Gambling Control Board

Minutes

10/20/10 Meeting

The October meeting of Maine’s Gambling Control Board was held at the Department of Public Safety Headquarters in Augusta on 10/20/10.

Chairman McHale called the meeting to order at 12:35 P.M.

Board Present: (Chair) George McHale, Cushing Samp, Harry Stickney, Joe Laliberte and Matt Dyer.

Staff Present:  R. Welch, (Executive Director) and Scott Woods (Auditor).

State Police Lt. Dave Bowler was also present.

No Attorney General was present as there was a Prosecutor’s Conference going on in Bar Harbor.

The minutes of the 9/21/10 meeting of the Board were reviewed and accepted. 

Motion: Samp, Second-Stickney Acceptance of Minutes.  

Motion passed 5-0.

Executive Director’s Report


Robert Welch gave his Executive Director’s report with 3 items highlighted:


a) Bally Technologies Inc. was renewed in October as a Slot Distributor.  October 
     is also a very busy month for personal renewals with approx. 40 individual 
   
    licenses issued.  October was the month that a lot of Bangor Historic Track 
 
    employees were hired in 2005 for the opening of the temporary facility.


b) Welch reported that Legal and Veterans Affairs Committee had met twice to 
  
     review the revenue from the Racino in the cascade (Title 8, C. 31, §1036).  

     Final report is not out yet.  The individual recipients of funds are now required 

    to at least report the funds they get and how they are used.


c) The Bangor PD calls to 500 Main St. report were handed out.  There were 9 

    calls to the facility in September and 4 were clearly not on the gaming floor.



Chair McHale remarked about the attempt by some groups to “connect the 
    dots” between the establishment of Hollywood Slots in Bangor and the rise in 

    U.C.R. reported crimes.  McHale reported that he has been involved in the 
  
    project from the beginning and has not seen the increase in crime that had 

    always been predicted by opponents.



R. Welch repeated that the calls to 500 Main St. Report should not  be 

    viewed as a “scientific study”, the numbers were collected to insure that the 

   operation at 500 Main St. was not overwhelming the resources (fire and police) 
  
    of the City of Bangor.

Financial Report 



Scott Woods handed out the financial weekly sheet to the Board as of 

     noontime.  Scott said that there was one machine experiencing a 
 

     communication issue and it was going to be repaired or shut down.   Question 

     was asked as to how long the machine would be allowed to run and Woods 
 
     advised that it would be probably by the end of the day that it would either be 

     fixed or put out of service.

State Police Report



Lt. Bower updated the Board on Maine State Police activity done by Det. 
   
     Armstrong.  There was one new Theft (TITO) case being investigated.  Det. 

    Armstrong had worked on 8 new applications, 41 renewal applications and had 

    73 applications pending.  



Lt. Bowler also reported that Steve Burlock of Bangor was now working 

    part time for the District Attorney’s Office and would be handling the 
 

    Gambling complaints from Detective Armstrong.  Det. Armstrong will meet 

     with Mr. Burlock in the near future.

Unfinished Business



There was no unfinished business.

New Business 


There were two new items presented to the Board.


Mr. Welch asked for the Board to approve a 6-month trial period for a new application form for Maine residents who renew their licenses.

The EZ Renew form would help with storage issues as it reduced the   renewal application form from 15 pages to 3 and would save time for people making it out.

Mr. Laliberte advised that we should hold onto the original applications as           long as possible.  Mr. Dyer commented on how many applications are now done on line and never really become an actual paper document.

Motion-Laliberte, Second-Samp to allow the use for a 6 month trial basis of a form for the renewal of Maine resident licenses known as EZ Renewal Form and to 
hold onto the original application (67 page document) as long as possible.   


Motion Passed: 5-0.


The second item was a request from Hollywood Slots to change a Rule.

 
 Rule 3, Section 1B,  requires Ticket vouchers that have been cashed in at the machines to be held by the Slot Operator for 90 days.  The requested rule change would shorten that period to 7 days.

Mr. Welch explained that this was a routine technical rule change and would require the rule making (A.P.A.) procedure to be implemented.  The paperwork would be started if the Board voted to go forward with the proposal.

Ms. Samp wanted to hold the request until the Attorney General could advise if the Board could vote against the rule after comment period.  Mr. Welch said that he believed the Board could vote any rule down because information may come up during comment period or public hearing showing the proposal to not be a good idea.

Mr. Laliberte asked if the rule change should be held until after the November 2nd election to see what entity may be coming in the future.  Mr. Welch advised that the comment period would run until November 20.  

John Osborne of Hollywood Slots addressed the Board and said that, in his experience, the tickets are worthless and in some states they are shredded after they are counted.  Mr. Dyer asked the wisdom of holding onto something that was essentially worthless.

R. Welch advised that any bad tickets would be caught by Audit probably on the first day.  But, there may be instances over long weekends that it may be up to 3 days before the Audit catches a ticket.



Motion- Dyer, Second- Stickney to move ahead in rule making process to 
change
the time tickets needed to be held from 90 days to 7 days.

Motion passed 5-0.



There was a discussion among Board members of a proposal by Mr. 
Laliberte to establish the 3rd Wednesday of each month as the target date for 
Gambling Control Board meetings.  All agreed that this was a good idea and 
would become the unofficial policy to meet on the 3rd Wednesday of the month.



Under Public comments, John Osborne, general manager of Hollywood 
Slots, advised that he is coming up on his one-year anniversary of coming to 
Maine.  Mr. Osborne said that Maine has exceeded the expectations of he and his 
family.



Mr. Osborne advised that AAA had awarded the Hollywood Slots Hotel 
the highest award in the Bangor region.



Mr. Osborne advised that long time Race Track employee Fred Nichols 
had been honored by the local community by having one of the new barns 
dedicated in his name.  The same weekend, the Maine Harness Writers 
Association inducted Mr. Nichols into their Hall of Fame.



Mr. Osborne also invited the Board to meet in Bangor next year and tour t
he facility.



Commissioner Anne Jordan of the Department of Public Safety advised 
that the DPS website was being revamped and the dates of the Gambling Control 
Board was going to be reflected on that site.



Commissioner Jordan also remarked on the Bangor UCR crime statistics.  
Commissioner Jordan advised that the crime stats do not reflect a particular 
address, nor do they advise the claims of the defendant as to why a crime was 
committed.  That type of an inquiry would be exhausting.  



Commissioner Jordan also reflected that DPS takes no position on any 
items in the upcoming election.


Meeting was adjourned at 1:40 P.M. Motion –Samp, Second-Laliberte to adjourn.

Motion passed 5-0.

