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The DBQ (Document Based Question) Workshop series is designed to help social studies teachers implement rigorous reading, writing and thinking activities with students of all skill levels and to increase student proficiency in generating evidence-based arguments.  

For students, the DBQ Project provides a sampling of primary and secondary resources on a specific topic.  Students have the opportunity to explore and analyze, organize their thinking, and craft evidence-based responses to essential questions.  The DBQ Project page provides short videos describing how it works, including what students have to say about DBQs.  

Workshops will be facilitated by leaders of the national DBQ Project and are suitable for Maine’s 6-12 social studies teachers.  Registration will be limited to 40 participants; registration deadline is Oct. 15, 2015.  

The workshops will be held from 8:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m. on Nov. 5 AND March 15 in the Ballroom at Governor’s Restaurant in Waterville.  Participants must commit to attending both sessions.  

The November workshop session will introduce the DBQ Project Method.  Educators will select a suite of materials to best meet their students’ needs and will be asked to teach a DBQ lesson and collect student work prior to the March workshop.   The March workshop session will provide an opportunity for teachers to analyze their students’ work and provide an opportunity to learn from their colleagues.   Ongoing virtual support will be provided between workshop sessions.  Agendas will be provided in advance to registered participants and attendees will be asked to complete surveys following each workshop.  

Participants will select one Teacher Resource Binder which will be distributed to those present at the November workshop session.   Prior to completing the online registration (linked below), please see the DBQ Project Library to determine which set of materials will best meet your needs.  Note:  Many participants last year found they preferred the Mini-DBQs.  If you have a colleague that is also participating in the workshop, it is recommended that you order different DBQ binders.  

Cost:  $50.00 registration fee includes lunch for both days and the Teacher Resource Binder of your choosing (a $350.00 value).  Up to 14 contact hours will also be provided.  

Complete the online registration form by Oct.15, 2015.

After completing the online registration, make checks payable to Treasurer, State of Maine and mail  to Carole King:  23 State House Station; Augusta, ME  04333.  Please write “DBQ” in the memo line.  All payments must be made in advance and must be received by Oct. 30, 2015.  Cancellations received after Oct. 30 are non-refundable.  

An email confirmation will be sent within a week of receiving your registration.  

Please direct any questions to:  Kristie.Littlefield@maine.gov  (207) 624-6828 or 
Carole.King@maine.gov  (207) 624-6626
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