Technical Building Code Board Meeting Minutes
3/24/2011
Gambling Conference Room
Meeting opened at 9:10 am

Board members present:  Shiloh Ring, Dick Lambert, Paul Becker, Rich McCarthy, Mike Pullen, Russ Martin and Rick Karg
Members excused:  Dick Tarr, Barry Chase, Roger Rossignol and Jeff Ohler

Board Chair Commissioner John Morris present. 

Staff present:  Secretary Kathy Chamberlain-Robitaille
Review of the minutes of 2/17/2011
Motion: by Rick Karg to accept the minutes as presented
Seconded by Russ Martin
Unanimous vote 

Financial Update

Amount was not available for the meeting. Email will be sent to secure.
(amount later determined to be $248,709.93.)

LD Updates
LD 43 “An Act to Repeal the Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code”
LD 43 has been scheduled for public hearing on 4/7/2011 at 1:00 pm in Rm 208 in the Cross Office building. 
Board members can testify as representatives of the groups they represent on the Board, but not to represent the Board. 

LD 123 “An Act to Eliminate Certain Restrictions on the Installation of Chimneys and Equipment” 
This was voted Ought to Pass.

LD 124 “An Act to Eliminate Certain restrictions on the Installation of Chimneys and Equipment (flues)”
This was voted Ought to Pass as amended – the amendment states that the manufacturer’s instructions have to be followed in installed. 
LD 166 “An Act to Exempt Seasonally Restricted Cottages from the Newly Adopted Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code”

This has been scheduled for 4/7/2011 at 1:00 pm, Rm 208 in the Cross Office Building.
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LD 188 “An Act to License Residential Builders and Register Specialty Contractors

Nothing scheduled yet

LD 264 “An Act Regarding Residential Chimney Lining”

This was voted Ought Not to Pass
LD 699 “An Act to Conserve Energy in Certain Commercial Buildings (hotels, motels, etc.)
This was voted Ought Not to Pass and a letter be sent to the Technical Building Codes Board, asking that they consider this as the Board works through code oversight. (Dead)

LD 816 “An Act to Clarify Provisions of the Law Concerning Municipal Inspections of Buildings”

Referred to the Committee on Labor, Commerce, Research and Economic Development on March 15, 2011.

**New LD 1128 “An Act to Modify the Requirements for Municipal Code Enforcement Officer Training”
This would take the CEO training from under SPO’s jurisdiction and move it to the Community College System and Dept. of Professional and Financial Regulations. 

Referred to: Committee on State and Local Government on March 15, 2011.

(As an aside, LD 631 “An Act to Update the Radon Registration Act)

 This would amend the Radon Registration Act by updating the lead agency name, clarifying who the act applies to, making new construction comply with the Maine Uniform Building and energy Code and requiring the Dept. of Health and Human Services to set fees by rule. 

It is rumored that there are two LRs coming on the MUBEC: one to keep the MUBEC but tweak the energy code requirements and one to put the MUBEC under the Dept. of Professional and Financial Regulations. 

Amendments
1. Transient Lodging and Sprinkler Requirements – Rich McCarthy, submission by Jodine Adams, CEO for Wells
The NFPA Code states that as long as a seasonal type cottage that is rented out i.e. ones during summer months is a single floor dwelling; no sprinkler is required. However, with the new MUBEC Codes and specifically 2009 IBC – this says that these type cottages meet the requirements under hotels/motels and are required to sprinkle. 

This should be deferred to the Life/Safety and IBC TAGs to discuss this and make a recommendation back to the Board on this issue.

Motion: by Mike Pullen to refer this to the two TAGS to come back to the Board with a recommendation.

Second: by Dick Lambert

Unanimous Vote
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2. Amendment submitted by Mike Nugent, CEO of Old Orchard Beach

Live/Work unit: IRC 101.2 and IBC 419.1
IRC currently states that if 10% of your residence (one and two family homes) is used as a business, it has to be sprinkled. Yet, the Board did not include sprinklers in single/two-family homes in the adoption of the MUBEC. Discussion ensued amongst members and opinion formed that the Board would like to take the position that sprinklers are NOT required for home occupations in one and two family homes. This should also be deferred to the TAG to look at this for any other areas that might have unintended consequences, should they go with this ruling and make a recommendation to the Board on this Amendment.

Motion: Dick Lambert motioned that this Amendment be approved with the understanding that the IRC/IBC TAGS look at this to see if there are any other issues.

Amended: by Paul Becker that the Board accept the Amendment and charge the IRC/IBC Tag to look for any other areas that may have unintended consequences.

Seconded: by Russ Martin

Unanimous Vote. 

This should be put on the Building Codes website as an Advisory. Rich will check with the AG’s office for the wording for this.

3. Amendment submitted by Mark Stambach, CEO of Auburn

IBC 2009 903.2.1.2 
Proposal to amend the language on condition #2: “the fire area has an occupant load of 300 or more:” This proposal would be less restrictive than the adopted MUBEC, but would bring it in line with the NFPA 101-2006 edition. NFPA states that a bar type establishment (Group A-2) that can hold over 50 people has to be sprinkled. IBC states if this type of establishment has more than 100 people or more, it has to be sprinkled. 
Discussed ensued by board members with the decision to also give this to the Life/Safety and IBC TAGs; and ask for a recommendation from the TAG on this proposed Amendment.

Motion: by Paul Becker to send this amendment to the Life/Safety TAG for consideration and report back to the Board.

Seconded by Rick Karg

Unanimous Vote

Blower Door Tests and Responsibilities – Rick Karg

Discussion about this, who should do the blower door tests, etc. for the energy part of the MUBEC. These questions raised in a proposal from Rick Karg, and submitted to the Board for perusal and discussion. 

Motion: by Dick Lambert to refer this to the Energy TAG

Seconded: by Mike Pullen

This should also be put on an Amendment form. Paul Becker advised that this would be considered more restrictive than what the adopted Codes are. Discussion ensued. 

Motion withdrawn and proposal from Rick, withdrawn as well. 

IECC and Energy Breakdown Costs – Russ Martin

Russ submitted some documents to the Board, to show a breakdown on a recent project he had scoped out for the Town of Rockland CEO, John Root. 
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Cost of 2009 IECC improvements: $9,900.05

Annual savings in oil consumption: $1,087

Annual increase in mortgage payments (principle and interest): $794.

Net annual savings (loss): $292

Unfinished Business:

Website Discussion – table until next meeting.

New Business:

Don Vigneau from Northeast Energy Partnerships provided a report to the Board entitled 

NEEP Best Practices: Comprehensive Structure for Maine Statewide Building and Fire Safety Codes. NEEP’s recommendation is that the current Technical Building Codes Board be revised to include a more inclusive Fire and building Codes and standards stakeholder board instead of the way it is set up currently. The report had many good, viable suggestions and the Board asked if he would send it in an email, so it could be given to the Commissioner (who had to leave the meeting early) and the board members who weren’t here today. Don was also thanked for driving up from Connecticut this morning to present this report in person. 

Public Comment:

None at this time.

Meeting ended at 11:20 a.m.  Next meeting date:  4/28/11

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Chamberlain - Robitaille, Secretary

