MAINE
TEACHER

YEAR®

Honoring, recognizing and developing great teachers in Maine.

The Maine Teacher of the Year represents thousands of talented, professional educators in Maine. The TOY serves as an
advocate for the teaching profession, sound education policy and most importantly, the social and academic well being
of Maine students. The Teacher of the Year is announced at a surprise school assembly in September and assumes the
role of Maine Teacher of the Year the ensuing January. In that role, the TOY becomes an ambassador for teachers and
education, and is available to address colleagues, business and community groups around the state.

The Teacher of the Year participates in the National Teacher of the Year Program, attends five national events including
Space Gamp at NASA in Huntsville, AL, and the Washington, D.C. Recognition Week that includes an event at the White
House. Other events include: Education Commission of the States National Forum; National State Teachers of the Year
Conference and Pearson/ETS Capstone Conference. Civic groups and education organizations will, at times, call upon
the Teacher of the Year to serve on boards or councils.

Who is eligible to be nominated? All Maine certified K-12 teachers from public and private schools are eligible to be
nominated. Teachers must hold at least a four-year degree and be employed by a Maine public school, including a public
charter school; or be employed by a publicly supported secondary school (a private school that enrolls 60 percent or
more publicly funded students.)

Who can nominate a teacher? Any teacher, parent, student or community member or group can nominate a teacher.

What is the nomination process? The nomination process is currently under review by the MTOY Advisory Council.
The call for nominations for the 2015 Maine Teacher of the Year will be announced in early 2014,

Maine Teacher of the Year is a program of the Maine Department of Education and managed by Educate Maine, a
business-led education organization. Hannaford and Bangor Savings Bank generously provide funding for the program.
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Business advocating for education

You matter more.

A great way to honor those outstanding teachers who inspire, enlighten

and change lives: nominate them for the Maine Teacher of the Year!
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2013 - Shannon Shanning

Shannon is a special education teacher at Bruce M. Whittier Middle
School in Poland. She was named Maine's 2013 Teacher of the Year
at a surprise, all-school assembly on Sept. 10, 2012, Mrs. Shanning's
duties as Teacher of the Year run Jan. 1 - Dec. 31, 2013.

Mrs. Shanning teaches in a self-contained, integrated learning classroom at Whittier Middle School. She demonstrates

a remarkable ability to embed learning into real-world experiences and connect students to the school and greater
community through such efforts as the “MidKnight Fire-Slayers”, a partnership with the local fire department. She provides
an environment of high engagement, challenge, and support that inspires students to become more confident, capable,
and productive learners

201 4 Susan Carpenter 0’Brien, George B. Weatherbee School, Hampden, Grade 5
Christiane Cullens, Mount Desert Island High School, Grades 10-12, English
Mary Graziano, Hartland Consolidated School, Grade 4
Karen MacDonald, King Middle School, Portland, Grade 6 & 7, English language arts

Semi Suzen Polk-Hoffses, Milbridge Elementary School, Kindergarten

Finalists Cynthia Raymond, Hall-Dale Middle School, Farmingdale, Grade 7, English language arts

Legacy Maine Teachers of the Year
1958 Dorothy Green

1966 Madelyn Linscott 1978 Mildred Merrill 1990 Bill Nave 2002 Peter Lancia

1967 Donald Mailloux 1979 Janice Parker 1991 Stephen Ellwood 2003 Betsy Ann Wandishin
1968 Elizabeth Brennan 1980 Gordon Corbett 1992 Franklin McElwain -~ 2004 Marguerite Lawler-Rohner
1969 Emmett Stevens 1981 Sarah Chipman 1993 Richard Kent 2005 Sherri Gould

1970 Ruth Nunan 1982 Rena Labbe 1994 Dorothy Maxwell 2006 Donna Tardif

1971 James Fiske 1983 Marlene Day 1995 Argy Nestor 2007 Brittany Ray

1972 Marilyn Todd 1984 Lawrence Greenleaf 1996 Robert Maurais 2008 Martin McKeon
1973 Doris Connors 1985 John Moffitt 1997 Paul McDowell 2009 Gloria Noyes

1974 Vivian Smith 1986 Charles Seymour 1998 Joanne Alex 2010 Kevin Grover

1975 Maureen Wallace 1987 Linda Voss 1999 Pete Pedersen 2011 Shelly Moody

1976 Roberta Rogers 1988 Irving Richardson 2000 Todd Fields 2012 Alana Margeson

1977 Irene Armstrong 1989 Marjorie Miller 2001 Elaine Hendrickson 2013 Shannon Shanning



	MTOY front final copy
	MTOY back final

