  GAMBLING CONTROL BOARD MEETING

MINUTES

01/13/05 AT 12:30 p.m.

Opening: Chairman George McHale called the regular meeting of the Gambling Control Board to order at 12:35 p.m. at the Dept. of Public Safety, Gambling Control Conference Room. 

· Introduction of Gambling Control Board Members and Staff

Board Members present:  Chairman George McHale, Michael Peters, 

        Larry Hall and Jean Deighan (Peter Danton absent)

DPS Staff present:  Commissioner Cantara absent 

Board Staff present:  Exec. Dir Robert Welch, Lt. Thomas Kelly, and Kathy

        Chamberlain.

Legal Counsel present:  Melissa O’Dea, A.A.G.

·       Review of 12/16/04 Minutes
Motion:  Mike Peters made a motion to accept the minutes, with a change made by the Secretary that it should show that it was he who asked if a Board member should be on the Scientific Games Contract Sub-Committee, not Commissioner Cantara as was reported in the draft of the minutes. So noted.

Seconded by Larry Hall.  Unanimous vote of 4 – 0. 

· January 2005 Legislative Report – Robert Welch, Exec. Dir.
A Workshop/Sub-Committee meeting was held this morning at the Gambling Control Conference room consisting of Jean Deighan, Larry Hall, George McHale, Mike Peters and Exec. Dir. Bob Welch. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss a draft of the Legislative Report drawn up by the Exec. Dir., for submission to the Governor and Legislature by January 15, 2005 on the subject of consolidation of the gaming/gambling industries. The Sub-Committee composed a letter addressed to both the Governor and Legislature, which was read by Jean Deighan. 

Motion:  Mike Peters made a motion to accept the letter as drafted with the recommendation of having an extension to submit a full report on Consolidation to the Legislature and Governor in 2006.

Seconded by Larry Hall. Unanimous vote of 4-0. The letter will be sent to the Legal and Veteran’s Affairs Committee of the Legislature. 

· Report on Rule Revision – Legal Counsel A.A.G. Melissa O’Dea

Melissa O’Dea advised that the Rules that had been adopted by the Board, had been reviewed by the Attorney General’s Office, who study them to make sure there is nothing contained in the Rule that would conflict with any other state laws. Linda Pishner, from the AG’s office had reviewed them and found only one place of conflict in Chapter 6: Credits and the Unclaimed Property Law that is in conflict with existing State Statute.

Motion: Jean Deighan made a motion based on Ms. O’Dea’s direction that the Board could direct the Commissioner and Executive Director to draft statutory language to submit to Legislature, that would allow them the right to redeem tickets at the end of one year, notwithstanding 33 M.R.S.A., §1951, Abandoned Property Statute.

Seconded by Mike Peters. Unanimous vote of 4-0. .

· Duties Delegated to the Board & Executive Director – Robert Welch

Exec. Dir. Bob Welch worked with A.A.G. Melissa O’Dea to decide which duties as directed in 8 M.R.S.A. §31 would be delegated to the Exec. Dir position and submitted the final list to the Board for approval. 

Motion:  Mike Peters made a motion to adopt the list as written that delegates these duties to the Exec. Director. 

Seconded by Jean Deighan. Unanimous vote 4-0. 

· Compulsive Gambling Issues/Education

Chairman McHale advised that the Board needed to establish some policies for the handling of compulsive gambling problems as directed in 8 M.R.S.A. §31. 

Motion: Mike Peters made a motion to suggest that Exec. Dir. Bob Welch look at what other Gambling Control Boards are doing in this area and also to look at Mental Health facilities here in Maine, to see who is equipped to handle it and possibly available later on for contractual agreements. Look at existing facilities who could do it. (Jean advised that again, they would be considering cost and benefit to the State of Maine in their considerations.)

Eric Shippers from Penn National advised that there is a National Center for Responsible Gaming and the “industry” has just adopted their Code of Conduct. The NCRG has had studies done by Harvard on this subject. 

Motion continued by Mr. Peters: to direct Bob Welch to also follow up on this lead offered by Eric Shippers. 

Seconded by Jean Deighan. Unanimous vote of 4-0.

· Public Comments
Brennen Lawrence of Scientific Games addressed the Board, thanking them for the award and opportunity to be the provider of the Central Site Monitoring System for the Racino. He advised that they appreciated all of the Board’s efforts in this process.  Darryl Frecker from Scientific Games was also present and acknowledged. 

Attorney Chris Howard, representing Penn National, advised the Board that the Legislature will hold a Public Hearing on the Confidentiality Bill that’s been submitted on January 26th at 1:15 p.m. George McHale encouraged the board to attend in support of this bill. 

Representative Hotham, present at the meeting, advised that the bill may be amended, but in a positive way. This is indeed good news for the Board and Staff.

· Next Meeting
February 10, 2005 at 12:30 p.m. 

March 10, 2005 at 12:30 p.m. 

· Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at 1:27 p.m. 
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