Maine Building Codes and Standards Board Meeting Minutes

February 4, 2010

9:00 a.m.

45 Commerce Drive, Augusta, Maine 

Meeting opened at:  9:12 a.m.

Introductions of Board and Staff
Board members present:  Shiloh Ring, Dick Lambert, Barry Chase, Jeff Ohler, Roger Rossignol, Russ Martin and Rich McCarthy

Board members excused: Paul Becker, Dick Tarr, Rick Karg, Commissioner Jordan and Mike Pullen

DPS Staff present:  Dick Dolby and Kathy Chamberlain

Review of the 1/21/10 minutes

Motion: Dick Lambert to accept the minutes with changes suggested.

Seconded Roger Rossignol

Vote: Unanimous with one abstention

Financial Update – Kathy
As of this date, there is $201,106.98 in the commercial plans surcharge account. Kathy is now receiving the checks from the Fire Marshal’s office, logging them in, and giving them to accounting. 

Hiring Update – Dick Dolby

State Planning has hired Amanda Lessard, who currently works for the Town of New Gloucester, as the new training coordinator. She will start work on 2/17/2010 and will spend some time working at DPS. Her position and Kathy’s are paid from stimulus monies from PUC. The M.O.U. from PUC was signed for this arrangement.

NFPA Code Comparision – Jim Dolan, NE Regional Manager and Ron Cote will get back to us with the code comparison between IRC and NFPA. Jim had offered to do this for us at our October 22nd meeting. The Commissioner, Dick and Chief John Dean came to the realization that it was not necessary for us to do a sole source contract with NFPA for this free service. Rich has asked them therefore to do so. When he receives it, he will email it out to the Board. 

Adoption of Code Extension – Dick Dolby

Commissioner Jordan has been advised to have the Board go full steam ahead with adopt of the code for June 1, 2010. No extension will be requested. 

In light of no extension for adoption, the new SPO/DPS training coordinator will be asked to put together training for the energy code, as her first assignment. Dick Dolby met with SPO this week about this matter and he advised them that Maine State Housing was doing weatherization and other trainings by working with the Community College. The Technical College (Fairfield) is interested in doing this training for the CEOs and SPO is also interested in working with them on this. Bruce Davis, Dean at the Community College has contacted Dick Dolby about working on this. 

TAGS – We should get the TAGS active on some tasks to speed up the process. Backing up from the June adoption date with Rulemaking built in – that means a submission of March to Legislature of the proposed 
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codes. Kathy passed out the most current list of TAG applicants. Applicants were asked to prioritize which TAG they wanted to serve on for first choice, second, etc. 

Sprinkler TAG - We had not formed this TAG yet with Board members. Rich McCarthy, Barry Chase and Roger Rossignol volunteered to be on it. Kathy will email those board members not here today to see if any others would like to also participate on this TAG. 

Looking at the TAG list to see where the interested applicants in the Sprinkler Tag are located, it appears that a good many are from Southern Maine. Decision made to hold the first Sprinkler TAG meeting in Saco, as Dick Lambert could get us a room to utilize. Rich, Barry and Roger will figure out what date works for them. Kathy will then email all those on the TAG list to advise them of this meeting. 

Training and Certification TAG – will have their first meeting, following our next regular Board meeting on 2/18 at 11:30 a.m. Kathy will email all of those interested TAG participants to advise them of this meeting.

Kathy will put TAG meeting dates on the Building Code website she is working on. 

Dick Dolby requested from Brianne Hasty, SPO, a list of current licensed CEOs, what they are certified in and what towns they cover. He received a list that covers counties but not towns, so we will pursue further to get that information as well. 

Jeff Ohler expressed his thoughts about getting going with the Administrative Chapter 1, to use for all the codes. We already have energy codes in place. Dick Dolby and Kathy will be working on this. 

Training and Certification Board Committee -  In the law, it states that the Board will appoint a five member Training and Certification team who can make recommendations back to the Board. Dick Dolby advised that he would like the Board to put that together today. Discussion evolved – should we have a board member chair this and should there be two board members on it, as per the other TAGS? Shiloh Ring, Dick Tarr, Rick Karg, Jeff Ohler and Dick Lambert’s names were put forth for this Committee. 

Motion: Roger Rossignol motioned to put these Committee in place with the above names submitted.

Seconded by Barry Chase

Vote: Unanimous vote


They will meet at a later date, after our Board and Training TAG meeting on Feb 18th. Invite Brianne Hasty and new training coordinator Amanda Lessard to this meeting. Dick will take care of that. 

Code Review – Chapter 1
In light of two memos sent to the Board, requesting language to deal with double walled oil tanks in areas of water supplies as well as a memo addressing the “dark sky” – language could be built into Chapter 1. IESNA –Illuminating Engineering Society of No. America could be referenced in the code. Russ Martin advised that he contacted a lighting designer specifically to help on a TAG. 

MacGregor Stocco, from SPO addressed the board on the “dark sky” issue. SPO did do a report to the BRED Legislative committee. Suggestions were made to get this inserted into the code. SPO wants to meet with IESNA, but not within the Board’s timeframe of Code adoption. SPO was hoping the Board would write up some language addressing this issue. Then SPO could take it beyond that. A reference to IESNA would be good. IECC does deal with some outdoor regulations, but deals mostly with wattage. It usually would be dealt with in zoning. The Board could accept an amendment from SPO to consider, after the Code is adopted. 
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IRC – Dick Dolby reviewed all additions/changes to be made in Chapter 1, that have been done so far. 

*Vote next meeting to accept all changes/additions/deletions to Chapter 1. It will be emailed in advance to the Board to review before the 2/18 meeting. 
Chapter 2 – Definitions
Rich reviewed definitions and compared them to NFPA 211. He offered some changes to mortar and mezzanine. He will send out two different definitions of mezzanine to the Board members to consider.

He also has some changes within Chapter 3 with comparison to NFPA 211. 

Public Comment
None

Next meeting – February 18, 2010  Russ Martin will not be here. 
Meeting ended at 11:10 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Chamberlain
