MAINE GAMBLING CONTROL BOARD

MINUTES of April 14, 2005 

12:30 p.m.

Department of Public Safety

45 Commerce Drive, Suite 3

Meeting was called to order at 1:12 p.m. by Chairman George McHale

· Introductions: 

Board Members present:  Chairman George McHale, Jean Deighan and Mike Peters

Conference Call: Larry Hall on speakerphone. Peter Danton absent. 

DPS Staff: Commissioner Cantara absent

Board Staff present:  Exec. Dir. Bob Welch, Lt. Tom Kelly and Secretary Kathy Chamberlain

Legal Counsel: Deputy A.G. Bill Stokes 

· Review of the 3/10/05 Gambling Control Board Minutes

Motion: Jean Deighan moved that the minutes of 3/10/05 be accepted. 

Second: Mike Peters seconded. Unanimous vote of 3-0.

· Executive Director Report 

Bob Welch reported that he, Lt. Kelly, Jean Deighan and Larry Hall conducted a Public Information Session in Bangor on March 23, 2005 at the Bangor City Council Chambers. He also did a speaking engagement for the Ellsworth Rotary on April 5th, is still working on the gathering of “problem gaming” information, and has contacted a company about getting the conference room wired, similar to that at the State House, enabling those who want to listen to board meetings through the internet to be able to do so.

He also filed the Administrative Report required in March, as had been previously discussed with the Board. 

· State Police Gaming Division Licensing Procedures – Lt. Patrick Fleming

Lt. Fleming reported on the scope of work his Division does in licensing of games of chance, beano, concealed weapons permits, private investigators, etc. 

· Harness Racing Commission Outlining Licensing Procedures – Henry Jackson

Henry Jackson reported on the scope of his organization’s work in reference to overseeing Maine’s Harness Racing, Off-Track Betting facilities (O.T.B.s) and Agricultural Fairs. 

· Update on Licensee Activities 

Motion:  Jean Deighan motioned to amend the shaded paragraph on Pg 3 of the Maine Business Entity application and the same at the top of all applications that “information submitted that is not responsive to a shaded category will not necessarily be treated as confidential by the board.
Answers to questions that are shaded within this application fall within a category that has been determined by the Gambling Control Board to be confidential by statute (8 MRSA §§1006-1008). In addition, in the Maine Key Executive Application, we would like to shade Question 14 and in Maine Licensed Employees, shade Question 11 on pg 17 of 30.” 

Second: Mike Peters seconded. Unanimous vote 3-0.

Steven Snyder, Eric Shippers and John DeGrasse from Penn National, gave a brief Power Point presentation that was an update of their activities in Bangor. Mr. Snyder advised that Penn was prepared to give a full submission of the Business Entity application to the Board today, which was then turned over to Exec. Dir. Bob Welch.

1. Penn National will be purchasing Miller’s Restaurant in Bangor, which is one of the current Off-Track Betting (O.T.B.) facilities in the state.  A temporary slot machine facility at that location, opening in November or December of 2005; within 90 days of becoming fully licensed with all regulators. This will get the revenue stream going while they continue towards a permanent facility.

2. The facility will have about 475 slot machines and will employ about 100 full time people. 

3. Penn will work with the Harness Racing Commission to move the O.T.B. facility that’s currently in Miller’s basement, to the grandstand; so the grandstand will become a year round operation as it relates to simulcast wagering, starting later in May. 

4. They will continue to work out plans for a permanent facility within 2000’ of the Bangor Raceway, as directed by referendum.

· Gambling Control Board Minutes Current Format


The minutes will return to a format of bulleted items and motions verbatim. 

· Public Comment

Bill Hathaway, Maine Harness Racing Association, presented his own comments about Penn’s announcement today and the wishes of the Racing Association as future plans unfold.

Representative Patricia Blanchette commended the Board for their hard work for the citizens of Bangor and the State of Maine. 

· Next meeting will be May 12, 2005 at 12:30 p.m.

Motion Jean Deighan made a motion to adjourn the meeting.

Second: Mike Peters seconded. Unanimous vote 3-0.

