Maine Building Codes and Standards Board Meeting Minutes

January 21 2010

9:00 a.m.

45 Commerce Drive, Augusta, Maine 

Meeting opened at:  9:15 a.m.

Introductions of Board and Staff
Board members present:  Shiloh Ring, Dick Lambert, Paul Becker, Jeff Ohler, Rich McCarthy, Dick Tarr, Roger Rossignol, Mike Pullen and Russ Martin

Board members excused: Barry Chase, Commissioner Jordan and Rick Karg

DPS Staff present:  Dick Dolby and Kathy Chamberlain

Review of the 1/7/10 minutes

Motion: Dick Lambert to accept the minutes as read.

Seconded Roger Rossignol

Vote: Unanimous 

Financial Update – Rich

As of this date, there is $206,320.00 in the commercial plans surcharge account. Rich advised there are some new plans that will be coming in that he is aware of – a new hospital in Augusta and a nine-story addition to EMMC which is being placed in the middle of the complex. There are also four more Tractor Supply Stores coming in – Sanford, Brunswick, Lewiston and Wilton. As a side note, this account pays for the Acting Bureau Director, Dick Dolby’s salary but stimulus funds are paying for the Office Specialist’s position as well as the Planner who hasn’t started work yet.

Code Review – Chapter 1 Additions/Amendments/Deletions
Suggestions submitted to the board by Jeff Austin, MMA were discussed. The board agreed there does need to be a plan review by the towns. Perhaps we can suggest/write it so the towns have a choice as to how the review is accomplished i.e. 3rd party or CEO review it. Some towns currently have more stringent codes than the adopted code. They can petition the Board to consider a change to the code, which would then be a statewide change in code. Dick Lambert made a draft of Chapter 1, that was emailed out earlier to the Board for their perusal. His draft changes were incorporated into the master document that Dick Dolby is generating for Chapter 1. 

Dick D. suggested we keep IRC Chapters 1-9 only. Discussion evolved about the remaining chapters contain and should at least be read over to make sure we aren’t eliminating something that we should be keeping. 

Chapter 1, Part 1, R101.2 Scope – Live/Work – was brought to the Board’s attention by Dick D. This refers then to IBC 419.5. Dick suggested instead of referring folks to another code book, to put a definition in the IRC, so they won’t have to go to another book. Discussion as to how that could be worded. 

3rd Party Inspector Discussion

Shiloh submitted some suggestions for language to the Board to address the 3rd party inspector issue. Discussion followed. *Dick D will be adding wording to Draft 1 - i.e. the “town or 3rd party” or “approved agency.” The definition of 3rd party may include “approved agency.” 
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*Dick D will also do an Errata type document of amendments we are making to the Code. 

*Rich will look at NFPA 211 chapters 12, 17 and 18. *He will also get a listing of all adopted codes that are in effect right now in Maine. 

TAGS

An updated list of all who had applied to be on a TAG(s), was provided to the Board. Applications continue to come in. *We will be putting those together at the next meeting. 

Other

Rich McCarthy, FMO, received a letter from George Seel, Bureau of Remediation and Waste Management - DEP requesting a change in the code that all new residential and commercial buildings have double walled oil tanks instead of single, to minimize the discharges of oil that have occurred and will continue to occur should the single wall tanks be the standard installation. This is dealt with under NFPA 31, which is not under our jurisdiction. The suggestion was made to have Mr. Seel approach the Oil and Solid Fuel Board. 

Dick Dolby received a letter from Martha Freeman, Director with the State Planning Office (SPO), requesting we put in the code regulations some language dealing with exterior lighting for commercial buildings.  She referenced this request to LD 11 (Resolves 2009, Chapter 22 “To Encourage the Preservation of Dark Skies), that requires SPO to issue a report to the Legislature on “policy” options for promoting outdoor lighting standards for commercial development. They are asking us to put it in our code and they will submit language to amend it. (Side note – the Commissioner received this letter also and requested Dick Dolby write to Martha Freeman at SPO and ask them to give us an idea of the language they want in there initially.) 
Public Comment
Chris Leavitt, St. George CEO was present and addressed the Board. He advised that there was no code right now in St. George or zoning other than shoreland. St. George has a population of 2700. He is interested to be part of the discussions at forthcoming Board meetings. 
Next meeting – February 18, 2010

*At the next meeting – We will finish up the IRC Chapter 1 update, but also Chapters 2 and 3. Look at the definitions, put in 3rd party inspector, etc. 

Meeting ended at 11:05 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Chamberlain
