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2010 MAINE CRIME STATS… May 25, 2011
 

Crime in Maine increased +3.6% during 2010, according to the Maine Department of Public Safety.  Public Safety Commissioner John E. Morris said most crimes went up in 2010 including robbery, burglary, theft, aggravated assaults, rape and arson. The statewide crimes that saw decreases were domestic violence, auto theft and assault. Morris said, “Even though Maine continues to be one of the safest states in the county, the increases in robbery, burglary and theft are all a result of drugs. In addition to cocaine and heroin, Maine has seen significant increases in the abuse of prescription medication and that demand leads to burglaries and robberies to feed the state’s drug habits.” 

Robberies increased +4.3% in 2010 (416 cases in 2010 vs. 398 cases in 2009). Robberies also had increased in 2009 by almost 20%.
Burglaries also increased for the second year in a row, up +8.6% in 2010 (7,343 in 2010 vs. 6,711 in 2009). Burglaries rose +3.% in 2009.
Larceny-thefts increased in 2010 by +2.4% (24,490 in 2010 vs. 23,900 thefts in 2009).   

Reported rape-sexual assaults increased during the year, while domestic violence dropped for the third consecutive year.  There were 389 sexual assault cases reported to law enforcement in 2010, fifteen more cases than were reported in 2009. The percentage increase for rape-sexual assault was +4.3%
Domestic violence assaults decreased during 2010 by -3.3% in 2010 (5,117 reported in 2010 vs. 5,287 reported in 2009).  This is the third year in a row that domestic violence dropped in Maine. 
Commissioner Morris said, "Much progress has been made to reduce violence against women and much of the credit goes to the many support groups available in Maine to help victims”. The Maine Coalition to End Domestic Violence phone number is 866-834-HELP or www.mcedv.org and the Maine Coalition Against Sexual Assault's phone number is 800-871-7741 or www.mecasa.org . Both organizations have complete listings of local groups that offer assistance. 

 

Aggravated assaults increased and simple assaults decreased for 2010. Aggravated assaults during 2010 increased by +2.4% (760 cases in 2010 vs. 742 cases in 2009). Simple assaults decreased by -3.% (10,581 simple assaults for 2010 vs.10,897 cases in 2009). Aggravated assault involves serious bodily injury and many times a weapon is used.
Arson saw a slight increase of 0.8% during 2010, with three additional cases reported (245 cases in 2010 vs. 243 cases in 2009). The value of the property damaged by arson fires decreased significantly from $9,479,618 during 2009 to $4,704,137 during 2010.
 
Motor vehicle thefts decreased by -3.4% in 2010 (985 cases in 2010 vs. 1,018 cases in 2009).

There were 24 homicides in 2010 compared to 26 homicides in 2009. 
Crime in the rural areas increased 14% in 2010, while crime in the cities and towns remained virtually unchanged.  

In the rural areas, patrolled by State Police and sheriff's departments, all crimes showed increases except arson and simple assault. Robberies in the rural areas increased +12.2% (41 incidents reported for 2010 vs. 36 robberies in 2009).  Burglaries increased +16%, (2,898 incidents reported in 2010 vs. 2,435 incidents in 2009).  Larceny-Thefts increased +13.3% (4,529 incidents reported in 2010 vs. 3,925 incidents in 2009. Rape increased by +7.8% (90 incidents reported in 2010 vs. 83 incidents in 2009).  Aggravated Assaults increased +11.3% for 2010 (212 incidents reported in 2010 vs. 188 reported in 2009). Car thefts also saw an increase of +12.5% for 2010 (376 incidents in 2010 vs. 329 in 2009). Crimes going down in the rural areas were arson which dropped -52.6% in 2010 (57 incidents reported in 2010 vs. 87 arson cases in 2009) and simple assaults decreased -4.3% for 2010 (2,436 incidents reported in 2010 vs. 2,540 reported in 2009).
Crime in urban areas remained almost the same as the previous year,  +0.3% in 2010.  Urban areas are made up of communities with full time police departments. Urban crimes showing increases were robberies +3.5% (375 incidents reported for 2010 vs. 362 reported for 2009). Burglaries increased +3.8% (4,445 incidents reported for 2010 vs. 4,276 reported for 2009). Rapes increased +2.7% (299 incidents in 2010 vs. 291 in 2009).  Arson increased +17% (188 for 2010 incidents reported vs.156 arsons in 2009).  Urban crimes showing a decrease were aggravated assault (-1.1%, 548 incidents reported for 2010 vs. 554 reported for 2009), larceny-theft remained even at +0.1%, (19,961 incidents reported for 2010 vs. 19,975 reported for 2009), car thefts -13.1%, (609 incidents reported for 2010 vs. 689 in 2009) and simple assaults (-2.6%, 8,145 incidents reported vs. 8,357 reported for 2009).
 The Uniform Crime Reporting Division (UCR) at the Maine Department of Public Safety tabulates the crime numbers each year. The numbers are based on reported crimes from local, county and state law enforcement agencies. The UCR statistics show that 34,652 crime index offenses were reported to police during 2010 compared to 33,411 during 2009 for a total crime rate increase of +3.6%, (26.1 crime rate for 2011 vs. 25.3 for 2009). 
 
