Technical Building Code Board Meeting Minutes
1/20/2011
Gambling Conference Room
Meeting opened at 9:10 am

Board members present:  Barry Chase, Jeff Ohler, Mike Pullen, Paul Becker, Dick Tarr, Rich McCarthy, Shiloh Ring, Rick Karg, Dick Lambert, Roger Rossignol and Russ Martin
Staff present:  Dir. Dick Dolby and Secretary Kathy Robitaille
Review of the minutes of 12/20/2010

Motion: by Rick Karg to accept the minutes 
Seconded by Paul Becker
Unanimous vote with two abstentions

Financial Update

Currently in the surcharge account, the amount is $227, 852.00
Report to the BRED Committee due 1/31/2011 – Commissioner Jordan

The Board discussed a few places where changes could be made. The Commissioner will finish those up and mail it to the Labor, Commerce, Research and Economic Development Standing Committee. 
LD 43 “An Act to Repeal the Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code”
The proposed legislation appears to remove the entire state wide adoption effort; additionally it may leave a total void in construction regulations. The several sponsors appear to be principally from municipalities with no prior adopted codes in place.
Barbara Berry, Maine Realtors’ Association cited some of Amanda Lessard’s (training coordinator) statistics for testing results so far of Code Enforcement Officers and Third-party Inspectors. Peter Cutrer, Fire Marshal for Sanford advised that he had taken his IRC test, but he is still required to have a 12 hour class on the residential code. That doesn’t make sense. The MUBEC Training Committee will be meeting to take a look at these current requirements after the next Board meeting in February. 

MUBEC Outreach Activity – Fire Marshal’s Office, KVCC and the Bureau of Building Codes and Standards
Dir. Dolby advised that KVCC is putting together a class that “marries” Residential Energy with the Weatherization Class, so it should be a very informative class. 

KVCC should be willing to employ other instructors to present this class on a statewide basis.  Dir. Dolby advised that staff from the Fire Marshal’s Office have been busy speaking at engagements for various groups along with himself, across the state. He thanks the Fire Marshal’s Office for their participation in this process of educating as many professional groups as possible. 
Unfinished Business – Website Discussion
Dir. Dolby presented several pages of possible informational content for the MUBEC website. He made mention of the American Wood Products website which is a very well done, informative website with a lot of good reference information. We will put a link to that website on ours. He would like the Board to take these pages home with them and made recommendations at the next meeting. He would also like to have the Decision Tree added to the website. It was suggested to have the “smaller towns” information put on there, specific for them. Perhaps have a link to IRC for the residential check list. Maybe have one page for each of the four codes adopted: IRC, IBC, IECC and IEBC. 
New Business
Russ Martin advised that he had found a conflict within the codes relating to pipe insulation thickness between IECC and 90.1 The IECC is stricter and can be deflected to the 90.1 language. Russ will write up the conflict for the next meeting. 
Dick Lambert, Chair of the Board Training Committee, advised that he would like to have them meet, after the February Board meeting to review issues and the current rules on the training and testing for CEOs and Third-party Inspectors. If a person is grandfathered – but then doesn’t continue working as a CEO for a short time, they have to start all over with testing. This makes no sense. Their knowledge doesn’t go away, no more than a doctor or dentist’s would. Also, this ability of being able to take a test on the codes, but having required to still take a class, even if passing the test, doesn’t make sense either. There are issues where some state employees/Dept employees have passed their tests to be Third-party Inspectors, but won’t be listed on the master list. The Committee will meet to discuss these issues. 

Public Comments
Sandy Mathieu, representing Homebuilders and Remodelers Association addressed the Board. She advised her group is concerned about the TPI liability and the ability for them to get insurance. She heard today of a TPI that got turned down for insurance. HBRA would like to be a conduit for questions to the MUBEC staff. Maybe the website could serve as a reference site. 
General discussion about TPIs and liability insurance. The Small Claims Tort Law could be looked at for TPIs. Maybe some folks can’t get insurance because of their background or lack of experience? Could TPIs be members of MBOIA? Yes, they can and they do have an associate membership. Folks should be encouraged to join professional organizations so they can keep up on current information and events. 

Dick Lambert, CEO of Saco, was recently awarded the Code Enforcement Office of the Year Award – Congratulations, Dick! Well done!

Meeting ended at 10:45 a.m.  Next meeting date:  2/17/11

Respectfully submitted,

Kathy Robitaille, Secretary

