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This Training is being Recorded.

Please feel free to ask questions as they come up, 
but we will have several Chat Box Check-Ins 

throughout the training.



MAINE DEPARTMENT 
OF EDUCATION

Presented by: Office of Special Services & Inclusive Education 

Supervision, Monitoring, and Support Team

Least Restrictive 
Environment
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Meet The Team

Colette Sullivan
Federal Programs Coordinator

colette.sullivan@maine.gov

Jennifer Gleason
Educational Specialist

jennifer.gleason@maine.gov

Karlie Thibodeau
Educational Specialist

karlie.l.thibodeau@maine.gov

Ashley Satre
Educational Specialist

ashley.satre@maine.gov

Julie Pelletier
Secretary Associate

julie.pelletier@maine.gov
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Section 8:  Least Restrictive Environment

Children Ages 3-5 & 5-22
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Special Education Required Forms Procedural Manual
Page 36

For children ages 3-5
• Indicate how many hours a child is in a general 

education or special education setting.
• In the explanation, you must include the nature and 

severity of the child’s disability as well as the location 
where the child will receive the majority of his/her 
special education and related services in addition to 
why the child will not participate with non-disabled 
children.

• Reference the following decision tree for additional 
information.
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Special Education Required Forms Procedural Manual
Page 37

For children ages 5-20
• Identify and explain the nature and severity of the child’s 

disability, and the extent in which they will not be 
participating with non-disabled children in the regular 
education class and in extracurricular and other 
nonacademic activities.  

• This statement does not need to include frequency of 
accommodations and services as they are already 
documented in previous sections. 

• Reflect the specific percentage of time with non-disabled 
children. A range cannot be utilized.

• N/A is not acceptable.  If child is with non-disabled peers 
100% of the time, state that in this section.
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Section 8:  Least Restrictive Environment

https://www.myeducationalsolutions.com/least-restrictive-environment-lre/ 

https://www.myeducationalsolutions.com/least-restrictive-environment-lre/
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All of the IEP components together will guide 
the Least Restrictive Environment discussion.

Evaluations

Disability 
Identification

Academic and 
Functional Skill Gaps 

Present Level of 
Performance

Measurable 
Goals

Special Education 
and Related 

Services

Supplementary aids, 
services, 

modifications, 
and/or supports



9

Special Education Required Forms Procedural Manual
Page 36

For children ages 3-5
• Indicate how many hours a child is in a general 

education or special education setting.
• In the explanation, you must include the nature and 

severity of the child’s disability as well as the location 
where the child will receive the majority of his/her 
special education and related services in addition to 
why the child will not participate with non-disabled 
children.

• Reference the following decision tree for additional 
information.
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Section 8:  Least Restrictive Environment

Children Ages 3-5
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MUSER X.2.A.(2)(a)
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Special Education Required Forms Procedural Manual
Page 36

For children ages 3-5
• Indicate how many hours a child is in a general 

education or special education setting.
• In the explanation, you must include the nature and 

severity of the child’s disability as well as the location 
where the child will receive the majority of his/her 
special education and related services in addition to 
why the child will not participate with non-disabled 
children.

• Reference the following decision tree for additional 
information.
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Section 8:  Least Restrictive Environment

Children Ages 3-5
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Maine Unified Special Education Regulations
Page 120

MUSER X.2.B

To the maximum extent appropriate, children with disabilities, 
including children in public or private institutions or other care 
facilities, shall be educated with children who are not disabled, 
and special classes, separate schooling, or other removal of 
students with disabilities from the regular educational 
environment shall occur only when the nature or severity of the 
disability of a child is such that education in regular classes with 
the use of supplementary aids and services cannot be achieved 
satisfactorily. [20 USC 1412(a)(5) and 34 CFR 300.114] 
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(a) Early Childhood Program A 
program that includes at least 
50% non-disabled children. 
Early childhood programs 
include, but are not limited to: 
 Headstart;
 Kindergarten; 
 Reverse Mainstream
 Private preschools; 
 Preschool classes offered to 

an eligible pre-kindergarten 
population by the public 
school system; 

 Group child care

LRE Program Settings for Children 3-5

(b) Special Education Program. 
A program that includes less 
than 50% non-disabled children. 
Special education programs 
include, but are not limited to 
special education and related 
services provided in:
 Special education 

classrooms; 
• Regular school buildings 
• Trailers or portables 
outside regular school 
buildings 
• Child care facilities 
• Hospital facilities on an 
outpatient basis 
• Other community based 
settings

 Separate schools; and 
Residential facilities.

