Gambling Control Board Meeting
February 16 & 18, 2011
Dept of Public Safety, 45 Commerce Drive, Augusta

Meeting opened at 12:35 pm

Board members present: Harry Stickney, Joe Laliberte, Matt Dyer and Cushing Samp, George McHale

Staff present: Det. Don Armstrong, Auditor Scott Woods, Janine Collins
Legal counsel present:  Bill Stokes, AG’s office

Review of the minutes of 01/24/2011
Motion by Cushing Samp to accept the minutes as read
Seconded by Joe Laliberte
Unanimous Vote

Executive Director Search Update – Commissioner John Morris
The search started about a month ago, Resumes have been received and interviews are scheduled for February 23, 2011 then when the hiring board makes their pick then the Commissioner will interview the final choice.  The board discussed reviewing the candidates for the position at a special meeting. 
Joe Laliberte motioned

Harry Stickney Seconded

Vote Unanimous

Janet Joyeux explained what she had been doing in the absences of an Executive Director.  She discussed how the application form on the website needs to be updated to include the wording for casino. 

Commissioner Morris also told the board about the approval for two more positions one is the inspector position and the other clerical.
Financial Update – Scott Woods
Finances seem to be low some days, nothing new to report except a lot of question on the Oxford County project.  There is a lot of concern over rule making.
State Police Update – Det. Don Armstrong
6 Calls to 500 Main Street,  Various discussion over how many applications are rejected.
Unfinished Business:   

100 mile language;  William Stokes address this and we received handouts  regard this.  There was a lengthy discussion on this and how this is to be interpreted

New Business: 
Discussion on 100 mile language in law. Initiative to ask AG’s office to interpret this.  William Stokes is aware of the issue and would like to give something to the board by the next meeting.
The Board can interpret this but will discuss more at the next meeting.

Motion for Formal Response by William Stokes by next meeting

Second by George McHale

Vote Unanimous

Public Comment:
Meeting in recess @ 3:45 till 02/18/2011 @ 9:00 am
The meeting reconvened on 02/18/2011; Chairman McKale was unable to attend.  The Board members present discussed whether the language in 8 MRSA §1019 (6) “located within 100 miles” means radial miles or driving miles. Each Board Member stated his conclusions.  Members LaLiberte and Stickney concluded that the language meant driving miles.  Member Samp concluded that the the language meant radial miles, unless it could be demonstrated that there was no place in Oxford County where a casino could be built which would satisfy all of the statutory criteria.  In that case, the interpretation must mean driving miles in order to avoid making a nullity of the statute.  Member Dyer expressed discomfort with deciding the meaning of the language outside the context of an actual application.  He stated that in certain circumstances he could see that the language meant driving miles. However, he concluded that at that point in time he was inclined to agree with Member Samp.  All members agreed that, at least, under certain specific circumstances, the language must mean driving miles.  There was no consensus, however, on a rationale to justify the agreement.  The meeting adjourned at 10:15am.

Respectfully submitted,

Secretary Janine Collins

