Technical Building Code Board Meeting Minutes
2/17/2011
Gambling Conference Room
Meeting opened at 9:05 am

Board members present:  Paul Becker, Dick Lambert, Barry Chase, Jeff Ohler, Rich McCarthy, Mike Pullen, Dick Tarr, Rick Karg, Shiloh Ring and Russ Martin
Board Chair Commissioner John Morris present. 

Staff present:  Secretary Kathy Chamberlain-Robitaille
Introduction of Commissioner John Morris to the Board members. Commissioner Morris advised the board that Acting Director Dick Dolby had resigned from his position effective immediately. The Board was unhappy to hear this and will miss Dick’s talents, abilities and knowledge with the Codes. 
Review of the minutes of 1/20/2011
Motion: by Dick Lambert to accept the minutes as presented
Seconded by Rick Karg
Unanimous vote 

Financial Update

Currently in the surcharge account, the amount is $226,657.27
Discussion by way of explanation to Commissioner Morris about this surcharge account. This is a dedicated account but could be raided by Appropriation. This account pays for the salary of the Bureau Director and office expenses for the Bureau of Building Codes. Secretary Kathy Chamberlain-Robitaille and Training Coordinator Amanda Lessard are paid from ARRA funding which runs until March 2012. 

LD 43 “An Act to Repeal the Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code”
The proposed legislation appears to remove the entire statewide adoption effort; additionally it may leave a total void in construction regulations. The several sponsors appear to be principally from municipalities with no prior adopted codes in place.
Commissioner Morris advised the Board that the Governor has been hearing many horror stories during these Red Tape meetings he has been holding around the state, having to do with the building codes. The Energy code and ventilation are giving the most heartburn. Maine was given stimulus monies/ARRA as part of us adopting an energy code. The Commissioner is going to look into this – and the what ifs the energy code got repealed. In the late 90’s, Rick Karg advised that we had a voluntary energy code. 
Kathy is keeping track of LD 43 and others and will notify the board when the public hearing and work session is scheduled at Legislature. 

Rick Karg provided some information to the board that increased costs for new construction built according to energy code, is initially only $800 and the payback is 3.4 
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years, very affordable to do. For every $1 saved on energy, the resale value goes up $20.00.  The Maine Chapter of ASHRAE feels there is a need for these energy and ventilation codes. 

Robert Ward, from the public, address the board to advise that as a contractor, he understood that the code was brought about for safe building standards, not just for energy codes. Uniform codes and standards are needed. 

LD 166 “An Act to Exempt Seasonally Restricted Cottages from the Newly Adopted Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code”

Many of these temporary buildings become permanent and then the energy code would kick in. Is the intent to exclude this from the energy code or IRC? There are also fire safety issues. Perhaps Board members could contact Rep. Davis about this bill, who sponsored it. Board members cannot testify representing the board, but as individuals representing the associations they represent on the Board. The Bureau Director if testifying, would have to testify on the Governor’s position. 

LD 264 “An Act Regarding Residential Chimney Lining”

This would be risky to repeal due to life/safety issues. Fire Marshal’s Office is involved with this. 

LD 188 “An Act to License Residential Builders and Register Specialty Contractors

Sandy Mathieu, representing the Homebuilders and Remodelers Association, addressed the board and advised that they do support contractor licensing. They don’t expect it to happen until the codes are going smoothly however. 
Unfinished Business – Website Discussion
Due to time issues, these will be deferred for discussion to the next board meeting. 
New Business
Question asked of Commissioner Morris if Dick Dolby’s position will be replaced? 
The Commissioner asked the Board to give some thought to the organization of the Bureau of Building Codes and Standards – could it be improved? Should it go under the Fire Marshal’s Office? 

*Please give some thought and bring ideas to the next meeting.* 

He would like some input from the Board. From the “Red Tape” meetings the Governor is holding, the biggest amount of complaints concern the Dept. of Environmental Protection, Fire Marshal’s Office and the Building Codes. 
Paul Becker passed out an article to the board entitled, “Applying Building Standards Could Slash Energy Use.” He advised that energy codes are progressive codes, they are updated and come out every three years. 
Dick Lambert advised that he had found a conflict having to deal with thermax as exposed surface. It meets all ICC regulations, but doesn’t meet Maine statute. It is required to be covered over in Maine. Dick will write up this conflict for the next board 
-3-

meeting. Rich McCarthy advised that he has DOW getting him some information on this and then the Fire Marshal’s Office may work with the AG’s office to get this fixed in statute.
Public Comment
Mark Burnett, meeting attendee advised he is very supportive of the codes staying in place.
Meeting ended at 11:10 a.m.  Next meeting date:  3/10/11

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Chamberlain - Robitaille, Secretary