(c) Home – the principal 
residence of the child’s 
family or caregivers.

(d) Service provider 
location, such as private 
clinicians’ offices, 
clinicians’ offices located in 
school building, hospital 
facilities on an outpatient 
basis, and libraries and 
other public locations.

MUSER 
X.2.C(1)
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Special Education Required Forms Procedural Manual
Page 36

For children ages 3-5
• Indicate how many hours a child is in a general 

education or special education setting.
• In the explanation, you must include the nature and 

severity of the child’s disability as well as the location 
where the child will receive the majority of his/her 
special education and related services in addition to 
why the child will not participate with non-disabled 
children.

• Reference the following decision tree for additional 
information.
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Procedural 
Manual 
pg. 36
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What’s wrong?

Tell us in the Chat Box why this is not compliant.

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

http://haciaelempleo.blogspot.com/2012/01/objetivo-para-el-2012-encontrar-empleo.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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What’s wrong?

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

- Does not address nature and severity of disability
- Restates service grid
- Does not indicate time in general ed or special ed

http://gabriellagiudici.it/john-locke-lorigine-delle-idee-e-dellidea-di-sostanza/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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Instead…
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What’s wrong?

Tell us in the Chat Box why this is not compliant.

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

http://haciaelempleo.blogspot.com/2012/01/objetivo-para-el-2012-encontrar-empleo.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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What’s wrong?

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

- Does not address nature and severity of disability
- Restates service grid

http://gabriellagiudici.it/john-locke-lorigine-delle-idee-e-dellidea-di-sostanza/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


24

Instead…
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Chat Box
Check In
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Special Education Required Forms Procedural Manual
Page 37

For children ages 5-20
• Identify and explain the nature and severity of the child’s 

disability, and the extent in which they will not be 
participating with non-disabled children in the regular 
education class and in extracurricular and other 
nonacademic activities.  

• This statement does not need to include frequency of 
accommodations and services as they are already 
documented in previous sections. 

• Reflect the specific percentage of time with non-disabled 
children. A range cannot be utilized.

• N/A is not acceptable.  If child is with non-disabled peers 
100% of the time, state that in this section.
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Section 8:  Least Restrictive Environment

Children Ages 5-22
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Maine Unified Special Education Regulations
Page 120

MUSER X.2.B

To the maximum extent appropriate, children with disabilities, 
including children in public or private institutions or other care 
facilities, shall be educated with children who are not disabled, 
and special classes, separate schooling, or other removal of 
students with disabilities from the regular educational 
environment shall occur only when the nature or severity of the 
disability of a child is such that education in regular classes with 
the use of supplementary aids and services cannot be achieved 
satisfactorily. [20 USC 1412(a)(5) and 34 CFR 300.114] 



29MUSER Continuum for LRE

https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/specialed/state


30MUSER Continuum for LRE

https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/specialed/state
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Special Education Required Forms Procedural Manual
Page 37

For children ages 5-20
• Identify and explain the nature and severity of the child’s 

disability, and the extent in which they will not be 
participating with non-disabled children in the regular 
education class and in extracurricular and other 
nonacademic activities.  

• This statement does not need to include frequency of 
accommodations and services as they are already 
documented in previous sections. 

• Reflect the specific percentage of time with non-disabled 
children. A range cannot be utilized.

• N/A is not acceptable.  If child is with non-disabled peers 
100% of the time, state that in this section.
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Maine Unified Special Education Regulations
Page 98

MUSER IX.3.A(2)
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Service Times in Section 7



34

Special Education Required Forms Procedural Manual
Page 37

For children ages 5-20
• Identify and explain the nature and severity of the child’s 

disability, and the extent in which they will not be 
participating with non-disabled children in the regular 
education class and in extracurricular and other 
nonacademic activities.  

