[image: image1.jpg]Maine

DOE




Certification on Constitutionally Protected Prayer

Annual Certification on Constitutionally Protected Prayer
Section 9524 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) of 1965, as amended by the every student succeeds Act of 2015 requires that, as a condition of receiving ESEA funds, a local educational agency (LEA) must certify, in writing to its state educational agency (SEA), that it has no policy that prevents, or otherwise denies participation in, constitutionally protected prayer in public schools as set forth in the guidance provided by the U.S. Department of Education available here.
In order for the Maine Department of Education to be in compliance with this requirement, we must receive a written statement from each School Administrative Unit (SAU) by October 1, 2016, containing the following information:  
Name of LEA:___________________________ Date: ____________
______ does ______ does not have any policy that prevents or otherwise denies participation in constitutionally protected prayer in public schools.
Signature of person authorized to provide this assurance: 
Documentation may be sent to Teri Peaslee at Teri.peaslee@maine.gov, fax 624-6706 or 23 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333.