Offenses comprising the crime index include murder, rape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, larceny-theft, motor vehicle theft and arson. The 34,652 crimes reported in 2010 represent a crime rate of 26.1 offenses per 1000 people in Maine. That number compares to the national crime rate of 42.9 offenses per 1,000 population in 2009. 
 


The total number of adults and juveniles arrested, summoned or cited by police decreased in 2010 for the third year in a row. Adult arrests dropped -3.5% (47,820 in 2010 vs. 49,478 in 2009) and juvenile arrests decreased by -4.6% during 2010 (6,492 in 2010 vs. 6,788 in 2009). 

The value of property stolen during 2010 was $24,973,032 compared to $24,667,032 in 2009. Police recovered $5,027,314 of stolen property during 2010 for a recovery rate of 20.1%. 
 

The crime rate for violent crime in Maine for 2009 continues to be one offense per 1,000 population compared to the national average of 4.3 per 1,000 for 2009.
WESTBROOK STABBING UPDATE

4/22/11 – 3:30 PM

State and Westbrook Police have released photos of the man wanted for questioning in connection with last night's stabbing death.  The man is known by the street name "B K " , a black man, about 5'8"  tall and weighs about 200 pounds.  He also has the word "LIFE" tattooed on his left fingers. It is believed he got a ride following the stabbing and was dropped off along Washington Ave. in Portland.   Anyone with information on his identity and whereabouts is asked to call State Police in Gray at 657-3030 or 911 on a cell phone
Police also released the name of the woman who was also stabbed in the apartment.  She is 27 year old Melissa Stubbs, who was released Friday from Maine Medical Center.  She is the wife of the victim -- 40 year old Robert Stubbs.  
The two photos that follow are from the assailant's cell phone which was left behind in the apartment following the stabbing.   
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UNIDENTIFED MAN’S UPDATE  -- 12/30/2010

State Police is still seeking the public's help in identifying a man whose body was found in Stacyville on November 4. The badly decomposed body was found by deer hunters in woods off Route 11. The State Medical Examiner's Office says there are no signs of foul play and estimate the man may have died sometime in early September. The man is believed to be in his 50's, about 5'9"tall, and weighed about 150 pounds.
He was wearing a blue and white knit cap with the name "CHRIS" knitted into the design. PHOTO BELOW  Other clothing was a blue and white plaid button down, long sleeve shirt ("Vineyard Vines" whale - shirt),  khaki pants ("St. John's Bay", 33 inch waist and 30 inch inseam),  dark brown canvas jacket ("St. John's Bay , size medium), and white "New Balance' sneakers ( model 811 - size 10EE).   Also with the body was a black briefcase ("High Sierra') containing three empty juice and water bottles, two spray cans of the insect repellant "OFF", and a medium brown sweater. 
Anyone with information on the man's identity is asked to call Maine State Police in Houlton at 207-532-5400.
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