• This statement does not need to include frequency of 
accommodations and services as they are already 
documented in previous sections. 

• Reflect the specific percentage of time with non-disabled 
children. A range cannot be utilized.

• N/A is not acceptable.  If child is with non-disabled peers 
100% of the time, state that in this section.
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Section 8:  Least Restrictive Environment

Children Ages 5-22
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Section 8:  Least Restrictive Environment

LRE is about the student’s access to general 
education instruction
Working on completely different skills or a subset 

of skills than what their peers are learning, within 
the general education classroom, is not LRE
Working on a subset of skills of the general 

education content, within the general education, 
classroom is LRE

 When in the general education setting, are 
they receiving the same access to general 

education curriculum as their peers?
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What’s wrong?

Tell us in the Chat Box why this is not compliant.

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

http://haciaelempleo.blogspot.com/2012/01/objetivo-para-el-2012-encontrar-empleo.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/


39

What’s wrong?

- Does not address nature and severity of disability
- Restates service grid

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

http://gabriellagiudici.it/john-locke-lorigine-delle-idee-e-dellidea-di-sostanza/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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Instead…
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What’s wrong?

Tell us in the Chat Box why this is not compliant.

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

http://haciaelempleo.blogspot.com/2012/01/objetivo-para-el-2012-encontrar-empleo.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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What’s wrong?

- Restates service grid
- Should be 100% (services in general ed classroom)

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

http://gabriellagiudici.it/john-locke-lorigine-delle-idee-e-dellidea-di-sostanza/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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Instead…



44
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Procedural Manual 

Resources

https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/2022-09/PROCEDURAL%20MANUAL%20Update%208-1-2020.pdf
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Maine Unified Special Education Reg  

Resources

Procedural Manual 

https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/State%20Regulation%20Chapter%20101MUSER.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/2022-09/PROCEDURAL%20MANUAL%20Update%208-1-2020.pdf
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2023-24 Cohort IEP Quick Reference 

Resources

Maine Unified Special Education Regulations (MUSER)

https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/2023-12/10-31-23%20Updated%2023-24%20IEP%20Quick%20Reference.pdf
https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/inline-files/State%20Regulation%20Chapter%20101MUSER.pdf
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Resources

2023-24 Cohort IEP Quick Reference Document

https://www.maine.gov/doe/sites/maine.gov.doe/files/2023-12/10-31-23%20Updated%2023-24%20IEP%20Quick%20Reference.pdf
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Resources

Professional Development Calendar  

Link for Recordings and Power Points  

 

Special Education Resources

  

Special Education Laws and Regulations

  

Special Education Forms and Reporting 

 

https://www.maine.gov/doe/calendar
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/specialed/pl
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/specialed/supervision
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/specialed/law
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/specialed/forms
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DATE TOPIC/DESCRIPTION

Wednesday 9/13/23 Resources 

Wednesday 9/27/23 Transition from CDS to Public School 

Friday 9/29/23 Q&A Session

Wednesday 10/11/23 Abbreviated Day   

Tuesday 10/24/23 Fall All District IEP Training 

Tuesday 10/24/23 Fall All District B-13 Training  

Wednesday 10/25/23 Discipline & Manifestation Determination

Friday 10/27/23 Q&A Session

*Wednesday 11/8/23* *Alignment and DIB1 (Disability Alignment)*

Wednesday 12/13/23 Orientation and Mobility

Wednesday 12/20/23 Compliant Transition Plans 

Tuesday 1/9/24 Winter All District B-13 Training 

Tuesday 1/9/24 Winter All District IEP Training 

Wednesday 1/10/24 Advanced Written Notice & Written Notice 

2023-24 Professional Development 

https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/specialed/pl/officehourarchives/resources
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/specialed/pl/officehourarchives/cds
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/specialed/pl/officehourarchives/abbreviatedday
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/specialed/pl/iep/training
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/specialed/pl/transitionplanning/fulltraining
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/specialed/pl/officehourarchives/discipline
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/specialed/pl/officehourarchives/OHAlignment
https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/specialed/pl/officehourarchives/OandM
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DATE TOPIC/DESCRIPTION REGISTRATION LINK

