chamberlain Robitaille
Secretary
