Maine Building Codes and Standards Board Meeting Minutes
March 18, 2010
9:00 a.m.

Department of Public Safety

45 Commerce Drive, Augusta, Maine 

Meeting opened at:  9:05 a.m.
Introductions of Board and Staff
Board members present:  Shiloh Ring, Jeff Ohler, Roger Rossignol, Dick Tarr, Rick Karg, Mike Pullen, Paul Becker, Russ Martin and Commissioner Jordan
Board members excused: Rich McCarthy, Dick Lambert and Barry Chase

DPS Staff present:  Dick Dolby and Kathy Chamberlain

Legal Counsel:  Chris Mann

REVIEW OF THE 3/4/10 MINUTES
Motion: Mike Pullen motioned to accept the minutes as presented.
Seconded: Rick Karg
Vote: Unanimous 
FINANCIAL UPDATE – Dick Dolby
As of this date, there is $225,994.72 in the commercial plans FMO surcharge account. 
Only Dick Dolby’s salary is coming out of this. Rent for our unit space will be coming out soon.

Chapter 1 Review – tabled until the next meeting
Other discussion:

Add the board meetings to the Legislative Calendar – Kathy will do

Send out the Chapter 1 and all the I-Codes to the Board – Kathy will do

Website – add FAQ from SPO on it and put in 2007 with the Ashrae standards listed 

Website – take each code and write a one pager on each

Start PR now on this taking place – when it’s happening and what it’s going to be about – Dick D will work on.
TAGS 
Fire/Life Safety TAG meetings – set for 3/31 at 4/7 at 9:00 here.  Kathy will notify that TAG and set up meeting spaces. 
Mechanical/Ventilation TAG – meeting today after our Board meeting. Russ M is chairing it. 
Energy TAG discussion – decided to email the TAG members of this to review the IECC and energy standard documents for conflicts. Rick Karg will draft a letter for Kathy to send out to this TAG. 
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Dick did a redo of the Conflict Resolution Form – it could be used when comparing NFPA to the IRC for conflicts. We should have those conflicts soon from NFPA. 

Bob Stilwell – DHHS on the Radon Standards

He is looking at what training can be done for the CEOs on radon. He had someone look at the statutes and then at the MUBEC who then made the comment that if it this comes into play, that people would only have to put in a system if they chose to do so, it’s not mandated that he or others could find. It isn’t clear according to the AG’s office either. When MUBEC takes effect – will it be mandatory for new construction or optional? The original code said that the town had to chose to adopt it. The provision for this didn’t go away. It will probably have to be a statutory change, maybe thru rule-making according to AAG Chris Mann. If the radon standard is included in the adoption, then the code could be amended afterwards to deal with this current provision. 

**Agenda for 4/1 – continuation of radon discussion. Bob will bring some estimates of installing a radon system. 

Rule-making – Chris Mann

Rule-making is necessary for this Code adoption because it makes what we adopt or not adopt legally enforceable – it would stand up in court. A stakeholder list is needed. 30 days before rule-making is the time for the public to comment in person or in writing on what is being proposed to be adopted. Then the Board will have some time to deliberate over these comments. The MAPA (rule-making) Basis Statements are prepared, then go to the AG’s office to examine them for legality. Then they go to the Sec of State’s Office. It can take from 90-120 days to finalize the rule-making process. 

Public Hearing – this Board will be here to hear the comments from the public.

Public Access Laws – the Board can’t talk amongst themselves about substantive issues. It can only be brought out in the public forum of a board meeting. 

Rick K asked Chris if he could provide a summary of these guidelines to the board, who agreed he would do it. 

**Agenda for 4/1 – Dick D asks that all board members review the Chapter 1 that will be sent out this week. Chris Mann has made some comments on it and he will go over those first with Dick and then it will be sent out to the Board. 

Russ Martin suggested that a statement be included in Chapter 1 about amendments – to be accepted AFTER the Adoption of the Codes, and refer to the specific version of the Code adopted (i.e. the printed version may differ from an electronic version from the same year). 

Can we have ICC put a link to Maine Codes? Yes, they currently have other states linked on their website for their codes. 

Training Sheet Handout – Dick and Amanda Lessard
A handout was passed out to the Board, that shows the possible training schedule for CEOs and Third-party Inspectors on the codes. Bruce Johnson, ICC, is putting together an estimate of costs for training, as well as perhaps just developing an exam for US to administer instead of his staff, which would save money. The Board members can’t teach these classes and receive remuneration for it. What will be the 
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questions about Third-party inspectors carrying liability insurance? SPO would need the statutory authority to say, “you need to carry liability insurance.” 

Keep May 27th open as a possible meeting date if needed. 

Public Comment

Chris Leavitt, St. George CEO addressed the board with his concerns. If he should be at a building site as the plumbing inspector for example, and sees a problem with something that a Third-party inspector has signed off on – what recourse would he have? Problem discussed. If the CEO is not certified in building codes, it is the feeling that he can’t do anything about it except maybe take it back to the town officials and let them know. He would have no recourse. 
Next meeting – 4/15/10  
Meeting ended at 11:15 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted,


Kathy Chamberlain, secretary 