Wednesday 1/24/24 Present Level of Performance         

Friday 1/26/24 Q&A Session

Wednesday 2/14/24
Writing Measurable Functional Goals 

and Avoiding Outcomes 

Wednesday 2/28/24 Transition from CDS to Public School  

*Wednesday 3/13/24* *Least Restrictive Environment* 

Wednesday 3/27/24 Forms – (AE attached to WN) 
Forms (AE attached to WN) 

Registration Link

Friday 3/29/24 Q&A Session Q & A Registration Link

Wednesday 4/10/24
Special Education Law for General 

Education Teachers
Special Education Law for General 

Education Teachers Registration Link

Wednesday 4/24/24 IEP Essentials IEP Essentials Registration Link

Friday 4/26/24 Q&A Session Q & A Registration Link

Thursday 5/2/24 Spring All District IEP Training IEP Training Registration Link (5/2/24)

Thursday 5/2/24 Spring All District B-13 Training B-13 Training Registration Link (5/2/24)

Wednesday 5/8/24 Consultation/Related Service Goals 
Consultation/Related Service Goals 

Registration Link

Wednesday 5/22/24 Data Collection Data Collection Registration Link

Friday 5/24/24 Q&A Session Q & A Registration Link

2023-24 Professional Development (cont.)

https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIqfu6gqjksHNYzwk5ev7pjmzmqO9niJSi9
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIqfu6gqjksHNYzwk5ev7pjmzmqO9niJSi9
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwkce-hqjkiGtWx50Zp_hlDWU-nfxPLc_wE
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMtcuyupzMoGNaZr-cCD6G-2Lpqx7-6IW_d
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMtcuyupzMoGNaZr-cCD6G-2Lpqx7-6IW_d
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMofu6vqDItG9bY0pfJz5d9-nF3c33iujde
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAlcuuhpzspG9ewDBOoYsqUb4tHo0YsKLUy
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEkde-urzkoGNKtcYtXpeSe_zz128BduJIg
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcsd-iurzssGdWWJpzVfA3L9aHA2fcTjmma
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwodOGhpzkvHtSioGFjZGXi0KooPfJtmYSX
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwodOGhpzkvHtSioGFjZGXi0KooPfJtmYSX
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwpce-grz4pGN2EPp5sxK7wI29gKDFldp1I
https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEtc-qvrDwqGdXYcqWkrRC7vzTKxRNUwVmE
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Please consider sharing the links to these PD opportunities with general 
education teachers:
Wednesday 10/25/23 - Discipline & Manifestation Determination

Wednesday 4/10/24 - Special Education Law for General Education Teachers

Please consider sharing the links to these PD opportunities with related service 
providers:
Wednesday 2/14/24 - Writing Measurable Functional Goals and Avoiding Outcomes 
Wednesday 5/8/24 - Consultation/Related Service Goals 

https://www.maine.gov/doe/learning/specialed/pl/officehourarchives/discipline
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https://forms.office.com/g/by472QQLDJ

Use the link to complete the form 
on your computer

 OR 
Use the QR code to complete the 

form on your mobile device

Professional Learning Feedback and Contact Hour Form.

https://forms.office.com/g/by472QQLDJ


Stay Connected!

Find Us Online!
www.maine.gov/doe

@MaineDOEComm

@mainedepted

@mdoenews

@MaineDepartmentofEducation1
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http://www.maine.gov/doe
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Colette Sullivan – Federal Programs Coordinator
colette.sullivan@maine.gov
 
Jennifer Gleason – Educational Specialist
jennifer.gleason@maine.gov 

Karlie Thibodeau – Educational Specialist
karlie.l.thibodeau@maine.gov 

Ashley Satre – Educational Specialist
ashley.satre@maine.gov

Julie Pelletier – Secretary Associate
julie.pelletier@maine.gov 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

mailto:colette.sullivan@maine.gov
mailto:jennifer.Gleason@maine.gov
mailto:karlie.l.thibodeau@maine.gov
mailto:ashley.satre@maine.gov
mailto:julie.pelletier@maine.gov
https://pngimg.com/download/66630
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://www.pngall.com/graphic-design-png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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