Maine Building Codes and Standards Board Meeting Minutes

January 7, 2010

9:00 a.m.

45 Commerce Drive, Augusta, Maine 

Meeting opened at:  9:05 a.m.

Introductions of Board and Staff
Board members present:  Rich McCarthy, Mike Pullen, Dick Tarr, Paul Becker, Jeff Ohler, Commissioner Jordan, Barry Chase, Roger Rossignol, Shiloh Ring, Russ Martin, Rick Karg and Dick Lambert

DPS Staff present:  Dick Dolby and Kathy Chamberlain

Review of the 12/17/09 minutes

Motion: Roger Rossignol with changes made to first person suggestions from Jeff Austin, MMA to be changed to 3rd person and clarification on PA and NH adopting sprinkler laws. 

Seconded by Rich McCarthy

Vote: Unanimous with one abstention

Financial Update – Rich

As of this date, there is $205,320.69 in the surcharge account. 
Code Review – IRC 

Discussion ensued generally about Code Review. Dick Dolby offered suggestions as to ways to proceed to make it simpler for the board to accomplish. IRC R109 – Inspection information was mentioned as a good reference to utilize when thinking about 3rd party inspector criteria. 

Perhaps a handout could be given by the town to a person when coming in to ask what they need in order to build a house?  The entire industry needs to be educated as to what is needed for residential construction – lumber yards, banks, contractors, etc. Perhaps a checklist could be created for homeowners in terms of what they need to do or have for the construction of their new residence? Perhaps provide an information packet for the towns to give to prospective homebuilders? Maybe include a building permit in the packet they can post on their construction site? 

IRC – R106 – Dick Lambert suggested the wording be:  do an “exception” – if a permit is issued, then (this happens) ……if not and it falls on a 3rd party inspector then (this happens)…….

Commissioner Jordan advised the Board that she has been asked by the BRED Committee to report to them about this board, timeframes, etc. Should she ask them for more time for the Board to get codes adopted? Discussion about this ensued. 

Motion:  Dick Lambert motioned that the deadline to adopt codes be extended to Jan 2011 with June 2011 for the code to become effective AND to change all the other dates as affected. Also to allow towns to adopt updated versions of IRC (Title 10, 9701 – Commerce and Trade) in the interim.

Second: Rick Karg

Vote: unanimous

IRC – Chapter 1

Work on the language for occupancy permits – create a two track system i.e towns that do hand out permits vs 3rd party inspectors utilized with exceptions for towns under 2000. 

-2-
TAGS

Updated list of all who have applied to be on a TAG was passed out to the Board. New applications continue to come in. 

Building Stakeholders Meeting Update – Russ Martin and Rick Karg
Russ advised that their report is due this month. The draft report is complete and was emailed to the Board prior to today’s meeting. Rick advised that he thought the draft language was disappointing and might get kicked back. The recommendations for energy codes used are:

1. EPA’s Energy Star Portfolio system for existing commercial buildings

2. EPA’s Target Finder for new commercial buildings

3. HERS (Home Energy Rating System) for new and existing residential buildings (one drawback is that this is expensive and no one has been trained in it yet.)

Russ may be offering his thoughts back to the Stakeholders committee on this report. 

Don McGilvery – Maine State Housing in reference to the Stakeholders report (he was also at this meeting) this is just to establish a baseline set of information with no requirements. There is no repository set up for the information currently – where will it go? No way to know where the large energy users are.

Barbara Berry – Maine Realtors Association who also attended this meeting, remarked about the areas of responsibility – the average costs of $1,000 requirement prior to homeowners putting their house up for sale if a mandatory requirement? Currently there are only 5-10 folks HERS certified in Maine. She advised she would prefer to have homebuyers look at all houses, then have an energy audit and a home inspection. Not require that there be a mandatory report by the homeowner. 

**Dick Lambert will do a draft of how the language should look for a 3rd party inspector report vs a permitting level.

**Put together a schedule now that we have extended our timeline. Look at the timeline that Russ recently updated. 

Dick is finishing up a letter to the TAGS – an update on what we’re doing, etc. Those with multiple requests for TAGS will be asked to prioritize which ones they want to be on. 

When setting up the TAGS, we should consider expertise as well as regionalization. 

Public Comment

None received.

Next meeting – Jan 21st
Meeting ended at 11:30 a.m. 

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Chamberlain
