Gambling Control Board Meeting

October 11, 2005

1230 p.m.

Gambling Conference Room

Chairman McHale called the meeting to order at 1240.

Board and staff introductions were made.

Board members present: Chairman George McHale, Mike Peters, Peter Danton and W. Lawrence Hall.

Staff members present: Exec. Director Robert Welch, Sgt. Robin Parker, Scott Woods, Tom Russell and Ed Olson.

Review of Minutes of the September 21, 2005 meeting.  Technical Correction approved: on page 2, change Aristocrat with no representative from Bally’s present to

”no representative from Aristocrat present” .

Motion – Peters to accept with correction

Second - Danton  

Passed 4-0

Executive Director Report –R. Welch outlined office activities, recommended to table the wiring of the meeting room into the future (no date), introduced new staff: Scott Woods (auditor), Tom Russell and Ed Olson (inspectors), end of day shutdown and loss of communication protocol was given to GLI as requested of Welch by the Board previously.

Penn National Security Plan – previously mailed to Board members.  

Motion by Hall to accept plan as printed

Second by Danton

Passed 4-0

Penn Surveillance Plan – Exec. Director Welch advised the Board that the surveillance plan that was required to be submitted was in and was a good document outlining the training program Penn will use with surveillance people.

No motion needed.

Update of License activities: Exec. Director Welch reported that all activity of the Unit was on individual licenses.

Suitability Hearing on Bally-Alliance Gaming – previously the Board had approved a conditional license for Bally.   Hearing was held and testimony received from Sgt. Parker and Andy Grover (McDonald Page) on the criminal and financial pieces left from 9/21.

Board also heard from company representatives Mark Learner and Steve DeChamps about the financial status of Bally.

Motion by Danton to grant full license to Bally

Second by Peters

Motion passed 4-0
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Scientific Games Suitability Hearing- Exec Director Welch presented overview of Scientific Games relative to State regulations.  Christian Smith presented financial review; Sgt. Parker presented State Police investigation material.  Darrell Frecker represented Scientific Games.

Motion by Danton to find Scientific Games suitable to operate Central Site Monitoring System.

Second by Hall

Passed 4-0 

Public Comment: Jon Johnson of Hollywood Slots invited all members of the Board to training on 11/20 from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. at their facility in Bangor.  Also, Johnson announced that the opening of the facility would be November 2 with a VIP opening, and public opening on November 4.  All after tax proceeds go to United Way of Eastern Maine.  Melissa O’Dea will talk to everyone before the event to establish guidelines for Board and Staff.  Chairman McHale asked Exec. Director Welch to arrange rooms for Board staying overnight.

Next meeting date set for November 15, 2005 at 1230 in Augusta.

Motion by Danton to adjourn

Second by Peters.

Passed 4-0

Meeting adjourned at 1:40 p.m.

