Maine Building Codes and Standards Board Meeting Minutes
April 1, 2010
9:00 a.m.

Department of Public Safety

45 Commerce Drive, Augusta, Maine 

Meeting opened at:  9:10 a.m.
Introductions of Board and Staff
Board members present:  Rich McCarthy, Dick Lambert, Jeff Ohler, Roger Rossignol, Dick Tarr, Rick Karg, Mike Pullen, Paul Becker, Russ Martin and Commissioner Jordan
Board members excused: Shiloh Ring and Barry Chase

DPS Staff present:  Dick Dolby and Kathy Chamberlain

Legal Counsel:  Chris Mann

REVIEW OF THE 3/18/10 MINUTES
Motion: Mike Pullen motioned to accept the minutes with an addition under contacting all TAG members just to let them know we had received their applications, etc.
Seconded: Rick Karg
Vote: Unanimous with two abstentions
FINANCIAL UPDATE – Dick Dolby
As of this date, there is $221,460.64 in the commercial plans FMO surcharge account. 
Rich M advised that his office is seeing an 18% rise in building permits coming in. 
Radon System Expenses – Bob Stilwell, DHHS

Maine has a standard that actually works; the IRC’s might work and might not. It’s less expensive to put in a radon system with new construction, than after the fact. Radon levels will be lower if putting it in when the house is built as opposed to putting it in afterwards as well. Radon comes in like a “stack effect.” As heat rises, it sucks in whatever is underneath it from the ground. Systems are put in to basically that suck it in at higher levels and then diverting it out into the air, instead of through the house. Other buildings have been looked at like schools, etc. Multi family buildings – a law was just passed to address these. These buildings (commercial) do have a mechanical ventilation system, and when running, does help keep the radon levels down. Bob has measured the level at schools when the system is working. A “3” is considered low. Once the school shuts down for the day, like at 3 pm or so, the levels during evening events for example, he has seen shoot up to 20! It only takes a half hour for this to do so. Bob has 120 Third-party inspectors he regulates who inspect these systems. Tests can take two days to a week. There are about six testing labs in the state. The DHHS website has lists of contractors, labs and testers on it. Doors and windows should be shut three days prior to the radon test. Same goes for seasonal camps, etc. The source of radon is uranium. Homeowners can test their own house unless it’s for sale. Prospective buyers need to test it. The requirement is in the Standard, not the Rule to fix it (for the homeowner to do it), then it’s a matter of dealing with code compliance. However, there are no penalties in place right now, if this isn’t done. In our law, ASTM 1465-06 is to be utilized not the 08 as recommended to adopt. The 2008 is organized a bit better with an index to it. Title 25 – 2466 is the Radon Standard. Radon fan systems costs about 40 watts a month, so it’s not expensive to run. 90% of builders almost always put in 
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the perimeter drain system when a house is built. If a radon problem persists, the system is “T’d” and it’s capped off. However, that might affect the groundwater system. Perhaps perforated pipe could be put in to deal with both systems. 
ASHRAE 2007 62.2 does parallel the radon standard. None of these can be mandated however. The only way we can do this is statutorily. 

Code/Rule-Making Review – Chris Mann, AG’s Office
Everything has to be in place for the public to see for June 1, 2010. This code will apply everywhere in Maine, but is only enforceable in towns with a population of 2,000 or more. 

Chris went through the draft of the rule-making Chapter 1 document he had emailed to them. Many questions left unanswered in the document, which the Board helped fill in the answers to, but some remain. Chris will plug in the responses and email the next draft out well before the next Board meeting on 4/15. 

Other

Jim Dolan, NFPA addressed the board quickly. He is coming up with the list of known conflicts between the IRC and NFPA rules. 

It was advised that there are also conflicts between ASHRAE 2007 - 90.1 and the IEBC. 

Rick will call the ENERGY TAG to meet to discuss Chapter 5 in the IEBC and 90.1

TAGS Updates
Sprinkler TAG – have had three meetings so far. Some of what has come from these are perhaps towns that have already adopted mandatory sprinkler systems in new construction, could remain if it was adopted as a Fire/Life Safety or perhaps a land use ordinance, and therefore not be null and void when the building codes take effect. 

Fire/Life Safety TAG – has had one meeting. We got a lot done, looking at conflicts between NFPA and IRC as well as with IBC. 

Mechanical/Ventilation TAG – has had one meeting so far with the second one this afternoon at 2 p.m.. If we are not adopting the International Mechanical Code as it’s not our jurisdiction, are there gaps? There are a few that aren’t filled in by ASHRAE or NFPA. Russ Martin, Chair of this TAG will present a list to the Board. 

Training/Certification TAG has had two meetings so far, with another today at 11:30. Good progress is being made determining the training and qualifications needed for CEOs and Third-party Inspectors.

Public Comment
Barbara Berry, Maine Realtors Association, addressed the board and thanked them in advance if they would look at the notebooks she brought for them for any consideration they might give their request.

Meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Kathy Chamberlain
