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https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/subtitle-A/part-76/subpart-G/subject-group-ECFRae39e5300d1271f/section-76.707
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIqd-2tpzwpGdKYjLIFV9ypiSpn0JL-gSaJ
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIqd-2tpzwpGdKYjLIFV9ypiSpn0JL-gSaJ
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=q6g_QX0gYkubzeoajy-GTiGF60qzFrBElcy-PhPoPLtUOTlUMEVDNUY4U002RFhLVTlBUEpLQk9QMS4u
mailto:%20rachel.paling@maine.gov
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AUDITORS ARE ON THE HUNT FOR ESSER FRAUD

This was the headline from a recent article published by EdWeek.org. You can read the full article here.
Here are just a few of the points made in the article:

« Some districts have failed to follow proper procedures for documenting or tracking investments.

« Scandals over spending federal dollars on schools have erupted in two states.

« The term “fraud” brings to mind embezzlement and corruption. But in school districts, it more often
looks like “errors or omissions” that leave unanswered questions about where dollars went or who
oversaw their movement. These often come as a result of staffers who simply don’t understand or
don’t have the bandwidth to absorb every detail of the regulations.

« Construction spending has been particularly tricky for districts to manage. To comply with the law,
districts are required to prioritize materials produced in America and adhere to federal wage and
benefit standards for construction workers. These are just a couple of requirements related to
construction and many districts are failing to meet those requirements.

« Auditors’ oversight of federal spending will soon shift toward a sharper focus on outcomes. Did
districts spend money in ways that made a meaningful difference for students and staff? Did they
implement procedures to track the outcomes of their spending decisions? Are they able to easily
demonstrate to auditors how they arrived at their conclusions?

# Again, you can find the full article here. #

New ESSER Application Coordinator?

This time of year many SAUs have new
personnel who will be assuming
responsibility for the ESSER grants. To
change the name of the application or
invoicing coordinator, see directions

available here. Additionally, you can contact

the GEM support email for personalized g
service: support@gemschoolsoftware.com '
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https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/Updating%20a%20GEM%20login%20and%20password.pdf
https://www.commerce.gov/oam/build-america-buy-america
https://www.dol.gov/agencies/whd/government-contracts/construction
https://www.edweek.org/leadership/auditors-are-on-the-hunt-for-esser-fraud-5-things-to-know/2023/07
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