Draft Gambling Control Board Meeting Minutes

December 15, 2005

1230 p.m.

Gambling Conference Room

Chairman McHale called the meeting to order at 1230 p.m..

Board members present: Chairman George McHale, Peter Danton, Michael Peters and W. Lawrence Hall.

Staff members present: Exec.Director Robert Welch, Auditor Scott Woods, 

Lt. Patrick Fleming, Sgt. Robin Parker, Det. Don Armstrong, Trp. Kevin Strout and Secretary Kathy Chamberlain.

Review of Minutes from the November 15, 2005 meeting.  

*Motion:  Peter Danton moved to accept.  

*Second: Larry Hall.  

*Unanimous Vote:  4-0

Executive Director Report – Robert Welch
Mr. Welch introduced Janet Richards, the new Assistant to Commissioner Cantara. 

The “September” rules are finalized. January 03, 2006 will be a meeting of all state agencies involved with gambling, with Kim Johnson, Office of Substance Abuse. The discussion about whether or not to “wire” the board meeting room for the internet was briefly discussed. The Board requested Mr. Welch to check into things further as to how other Boards and agencies deal with this issue. Trp. Kevin Strout received a Certificate of Thanks from the Gambling Control Board for his work since this summer, assisting the Gambling Control Unit with background checks on racino employees. Kevin will be leaving the unit and attending the State Police Academy in January 2006.

Financial Report 

In Mr. Woods’ absence, Mr. Welch passed out copies to the Board, of the latest financial information current to today’s date. 

Update on State Police Activity – Sgt. Robin Parker

Since the last Board meeting on November 15th, State Police personnel have processed 12 more applications. They don’t anticipate any problems with any of the applicants.

Other Business

Re: Wiring the meeting room – initial cost estimate is $10,000. Chairman McHale asked Peter Danton if he would check into how both Liquor and Lottery deal with this issue in reference to their board meetings. He agreed to do so. 
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Public Comment

Jon Johnson, general manager of Hollywood Slots reported generally on the Racino. Business has leveled off for now, due to the holiday season. They have some promotions running that will be on the radio, in newspapers and direct mailings. He reported that there have been meetings, reviewing of blueprints which should be completed in a few months and that negotiations are still going on for the property for the construction of the permanent facility. He advised he will bring the blueprints in for the Board to see once they are completed. Mr. Johnson was asked by Board member Mike Peters to explain once and for all why the permanent facility was not being built at Bass Park. Mr. Johnson explained that they were asked by the City of Bangor NOT to build on the property because of the parking problem that would be created at Bass Park when large events and the State Fair are being held. 

Peter Martin, former owner of the OTB and Martin’s Manor in Waterville addressed the Board, wishing to answer a question from last month’s board meeting by Peter Danton as to the % going to OTB’s from Racino revenue and what is done with it. He read a lengthy history of Maine’s OTB’s and answered questions from the Board. Mr. Danton inquired from Mr. Martin if he could provide the monetary amount that OTB’s have contributed to the harness racing community since they began operations.  

**Next meeting date set for January 5, 2006 at 1230 in Augusta.**

Motion by Larry Hall to adjourn

Second by Mike Peters 

Passed 4-0

Meeting adjourned at 1:35 p.m.

